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CANADIANS DO NOT
REQUIRE A BRIBE

MINISTER RESENTS

THE INSINUATION |

————— —

Hon. Clifford Sifton Speaks at°Ottawa
on Question of Imperial Prefer—
ential Trade.

Ottawa, Deec, 8.—Hon, Clifford Sifton,
minister of the interior, addressing the
Canada Club here last night, dealt with
Imperial preferential trade. He said
that preference upon grain would mean
stimulating its produection and enhancing
the price, but to what extent it was dif-
ficu't to say. If Britain accepted the pro-
posed colonial preference a bargain could
be struck, but until such time as Britain
said what she wanted in return it could
not be decided. It was preposterous to

ROOSEVELT'S MESSAGE.

London Papers Do Not Devote Much
Space to Criticism.

Londen, Dee. 8.—While President
Roosevelt’s message to congress is
acknowledged to be of universal interest
to the outside world, it evokes no very
striking ecomment from the London press.
Both sides in the fiscal controversy seize
points in it which they contend favor
their- particular claims. Perhaps the
part attracting the most serious atten-
tion is the President’s reference to the
necessity for creating a great mercantile
marine,

The Standard refers to the entry of
the United States upon a career of col-
onial dominion as “entailing heavy na-
tional expenditure, so that henceforth the
problem for the government will likety
be not how to get rid of its automatic
surpiug, but how to maintain its finan-
cial equilibruim.”

The Daily Telegraph refers to the
question in ‘dWealing with ftrusts as
“sound common sense,” and says his al-
lnion to the settlement of the Alaska
boundary difficulty is “in the best of
taste,” .

The Daily News views with some
alarm the entrance of the United States
into world politics, and says “America
is fortunate ib -opening an aggressive
diplomatic career with statésmen as

suggest that Canada should refrain from
controlling her own mapufactures for the |
benetit of Britain. He protested against
Canada being pictured as. a squalling in-
fant demanding preference, otherwise it
would break up family peace and leave
the Empire, The suggestion that Canada
should be bribed, etherwise it would join
the American union, was contemptible,
Every self-respecting Canadian could
manage his own affairs, and if necessary
at times aid' Britain. Nothing ceuld be
more destructive to*manly self-reliance
than the insinuation that Canadians re-
quired to be bribed in the performance
of their duty as ecitizens of the British
Empire. If Britain ecame to Canada
with a trade treaty he was prepared to
give as much as we got, but would not

support anything that wag not mutual- yhauled down, and Consul Davies has left

ly advantageous. It was not in the in-
terest of the Empire for the colonies to
harass Britain with extra burdens. Can-
ada would not give up any of its
autonomy. The British navy was not
necessary for the protection:of Canada,
but land protection was necessary. He
suggested all school boys should be
trained to use rifles. He approved of A.
B. Aylesworthh and Sir L. Jette not
signing the Alaska award, and said that
it would strengthen the ties between
Britain and Canada if in all cases iv
wiitelE Camida™ was™ “Hiterested’ ~th

should be three Canadian commissioners,

Father Fulham Dead.

Rev. Father Fulham, a victim of the
Ottawa university fire on Wednesday
last, died at Water street hospital this
morning from the effects of his injuries.

From Dakota.

There entered . the Canadian North-
west from Dakota during Oectober and
November 1,494 people and 189 cars of
settlers’ effects. The effeets, not includ«
ing cash, amounted to $250,00({.

HERBERT SPENCER DEAD.
’ J—
Famous Author Passed Away After Ill-
ness Which Lasted Several
Months,

London, Dec. 8.—Herbert Spencer, the
famous author, died this morning at his
home in Brighton.

His health had been’ failing for some
months, The illness took a eritical turn
a few days ago, and he became-~ uncon-
scious last rvight, passing away without
pain. By his ewn desire, the least pos-
sible information was given out during
Mr. Spencer’s illness. He was born in
1820.

MISSING PASSENGERS.

Failure to Locate Two ‘Who Shipped on
Queen—Did They Land Here?

Seattle, Dec. 8.—San Francisco spe-
cials says the steamer Queen arrived
from Seattie this morning with two pas-
sengers missing,. When she left Seattle
Mrs, Harry E. Oldt and a little child
were seen aboard by Capt. Cousins and
passengers. The Queen touched at Vie-
toria, but passengers says Mrs. Oldt was
seen -on the steamer after leaving that
port. A few hours later neither could
be found.

Steamship officials and customs officers
have mo record of Mrs. Oldt and her
child landing here, nor have they any
recollection of having seen. the lady. The
Queen was in port on Saturday evening,
arriving from Seattle at 4 o’clock and
sailing for San Francisco at 8.30.

MAN. SUFFOCATED.

