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JOHNSTONE
NOT LIKELY
T0 GET POST

Reported Now That Cape Bre-
ton M. P. Has Failed To Land
Job As Deputy Minister Of
Marine.

——
\

ANOTHER BRITISH
OFFICER BORROWED

—

8pecial to The Standard.

Ottawa, Ont,, May 16.—Commander
C. D. Roper, of the R 1 Navy, has
arrived in Ottawa to assist in the or-
ganization of the Canadian navy and
assume the duties of Commander.
J. D. D. Stewart, who has been in
Canada for some time, but who left
this morning for England will take
charge of the H. M. S. Rainbow from
British waters to the Pacific coast,
Capt. Roper is only 33 years of age
but is regarded as one of the smartest
officers in the service. He is the sec-
ond son of George Roper, a well
known Yorkshire gentleman. The
commander has been borrowed by the
Canadian government for a term of
two years. He has been for six
years on the staff of Lord Charles
Beresford. He has just left H. M. 8.
Grafton, a training ship stationed at
Portsmouth.

Commander Roper hgs lost no time
in getting after his duties. He was
busy at work in his offices in the
Canadian building this morning.

Not Qualified.

1t is by no means certain that Alex-
ander Johnstone, ex-M. P, will be the
new deputy minister of marine and
fisheries in succession to Mr. Des-
barats when he goes to the naval ser-
vice department. It is more probable
that Mr. Cameron Staunton, the pres-
ent assistant deputy minister, will get
the appointment.

Mr, Johistene is not regarded here
as having any qualifications which
would warrant such an appointment.

An Election Relic.

In the supreme court the case was
argued of the Sydney Post Publishing
Co., vs. Kendall. The Sydney Post pub-
lished a letter from a correspondent
signed “Elector” in which the writer
accused Dr. Kendall of having for a
consideration, withdrawn his name
as a candidate for election to Par-
liament in 1904 and allowing Mr. John-
ston to be mominated.  Dr. Kendall
brought an action claiming damages
for libel alleging that the letter charg-
ed him with a crime under the election
act. On the trial of the action the pre-
siding judge told the jury that if they
found the meaning of the letter to be
that Dr. Kendall for a valuable con-
sideration withdrew his name from
nomination at the convention in favor
of Mr. Johnston, it might be charging
him with the commission of a crime.
The jury found for the defendant com-
pany and on appeal the full court or-
dered a new trial on the ground that
no meaning could be taken from the
alleged other than that Dr, Kendall
had committed a crime. The appellants
argued that the act charged in ®e
letter was not within the provisions of
the election act relied on.” The sec-
tion referred to by the trial judge only
referred to the offence of agreeing to
vote or refrain from voting for a can-
didate. The only other section set up
made it an offence to withdraw from
a nomination on being offered an of-
fice. place or employment which was
not the charge here. The argument
was not concluded today.

W. B. A. Ritchie appeared for the
appellants; A. B. Mellish, K. C., and
D. A. Cameron, K. C. for the respond-
ent,

FAILURE DUE
T0 NEGLIGENGE

Committee Investigating Loot-
ing of Massachusetts Bank
—Lays Blame on Three Dif-

{ ferent Bodies.

Boston, Mass., May 16.—Asserting
that the state bank department’s ex-
aminations of the bank under its care
are so Inadequate as to be almost neg-
ligible, the joint special legislative
committee appointed to investigate
the reported theft of $425,000 from
the South Bridge Savings Bank, in
its report filed today with the clerk
of the house of representatives, di-
vides the responsibility for the bank’s
alleged looting between the bank de-
partment of the commonwealth, the
auditing committee and the trustees of
the institution. All three, says the com-
mittee were negligent in their duty.

The committee reports its in-
ability to say what disposition waz
made of the stolen bank funds. To
avoid giving John A. Hall, the bank’s
treasurer, now in jail awaiting trial
for his alleged looting of the bank, an
“immunity bath,” no attempt was
made by the committee to cross ex-
amine the prisoner. The committee
did find, however, that Hall made
a brother in Wyoming a loan of $30,
000, which has not been returned.

