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N. S. Central Association,

The Central Associstion of Nova Scotia met in {ts s20d
annusl session on Friday, June 28:h, witli the cliarch at
‘Bridgewater, N S The first meetiug was held st vine
o'clock:a, m. In the ab of the Moderator, Rey. A
Cohoon, the devotional exercises were conducted by the
pastor of the Bridgewater church, Rev. C R Freeman,
After the list of délegates had been read the cflizers for
the year were elected ns follows Moderator, Rev. (3.
0. Gates, D D, of Windsor; Clerk, Rev. H B Smith, of
New Germany: Assistant Clerk, Rev. B. M Whitman, of
Chester Basin: The pastors who had come within the
bounds of the Association during the year, viz , Revs. J.
H. Jenner, of the Noith Church, Halifax: L. A, Corbett, of
Canning; J. A. Porter, of Tancook; R. O. Morse, of Ches-

ter; and B. M. Whitman of Chester Basin, and also Prin- , est interests.

cipal DeWolfe, of Acadia S:minary, were introduced by
the Moderator and responded in fitting terms, = The re-
mainder of the morning session was occupied with the
reading of letters from the churches

After devotional services at 2 30, led by Rav, § March,
the Assoclation resumed business at 3 v'clock.

The report on Denomiuational ILiterature, written
Rev. Dr, Chute, whd was unable to attend ahe
tion, was read by Rev. ] D Spidell.
attention to the need of our people
Baptist principlcs.  Such a work as **Wilkinson's Bap-
tist Principle’’ was commended as that would at
present do good among ouf your prople by making them
better Baptists and better Christians  Deep convictions
and loyalty to them ought-at the same time to ensure a
larger Christian fellowship with brethren of other bodies.
The report mu!lqlv commended the MESSENGER AND
ViSITOR as & necessity to Baptist homes and a valuable
belper to the pastors in their work, and hespoke for the
editor of the paper the prayerfiul sympathy of | i brethren
o the work In which he is engaged. This purl was
discussed in hy a nufhber of the
brethren and adopted

by
Assocla-

The report called
being instracted in

one

su appreciative  spirit

The report of the
mented by Fev C H,

Committee on OYitusries was pre-

s
Iray Naone of the ministers con-

pected with the Assoclation have been removed by death

duting the year but o susber of brethren_ and  sisters:

who have been well k ‘esteemed for

work

thelr excellence wwd thev ve hden taken away

Aw ng these the epdit prentic el with affectionate ap

preciation the names of Yeucon | W Barss oF Wollville,
Deacon 1) ivid Thompson of Halltax, Mrs lsuac Shaw of
Weston, Mrs (Rev 7 40 N Avehibalid, und A H. Baker,
(He. ) of Lywer Aylestiosd Prayer of thankagiving was
cffered by Kev 'M- €A, preservation of
the miulstry from the't s of o riug the year

The reports of the Coanty: 1) st Commitiees were
heard. Rev 1) H Simpson @ tied far Kings; Rew
Geo R. White sud Men. Noalder for Han's, Rav, W, B
gezvuson for 1anenbiing, and Rev. W, A Suaelling for
Halitax

The report of the Commitiee on Foreign . Missions was
read by 1 !.:\n and after dscussion was sdopted A
synopsis of the report will Bie found 1 connection with
our report of the proceeding of the pulilic Norelgn Mis

fion meeting of Souday evening

HOME MUSIONS AND TEMPERANCK

.'vl’m»-\nnu and Tem
perance. The report on Home Missions, presented by
Re+v. W. B B¢ The wiiter hud been
able to gathier Hut little information ¢ mceining the work
farther than that it was aloug the same lioes a8 last year.

* Bighty-one churches had been assisted by the Board. Of
these 17 were in the Central Association, The report
emphasi¥d-the great impirtance to the denomination of
the work which the 1. M. Board lins rnow been carrying
ofi for twenty -four vears

Rev. R (). Morse of Chester, “'Reconstruc
tion in Home Wission Work,” There were three points
in regard to which Mr Morse believed recons'ruction de-
sirable : 1. Inrespect to Administraticn, The iuter-
e ts of the work reguired a Pield Seeretary, -and the
speaker believed that the churches. were willirg 1o pay
for the right man in that capacity. 2 As to Horizon :
The Work of Biptist missiors throughout the Dominion
should be regafded and organiz d ssone work, 3 Asa
remedy for overlapping, ‘wnd there
shonld be some arrangement athong the -evangelical
bodies which would prevent the undue crowding and re-
duplica‘ion to be found id many communities at present.