Sydney Langdridge was sgmthered to
death on board his own boat at Vancouver
on Sunday morning. He was smoking
cigarettes in his bed in the cabin and fell
asleep with a lighted cigarette in his hand.
The lighted end came in contact with the
bed clothes and started a slow fire, which
filled the cabin with smoke and suffocated
its occupant. The smoke was seen at 9.30
by Captain Gates, who burst open the door

able\as President Roosevelt and Secre-
tary Hay, but she will not always be sv
favorably situated, and must be pre-
pared for heavy burdens such as Europe
has to bear. American squadrons will
soon be rapidly multiplying in number
and strength; let us hope ‘the world’s
peaceful instincts will grow at the same
pace.”

‘CONSUL ASSAULTED.

U'nibGdVStates. Representative at Alex-
andretta ‘Attacked by the Loeal
Police.

Constantinople, Dec. 8.—The United
States flag over the consulate at Alex-
andretta, Asiatic Turkey, has been

his post for Beyrout in consequence of a
serious diplomatic incident, during which
Mr. Davies was insulted and assaulted
by the local police. The affair grew out
of the arrest of an Armenian, Ohanfles
Attarian, a naturalized American citi-
zen,
Official Dispatch.

Washington, Dec. 8.—The state depart-
ment has received a brief cablegram
from Consul Davies at Alexandretta,
saying that he had trouble with the local

lice at Alexandretta, and had left for
MEeyFout - consequence., -Phe state de-|
partment promptly cabled Minister Leish-
man at Constantinople to institute a
thorough investigdtion of the whole af-
fair, It is said that Leishman will call
at the foreign office to-day to inquire of
the Turkish officials regarding the mat-
ter.

DANCER MURDERED.

Stabbed by a Jealous Lover Because She-
Looked Too Often at Another Man.

Berlin, Dec. 8.—It has now become known
that the leading female dancer at the
Metropole theatre, Fraulein Freida Boelke,
was murdered at & hotel in Cologne on
December 2nd, by 'Ferdinand Tessier,  a
manufacturer of machinery at Viehy,
France, who had several times been a
Nationalist candidate for member ‘of the
Chamber of Deputies. They were engaged
to be married and had dined together at
the hotel, and quarrelled in-a private sit-
ting room because the woman had looked
too frequently, her lover thought, at an-
other man In the dining room. He first
tried to chloroform the girl, but she was
a strong woman and pushed him away.
Tessler then took a hatchet, which he had
concealed about him, and struek the woman
once ineffectually and them stabbed her
fatally three times with a dagger.

ALL-RED CABLE.
Report That Press Messages May
Handled Free Between Canada and
New Zealand.

Be

Ottawa, Dec. 8.—It is likely that an ar-
rangement will soon be made between
Canada and New Zealand for the handling
of free press messages over the Pacitic
cable.

OPENS CAMPAIGN.

R. L. Boruen, the Conservative Leader, De-
livered Address at St. John, N. B.

St John, N. B., Dec. 8.—R. L. Borden,
leader of the opposition, opened the cam-
paign in New Brunswick here last night at
a big gathering In the Yerk theatre. He
dealt at length on the new transcontinental
rallway bill and the fiscal policy ef the
Conservative party. He was frequently
cheered In the course of his speech. Mr.
Borden leaves for Moncton to-day.

MINERS’ STRIKE OVER.

Halifax, Dec. 8.—The Springhill strike
has been’ declared off, and the miners re-
sumed work to-day. An agreement satis-
factory to both parties was reached last
night.

SUDDEN DEATH.

“Ottawa, Dec. 8.—Rev. Father O’'Brien,
who was completing his studies In the-

of the cabin, when the whole interior sprang
into flame. Langdridge's body was drag-
ged out, howexer, and the fire extin-
Suished.

ology at the Scholasticate school in connec-

THE DOMIAON
IAD REW ZENAND

®

PROPOSAL FOR A
FREE PRESS SERVICE

Sir Sandford Fleming Says It Would Be
of Mutual Benefit-- Austrafia’s
£ Attitude.

’

Ottawa, Dec. 8. —The following letter
written by Sir Sandford Fleming regard-
ing the proposed free service of news
between Canada and New Zealand, is
given out for-publication:

The Pacific cable was completed on
October 31st, 1902, and on that date the
globe was telegraphically encircled for
the first time in the world’s history. A
few weeks later the state-owned trans-
Pacific telegraph was in all respects
ready for use, and was epened for gen-
eral business on this day twelve months
ago. Since then it has been continuous-
ly employed with singular success in the
transmission of telegraph 1messages.
Month by month the number of words
sent by the cable has steadily inereased,
and ‘the volume of traffic which it has at-
tracted now exceeds the estimate of the
Imperial] cable committee, of 1897, of
which Lord Selbourne was chairman.

The Pacific cable has proved itself
eminently fitted for the accompliskment
of all that its most sanguine friends pré-
dicted. In one respect, however, the re-
sults  have been disappointing. It was
expected that Canada, New Zealand and
A‘ustmlia would become telegraphically
neighbors, but only failure in this re
spect has resulted so far.