RICKARD CHOICE

..‘

' FOR REFEREE

Promoter Himself Chosen After railure of Big
Fighters to Reach Agreement--Berger and
Johnson Nearly Came to Blows During the Dis-
cussion--Rickard is Willing to Give Way.

San Francisco, May 16.—Tex Rick-
ard, associated with Jack Gleason in
the promotion of the Jeffries and John-
son contest, and who came into prom-
inence four years ago, when he engin-
eered the Gans-Nelson fight at Gold-
field, Nevada, was selected today to
referee the fight between the two hea-
vy-weights on July 4 at Emeryville,

In accepting the place, however, the
Nevada promoter, made it clear that
he would step aside, if Jeffries a1®
Johnson agreed on another man.

This settlement came when it look:
ed as if the meeting to select a ref:
eree would end in another deadlock
and after bitter words had passed
between Johnson and Sam Berger,
Jeff’'s manager.

Johnson suggested Rickard, but
Berger refused to consider the Ne-
vada man, saying he would not accept
him on account of his inexperience.
The colored champion declared he
would stand for the three men he had
mentioned, Jack Welch, Eddie Gran-
ey, and Rickard. Berger indignantly
replied that he would leave the meet-
ing. Then there came a further clash
between Berger and Johnson, and
ugly words were used by Berger and
threats were made by Johnson. Ber-
ger stood up, as if to leave.

“So you want Rickard, do you?” he
queried of Jehnson. '

“Yes,” was the answer.

“Well, all right,” replied Berger,
and the crowd broke into a cheer as
it realized that one of the difficult
points had been settled.

Rickard made the following state-
ment:—

“To straighten out this affair, I am
willing to act, providing my name is

agreeable to all concerned. 1 don’t
want to acty and I hope that before
the fight takes place, Jeffries’and John-
son will agree on another man. If
they can come to terms, I am per-
fectly willing to step down and out.
But if they can reach no other agree-
ment I will not back down.”

In spite of the agreemgnt there is a
feeling of distrust among those who
attended the session, that the last
word has not been said that the re-
feree question again must be tgken
up.

It was rumored tonight that, to give
the impression that all is in working
order, Rickard was named until the
contestants could lock the field over.

During the negotiations it looked
for a time as if there would be a
free for all fight.

Just before the compromise _was
reached Berger said in an under\w:

“I'll go over and hit that black
man,” applying another epithet at
the same time beside black. This re-
mark was carried to Johnson, who
warned Berger never to call him that
name again.

Berger denied that he had said any-
thing of the kind.

“You're just an educated dog,” said
Johnson to Berger.

“Now come out and fight £ you
want to.”

They were finally quigted and the
session was resumed.

Ben Lomond, May 16.—When word
was received at the Jeffries training
camp that Tex Rickard had been chos-
en as referee, Jeffries said:

“If the report that Rickard has been
chosen as referee and as the third
man in the ring, it true, that suits
me."”

THO DAOWNEL
FAOM DOR

Salem Men Lose Their Lives
Through Careless Casting
Of Anchor—Three Others
Have Narrow Escape.

Salem, Mass, May 16.—Two men
were drowned and the lives of three
others imperilled when their dory
was overturned off Winter Island in
the deepest part of Salem Harbor, late
today.

The five men, all night employes
of the Salem Gas Company, had pas-
sed the afternoon fishing and had pul-
led up the anchor preparatory to re-
turning to shore. Suddenly one of
the men picked up the anchor and
cast it overboard again. The others,
caught unawares, lurched to one side
and the choppy sea did the rest, cap-
sizing the boat immediately.

Chas, Tardiff and Jos. Thibeault
sank almost at once and were not
seen again. The remaining three,
Francois Caron, Joseph St. Amant,
and Peter Theriault managed to cling
to the overturned dory until the crew
of a barge moored not far away were
able to rescue them.

ENGLAND'S
- NEW CRUISER

Keel Just Laid of the Princess
Royal, One of the Largest
Dreadnought Ever Built
Displaces 26,350 Tons.