Rev. D. E. Hatt spoke of *'The Incentives to Home
Misston Wosk.”! 1. There was the honor of the denom-
ination. The  Baptist big B does not stand for ‘‘bite’’
or for “bunt,’”” but for brave ¢fiort. Tue young and

Bgrowlng interast are to be nourished, inta strength, and
the churches which have grown weak caunot be left to
perish. 2 There is the consileration of our debt to the
mission churches from which the forces which' enrich
the larger charches freqaently are drawn. 3  There is
the missionary spirit, which is essentially unselfish, The
gospel 1s God's gift to the world. 4. There is the ex-
press command of Jesus that the work of ‘evangelization
should begin at Jerusalem, The starting point is always
the home field.

Friday evening was given to Home

7 ynson, was hrief

spoke on

waste bf energy,

“pronounced the trip a very delightful one.

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

Rev. W, ¥. Parker, Corresponding Seccetary of the H.
‘M, Board for N. 8. and P. K. L., followed in an earnest
and effective address  Our home mission work, he said,
began with the denomination and must never cease as
long as we remain Baptists We must stand for the
whole gospel as our fathers did, and pase on thé work to
those who are to succeed us. The work to be done de-
mands strenuous effort and cannot be accomplished by a
hali-hearted people. The Board is aiding eighty fields,
seventeen of them in the Central Association and is
spending this year on these 17 fields $1300. Two mis-
sionary evangelists have been employed during the year
and their work has been crowned with a good measnre of
success. Some churches have become self-supporting.

More men and more money are the two great needs of

the work. The strongest men are needed for the weak-
We should be spending f£:0,020 for mis-
slon work in N S. and P. E. I. while this year we are
spending only about five thousand.
The report on Temperance was presented by Rev. W.
A. Soelling. It called attention to the great importance
of the Temperance question to the country, denounnced
the politiclans for not having passed prohibitory laws and
declared that it was ‘* useless to look for any help in
politics outside of what we may control by purely politi-
cal influence.”” The repott also expressed the opinion
that all the influences which should be brought to bear
+s)cially and morally in the interests of Temperdnce is not
being exerted. S. S teachers. preachers and religiouns
journals should in this matter be as watchmen upon the
walls of Zion. The report recommended that the church-
es should carry on gospel temperance meetings.
Mr. Suelling supported the report which he had read in
a short but vigorons speech.

R:.v ]. H. Jenner followed in an excellent.speech He
embhasized the importance of the Temperance reform,
and bzlieve that in spite of some discouragenrents the
floxd of Temperance sentiment wai coatinually rolling
in, The drink trefficis an evil so great as to demand
abolition. It is chargeable with poverty, mnultiplication
and aggravation of ciime and with the destriction of
much valuable life. Intemperance slays far more than
war. Our atlitude toward the evil must be constant and
uncompromising opposition. Many fail to esrry out in
practical action the convictions to which they give en-
thusiastic expression in Temperance meetings
yieldl to the demands of party politics to the degree of
supporting anti-temperance meun. Baptists should: stand
for Temperance seven days in the week.

Rev. C. H Diy followed in a strong
apeech. . We should seek to know what
destroyivg & glant evll. James and John
fire from heaven upon
That was not Christ's way
tans were to be conguered,

Many

and eff-ctive
s God's way of
.would have
fnliospitable
The Samari
not by fire from heaven but
Tiy the fire of the Holy Ghost accompanying the preach
fng of Christ's apostles. God fs using his people against
this evil of intemperance, The first stage «f the conflict
was education. Men Fiust firs be taught that the thing
wag evil. Then came obligation. Men must feel an ob
ligation to contend against the evil, and thirdly there is
the stage of sggrersion when the churches will uniie
thelr forces agsinst the evil and it will be destréyed.

called down the

Samaritavs

SATURDAY MORNING,

At the opening of the morning session the Association
voted to accept the invitation of friends i Bridgewater
for an excurslon down the river in the afternoon. This
excursion proved to be very enjoyable. A small steamer
started for the mouth of the 1.2 Have at four o'clock, and
returned at half past six. Qiite a*large number of the
delegates availed themselves of the opportunity to enjoy
the scenery of the beautiful La Have, and on their return
Proceeding
to the business of the morniny session, the report of
Systematic Benevolence was presented by Rev. H. B.
Smith. The report noted that what is fundamental to all
Christian benevolence i3 love. Christ and his gospel are
the outcome of the divine love, and the divine love,
‘wherever it moves npon human hearts, prompts tolgiving.
2. There is areflsctive influence in bemevolence. It
blesses thos: who give as well asthose who receive. The
soul that does not give is nnblest. 3. Benevolence
is a means of consecration and of development of
Christian cbaracter and therefore is a saving in-
fluence upon other lives. The record of the ben-
evolent work of the denomination shows & measure of
development, but not so great as is to be desired, and
there is large room for advancement along this line. The
sabj:ct was discussed by the Association at some length,
Among the svggestions made were the importance of
keeping the needs of work before the people by the use
of circulars, etc., the importance of trath giving as lmnr-
ing systematic contributions and developing ben
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that some $4 000 of the subscriptions to the College For-
ward M t Fund remained still id

