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SIXl"H ANNUAL ABSEMBLY, HAMILTON, 1881, 62
" ADbRESS:

Fratres of the National Great Priory of Canada,—

By the meroy of Divine Providence we are again permitted to meet
in annual conclave on this the sixth (6th) agniversary of our Templar
Nationality, and twenty-seventh (27th) of the introduction by me of
the Order from England into Canada. . I may now congratulate you
that your long-cherished wish for’ “ Home Rule” has become fully
realized, * Convent General a8 & representative body having for all
practical purposes ceased to oxist ; at the same time it is inipossible
not Fo regret that the admirable scheme of & “Convent General,” to
organize & Templar Order worthy of the name, did not meet with

that the time and labor
quld have been alfnogt
will never probably again
present itself, i

Our connection with England, which it was hoped since the memo. .
rial sent to “Grand Conclave” in 1873, would at least have been *
maintained in theory, at all events, appears to be well-nigh gt an end,
:and Bir Patrick Colquhoun's efforts to establish a United Orde,
in ‘the three Kingdoms seems to Possess as little reality, This,
however, is no fault of ours, ‘“Convent General” mos having agsem.
bled once a year, as required by the Btatutes, has ‘Yipso facto” dig-
‘solved ' itself, thus

always independent,
having the tull powers of a Federal body, subject only'to the com. -
+ bined action that bound the whole Union, ;

It now appears questionable Whether a “ Convent General should

over have been formed, even with the prestige of H. R, H. the Prince
of Wales, It was composed of too conflicti g el ts, and matt
Wwere not ripe for the radical changes contemplated by the new
Btatutes. The idea of one cosmopolitan Order as of old, with a
Supreme Grand Master, was a grand ption of the origina 5 Bir’
Patrick Colquhoun, but the ma We
“0an now look back more calmly i than Perhaps we
could at the time, to his ennobli rder, and we may
‘well add our sympathy for what to him must have been a great dis-
‘“appointment. 3

The secession of Bcotland at an early period of the negotiations,
rendered it doubtful whether the .ugion of the English’ and Irish