London, May 16.—Great Britain has
just made a start on what will be one
of the very largest warships of the
world. She has laid the keel of the
new Dreadnought cruiser Princess
Royal, one of the four “conditional”
Dreadnoughts voted last year. Her
displacement will be about 26,350
tons, or 1,000 tons less than that of
the Argentine Dreadnoughts, the
largest warships yet begun. The
Princess Royal will be about 700 feet
long and 86 1-2 feet in beam. Her en-
gines will develop 70,000 horse power.
Though she is nearly 10,000 tons larg-
er than the Invincible class, her arm-
ament will be only slightly more pow-
erful,

She will carry eight 12 inch guns
in the centre line and a number of 4
inch or 4.7 inch guns to meet torpedo
attack. She has been constructed in
reply to the German cruisers Moltke,
H. and J, which are understood to

PEACE RESTORED.

Chang Sha, May 16.—The situation
here is assuming a more hopeful as-
pect. But even yet foreigners do not
sleep in the city, although many of
them engage in business during the
day. The authorities are actively pur-
suing the agitators, many of them
h;v.mn urrested, but notwithstand-
ing threatening placards

ang
circulars continue to appear.

displ: about 23,000 toms, to mount
ten 12 inch guns and to develope about
70,000 horsepower. Of these three the
Moltke is nearing completion.

BALLOONISTS RETURN.

Centre, Ky, May 16.—A. Holland
Forbes, and J. C. Yates, the eastern
aeronauts, who were injured here last
Tuesday in-the fall of their balloon,
left for the north today.

THIRTY BURNED
I PSO

Neg:"o“ Convicts Seek“in:gl szoﬂ

Escape From Alabama
Stockade Perish In Flames
—0ne Shot By Guards.

Centreville, ‘Ala.,, May 16.—Thirty
negro convicts lost their lives early
today when the stockade of the Red
Feather Coal Company at Lucile
Mines, Bibb County, about fifteen
miles north of Centreville, was de-
stroyed by a fire set by one of the
prisoners in an effort to gain his freer
dom.

Thirty of the convicts were burned
to death and another was fatally shot
by guards while trying to escape.
Among those burned is the negro who
started the blaze. The fire spread
rapidly throughout the structure,
which on account of the extreme dry-
ness of the material, was quickly con-
sumed.

It was with much difficulty that the
unharmed convicts in the stockade
were prevented from eluding the
guards.

The financial loss will reach several
thousand dollars.

KILLED HIMSELF WHEN
WIFE. WENT 10 . 5

Ernest S. Derrin Of Lynn, Took
Gas While His Better Half
Was On Her Way To Yar-
mouth,

Lynn, Mass., May 16.—While his
wife was travelling to Yarmouth, N,
8., on a pleasure trip, Ernest 8. Der-
rin, 39 years old, proprietor of several
candy shops in Lynn, turned on the
gas in his room at 456 Western Ave,
today, and gave himself up to death.
Investigators who smelled gas, found
his lifeless body. It is understood that
Derrin had suffered business reverses,

PULPWOOD STEAMER
MAKES FRST TH

Steamer Fram Arrives At
Portland, Me., With 1,300
Cords Of Wood Cut On The
Miramichi.

Portland, Me., May 16.—The steamer
Fram arrived here today from Chat-
ham, 'N. B, bringing the first cargo
of 50,000 cords of pulpwood contracted
for by the International Paper Com-
pany in New Brunswick. The Fram
brought 1300 cords.

Two steamers will be engaged in
the pulpwood carrying business be-
tween Chatham and Portland this sea-
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e Roosevelts had but just return-
ed to Dorchester House when they
received a return call from King
Haakon who greeted the special am-
bassador and his wife as old friends.
While luncheen was being served, the
Duke of Connaught and Prince Arthur
of Connaught called.

Mrs. Roosevelt went to Buckingham
Palace this afternocon and paid a visit
to Queen Mary.

Mr. Roosevelt’s throat still bothers
him. It was examined this afternoon
by Dr. St. Claire Thomson, the throat
specialist who attended King Edward
during his last illness. Dr. Thomson
prescribed further treatment for Mr.
Roosevelt.