The report of the C i on Statisti
ed by Rev. H. B. Smith. The report lhowed thn 31
‘churches filled out the Statistical blanks and wrote a let-
ter, while 19 filled out the blanks, but wrote no letter.
Fifty churches in the Assoclation out of 57 had been
heard from. Those not heard from were Burlington,
Fall River 1st, Maitland, Musquodoboit, New Minas,
Rawdon, Wolfville, [Delegates present from Wolfville
stated that a letter had been duly prepared by the
church, but by some oversight or mischance it had not
reached the Clerk of the Assoclation. ] The membership
of the churches in the Association wag last year 10,595;
this year, so far as the letters tell, it is 10,553, making a
decrease of 62. The number baptized last year was 263;
thia year 305, an increase of 42; 37 churches report bap
tisms*—13 report none. The letters show that there are
1700 non-resident members belonging to the churches of_
the Association; last year 1850 non resident members
were reported. The reported decrease in membership
this year would seem to be owing to revision of church
lists and the dropping, names which had been classed as
non-residents, Four or five churches in the Association
are pastorless,

In the absence of the ch-lnnsn of thé standing com-
mittee on Sunday Schools or of any report from him, s
report was presented by Rev. G. R. White. It regretted
the absence of statistics y to a satisfactory report
on the subject, emphasized the importance of the Sunday
School work and expressed the apprehension that the
Assaclation was not giving to it the attention which it~
deserved. While recognizing the value of the work be-
ing done by the Provincial Sunday -School -Association
and the inspiration to be derived from the meetings, the
report insisted that there was a work on behalf of Sun-
day scnools which Baptists must do for themselves aud
which they could by no means afford to neglect. In the
discussion which followed emphasis was laid upon the
importance of Baptists keeping up their own S. 8. Asso-
ciations in addition to the inter-denominational asssocia-
tions. It was urged that Baptists should gointo interde-
nominational conventionas strongly, take the prominent
place ard exert the influence which their naumbers en-
titled them to. But Baplists who go into these Conven
tions should not, as some do, lose their interest in the
denominational Associations. . The importance of culti
vating  apirit of henevolence among the children of the
Sunday schools toward the benevolent work of the de
nomination was also urged. This, it was syid, was be
ing doue in a few schools, but in many it is not so,

The editor of the MRSSENGER AND VisiTor belog
present was {nvited to address the Association, and was
very kindly heard as he presented he interests connect
e with the denominational paper.

KDUCATION

At the afternoon session the report of the Committee

on Hiucation was presented by Rev. C. H, Day. The
report showed that the year had been one of steady, suc
cessful ‘work” for the institutions at Wolfville. The
teachers bad beew preserved in good health., A deserved
tribute was pald to the memory of the late Dr D. ¥
Higgins, for many years head of the Mathematical de
partment of ‘the Cullege, Intelligence of whose death had
been received since the Association had been in session.
Dr. Chute, added last year to the staff of the Theologica!
department, was mentioned most favorably. The moral
and religions condition of the institutionsis toa bigh
degree satisfactory. The financial situstion is somewhat
less 8o The College has an accumulated deficit of
$10,675 and is adding to it about $1500 annually. The
Seminary has had a good year with a considerably in-
creased atlendance, and with good prospects for the
coming year. Itis expected that it will close the yesr
without a deficit. Principal DeWolfe's first year in
charge of the Seminary is felt to have demonstrated his
fitness for the important position. The Academy has
continued to do good work. The Manual Training snd
the Business departments have héen more efficient and
Letter patronized than ever before. Improved conditions
as to heating and lighting have added much to comfort
-and convenience. After the report had received some-
what carefal consid it was adopted, and as the
hour had arrived for the excursion on the river, the
Association adjourned until evening.

The ladies of the Assoclatiorial W. B. M. U. also held
their dnhual meeting in the Presbyterian Hall on Snur
day afternoon.

The evening session of Siturday was devoted mainly
to a platform meeting in the interests of our ¥ 1ucations!
work and Northwest mission work.

A letter in reply to the letters from the churches was
presented by Rev. M. P. Freeman. This letter received

the need of earnest and systematic effort in connectlon
with the raising of the Twentieth Century fund ; the re-
sponsibility of the pastors in promoting systematic ben-
evolence by precept and example. A number of psstors
and other delegates reported what progrees was being
made in their several churches in the matter of raising
the Century Fund. Attention was also called to the fact

the endor t of the A iation, and was ordered to
be printed and sent to the pastors that it might be read
by them to their congregations.

The Committee on Resolutions reported through Rev.
G. R, White, ding ol of thanks to the
people of Bridgewater for their hospitable entertainment,
to the choir for excellent music and to the local Com-
mittee for the delightful excursion on the river; also o