Tonight the Roosevelts dined quiet-
ly with Ambassador and Mrs. Reid at
Dorchester House,

Bordeaux, May 16~King Alfonso,
who is on his way to London to at-
tend the funeral of the late King KEd-
ward, stopped off here to stay for
three hours to undergo an -examina-
tion at the hands of Dr. Hourd, who
operated on his nose some years ago.
The physician announced the King's
health excellent, and the King pro-
ceeded o his journey.

WOULD ADMIT
JLIEN LABOR

Recommend To U. S. Associa-
tion Of Manufacturers That
Law Be Amended To Allow
Skilled Workmen to Come in

—

New York, May 16.—An important
change In the immigration laws which
if adopted would have a direct bearing
on the efforts of Union Labor to pre-
vent the importation of contract
labor, was recommended to the Na-
tional Association of Manufacturers,
which opened its annual convention
here today. The committee on immi-
gration included in its report the fol-
lowing recommendations for changes
in the laws covering immigration:

“That is shall be lawful to import
skilled labor when the person import-
ing cannot obtain laborers of like
kind in this country who will work
for him at the rate of wages prevail-
ing generally.

‘““That the secretary of commerce
and labor be authorized and directed
upon the application of any employer
and upon his showing .the facts as
set forth, to grant such person permis-
sion to import such labor, permission
to be contingent upon his right to do
so and upon the rights of the aliens
to land.

«“phat warrant8 for the arrest and
deportation of aliens who have landed
be issued only by a United States
commissioner or United States judge
and then only upon such sworn com-
plaints as are now necessary in c:rim
inal cases.

“That aliens be given speedy trials
and the right of appeal to the United
States distriet court as in the case of
Chinese and higher courts and
trinls to be conflucted as in criminal

son,

-lcases,

M as to a jury.

GENERAL WOOD |
ARRIVES AT
BUENOS AYRES

Chief Of Staff Of The United
States Army Given Great
Reception In The Argentine
Republic.

et

Buenos Ayres, May 16.—Major Gen.
Leonard Wood, chief .of staff of the
United States army, who has been
sent by his government as its repre-
sentative at the centennial celebration
of Argentine, arrived here today on
the armoured crGiser Montana, flag-
ship of Rear Admiral Staunton, who
is in command of the special service
squadron. The other American war-

i

GEN. WOO0D.

ships commissioned for the celebra-
tion are the armoured cruisers Ten-
nessee, the South Dakota, North
Carolina and the cruiser Chester.

Gen, Wood was met by Charles H.
Shorrill, American minister, and the
staff of the legation and was formally
welcomed to Argentina, by a number
of high functionaries of the govern-
ment, The American vessels will re-
main at the military port of Bahia
Blanca.

This afternoon President Alcorta
received Gen. Wood and Minister
Shorrill at the government palace and
presented them to the members of
his cabinet, and the officers of the ex-
position. The reception lasted for
two hours.

When Gen. Wood and Minister
Shorrill entered the palace they were
acclaimed by a great crowd. A batal-
lion of infantry and a regiment of
grenadiers assembled in their honor,
presented arms as the Vvisitors pa
ed and the ‘band played the Star
Spangled Banner.

DX-MAYOR OF
MILLTONN DEA0

John T. Ray Passed Away
Yesterday At Calais After a
Few Hours’ lliness—Tele-
phone Trouble Settled.

St. Stephen, May 16.—John L. Ray,
a former mayor of Milltown and re-
cently the superintendent of the
Maine Water Company plan in Calais
and Milltown and one of our best
known and most highly esteemed resi-
dents, was stricken with sudden ill-
ness in his office in Calais this morn-
ing. He was removed to his home in
Milltown, N. B., where he passed away
late this afternoon. He was sixty six
yvears of age and is survived by a
widow and one brother in the west.

Mr. Sparks, general superintendent
of the New Brunswick Telephone
Company, has been in town today en-
deavoring to adjust a difficulty that
has arisen between the local manager
and three of the efficient lady opera-
tors here and has been quite success.
ful.

SAY5 SOCILISTS
SHOULD ABSTAIN

Chicago, May 16.—The temperance
issue came up to the front in today’s
sesgion of the Nationalist Socialist
Congress, J. W. Work, of lowa, chair-
man of the committee on organiza-
tion, precipitated the discussion by
submitting a rveport that liquor and
tobacco should be tabood amongst

Shareholders in St. Stephen
 Bank Criticize Meagre Reports

of Directors and Curator Kessen

Annual Meeting of Defunct Bank Stockholders
Proved as Lively as Was Expected--Vice-Presi=
dent and Cashier are Requested to Follow Lead
of Presidenl Todd--Financial Statement.

Curator is Reported as Saying That Large Amount

of So-called Assets

of Defunct Bank Were

Worthless -- Committee of Shareholders Ap=
pointed to Act With Mr. Kessen.

Special to The Standard.

St. Stephen, N. B, May 16.—The
long anticipated annual meeting of
the shareholders of the St. Stephen
Bank was held in the bank premises
this afternoon and there were more
shareholders present than have at-
tended a similar meeting for many
years,

The president, Frank Todd, left for
New York a few days ago and in his
absence, the vice-president, J. D. Chip-
man occupied the chair, J. E. Ganong
was elected secretary.

The following report of the affairs
of the bank was submitted. To the
shareholders: The Directors regret
to have to report that early in March
the conduct the bank’'s operations be.
came increasingly difficult, and that
after a hurried investigation of its
condition they were forced to the con-
clusion that a suspension of payments
was likely in the near future. The
Bank Act provides that when a bank
suspends payments, the Canadian
Bankers Association shall appoint a
curator to supervise its affairs until
resumption of business or liquidation
is arranged.

Two of the directors were delegated
to proceed to Montreal and had an
interview with the president of the
(‘anadian Bankers Association when
the bank’s position was explained to
him.

As a result of this conference im-
mediate suspension of payments was
decided upon, and R. B. Kessen was
appointed curator by the
the Canadian Baankers Association.

Formal suspension of payments
took place on the seventh of March
and since that date the affairs of the
bank have been in the charge of the
curator.

The condition of the bank is found
to be such as makes it necessary to
wind up its affairs.

The accompanying statement and
report are made up and signed by the
curator,

(Signed) JOHN D. CHIPMAN.

Statement By Curator.

The curator's report follows:—

1 have to report that on the Tth of
March I was appointed curator of the
St. Stephen’'s Bank by the pr ient
of the Canadian Bankers' Association,
and that I have since been in charge
of its affairs. As far as possible all
the accounts have been balanced and
verif The following statement rep-
resents the condition of the bank on
the 14th day of May as.shown by the
books.

Liabilities,
Notes in circulation
Due to other banks
Deposits .. ..
Drafts outstand
Dividends unpaid
Capital )0,000.00
RESEIVe .. .. e sees we 05,000.00
Profit and loss balance .. 108,610.00

$ 29,990.00

71
5% 12.00

paid up .. o

Total e me sooa sooe «.$744,82

Assets.

Deposit with Dominion

Government for note cir-

culation ..
Due by other banks ......
Railway and other bonds .«
Bank equipment .s oo soew
Bank premises .o oo oo
Real estate .. .. +« oo
Loans and discounts .. .

Total ee wa wove we weos.$744,820.21

The money that has been received
from all sources since the suspension
of the bank has been used in the re-
demption of notes in circulation and in
payment of the Dominion Government
deposit, the latter being a preferred
claim.

The notes in circulation are now re-
duced to $29.990 and against this
the Dominion Government holds a de-
posit of $13,500. The balance still out-
standing is amply provided for and the
notes will be paid as they are present-
ed. Interest on them has ceased to
accrue since the second of May.

The overdue and maturing loans
have been realized wherever possible
and additional security obtained in
cases where it could be procured.

A very large proportion of the loans
is of such a nature as to make their
quick liguidation impossible, and the
interest of the shareholders can best
be served by granting time for realiza-
tion.

It is not advisable and at the pre-
gent time it is not allowable, for the
shaveholders to be informed of the
names of those who are indebted to
the bank, or the amount involved.
Were such information to become
generally known, the prospect of the
bank realizing upon the losses would
be seriously affected.

Serious losses have been made and
large amounts must be written off now
and in future. These losses will pro-
bably absorb the capital, reserve and
profit and loss accounts. No reliable
estimate can be made as to the final
result, but it is hoped that a call upon
the shareholders’ double liability will
not be necessary.

social democrats.

The large profit and loss balance is

$100,000

accounted for by the settlement res
mently made with the president, Mt
Todd, the amount received having
been credited to this account,
(Signed R, B. KESSEN,
Curatony
Scant Information,

It will readily be perceived thal
these two statements are noticable for
their reticence.

The directors’ report, signed by tha
vice-president in the absence of the

is a model of uncommunis

while the curator has avails

If of the provisions of the

banking act which enabled him to

keep silence. It is sald that they were

not satisfying to the large number of

shareholders present who wanted a

fuller accounting of what had been
done with their property,

One shareholder, who had comd
from Woodstock, Rev, R, W. Weddall,
was not satisfied. with the silenca
maintained, and requested the reading
of the law which authorized it.

The curator was very reticent with
the newspaper men after the meeting
and informed them that all that was
necessary would be furnished the St.
John papers through the Bankers' Ase
sociation’s legal representative,

The developments at the meeting,
one of the most memorable ever held
in our little town, have been gathered
from shareholders who were present,
but they are reliable,

Averse to Charity.

When the matter of the check for
received from President F,
Todd, not W. F. Todd, M.P,, as hag
been represented in 4 Toronto publis
cation, and so scattered over the Do«
minion, was under consideration, ona
of the shareholders, G. W. Ganong,
stated that he as one of the share.
holders, wanted no charity from Mr,
Todd and that he would prefer that
the money be refunded if it was to bae
80 regarded. This brought forth some
questioning of Curator Kessen's curis
ous announcement that it was a gen-
erous contribution and Mr., Kessen
said that his words were ill chosen,
and that he regarded it as the paye
ment of an obligation and not as any
evidence of generosity, The curator
also observed that of the large sum
of over $600,000 reported in the last
annual report of the directors as
“outstanding loans,” he considered
$562,000, or over half the amount, to
worthless. Street reports tonight
place in this latter category notes of
firms that have been out of existence
for a quarter of a century and were
insolvent at that time, but have ever
since been carried as assets of value,

Demands Contributions,

One of the directors, Philip Breen,
who was appointed to succeed the
late Henry F. Todd gbout a year ago,
at the meeting today called upon J.
D. Chipman and J. T. Whitlock, two
fellow directors, to follow the lead
of Frank Todd and make contribu~
tions. Mr, Whitlock kept silence, but
Mr. Chipman replied that if it comld
be shown that he was in any way
liable he would pay double his liabil-
ity. He had been absent miuch »f the
time during which the crisis was be-

and the big indebtadness

yas through misplaced confi-

dence in those to whom loans were

made. F. W. Andrews, one of the

stockholders present, asked for infore

mation concerning the bond given by

the late cashier and received the in-

formation that it was only a bond
against embezzlement.

The most important result of the
meeting was, perhaps, the recognition
of the rights of the sharehelders to
some say in the liguidation of thnoir
property by the appointment of a coms
mittee consisting of Hon, George JI.
Clarke, chairman, J. Edwin Ganong
and Henry E. Hill to act with Curator
Kessen in all further transactious.

DAVID WHEATON ST
PROBTED AT S2800

Once The Owner Of Large
Marsh Tracts, His Real Es«
tate Amounted To Only
$1,000.

Special to The Standard.

Moncton, May 16.—The estate of tha
late Bavid Wheaton, of Sackville, is
probated at $29,000 of which only
$1000 is real. As Mr, Wheaton was
reported one of the largest marsh own=
ers in the provinee, it is evident that
he made some disposition of his prin.
cipal real property during his life-
time.

Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Northrup, of this
city, announced the engagement of
their second daughter, 1da Marie, to
Walter Clifton Nickerson, of Boston,

the wedding to take place here June
8th.