It is fitting on this, the firet anniver-
sary. of the opening of the line of com-
munication for public business, to enquire
into the cause of failure and seek for
the remedy. s

The advocates of the Pacific cable in-
dulged the hope that in the interests of
tl‘flde and commerce, no less than in
friendly feeling and political kinship, the
newspapers would have frequent reports
on all current affairs, and that the Brit-
ish people at the termini of the ecable
would thus establish closer relations and
deeper triex;dsh?ji' Strange to say such
has not be¥n"#Hc case. There is no evi-
dence to show ‘that, during the whole of
the first year of the existence of
this = splendid means of  instan-
taneous communication, A single press
message has passed from Australasia to
Canada, or from Canada to ‘Australasia,

In our Canadian papers every issue has
more or less of English telegraphie news;
we have likewise frequent cable- news
from all parts of the world, if we except
Australasia and New Zealand. We only
hear of the sister colonies in the ‘South
P.aciﬁc at wide intervals, and never by
direct cable. It is a strange fact that
news reports, when they reach us at all,
are second-hand.  They are but meagre
driblets copied from the English newspa-
pers,

No Australian newspnpér is without
European news, but the European press
messages do not pass through' Canada.
Long before the Pacific cable was com-
pleted, its great antagonist, the- astuté
Eastern Extension Company, alive to its
oW interests, took time by the forelock
and made contracts _with the leading
'{xqwﬁpupers of the Commonwealth{who'
in their turn dominate the lesser papers)
for the exclusive supply of press cable-
grams. These contracts extefid over a
term of years, and thus the whole of
fhe Australian newspapers are tied to
the Bastern Extension Company. As 2
consequence, the people of the Ausfralian
states obtain no telegraphic news from
England, or from any part of the world,
except through the Eastern Extension
Company,

We have indeed a direct line of com-
munication which could do the work; we
have a state-owned telegraph of the very
highest class Qetween Canada and the
Commonwealth, but notwithstanding this
modern means of enlightment, Austral-
ians are kept in the dark respecting Can-
ada, as much as Canadians are kept in
the dark respecting Australia. The Pa-
cific cable has been in existence for a
vear, the two countries are telegraphi-
cally united, not a week, not a day,
passes without something transpirviog
which we would wish to know, or which
they would wish to know, and which
we both ought to know; but no provision
whatever is made for a cable news ser-
vice of any kind between the two coun-
tries.

As a single illustration of the condi-
tion of ignorance respecting current Aus-
tralian affairs in which w» in Canada
remain, I may instance the animated ¢:s:
cussions in the Australian parliamant o
a subject of much interest to us. It was
an agreement between the Australian
government and the Eastern Extension
Company which required ratification of
parliament. The governments of Can-
ada and New Zealand and the home
government had protested against the
agreement as inimical to the Pacific
cable. The discussions in the Austral-
ian parliament were in July, August and
September of the present year. They
were wholly unknown. Not until the
mails arrived in October did we hear of

tion with Ottawa Unlversity, dropped dead
: to-day. He was 24 years of age and came
from the United States.

them, Not until November 6th did we
learn definitely that the ratification of

o

the measure was nct concurred in. Had
there been a cable news service between
the two countries we would have had
intimation of its fate on September 8th.
It was nearly two months after that
date before we had any certain knowl-
edge of the fact that a measure, held to
be hostile to the interests in which Can-
ada is concerned, was abamdoned in
the Senate of the Commonwealth,

That is merely one 1illustration of the
need of a news service; cases eontinually
arise; if enquiry be made at the depart-
ment of trade and commerce. it will b
found that there is abundant eviden
establishing that opportunities of de-
veloping varieus branches of trade are
lost for want of that knowledge of what

-is gommg on which a press service would

continually furnish. !

The Canadian government gesiring to
take full advantage of the pewly laid
cable passed an: order-in-douncil on
Mareh Tth, 1903, poiuting but that a
new service was mueh needed§ that such
a service would tend to promote trade
and extend commercial intercourse be-
tween the British countries at both ends
of the cable, and that -other advantages
would result. Australia and' New Zea-
land were invited to unite with Canada
in taking steps te establish a' press ser-
vice across the Pacific, which would be
free of charge to all newsphpers, and
that the limif should be 500 words
transmitted both ways daily for a period
of three months.

The government of New Zealand re-
sponded in favor of the proposal, but the
government of the Commeonwealth raised
objections to it. Up to the present time
the objectious raised have not been re-
moved.

We arfe now at the beginuing of the
second year of the operation of the Pac1-
fic cable, and if Australia does not yet
seée the way-to co-operiate in & most im-
portant movement there seems no good
reason why Canada and New Zealand
should any longer be denied a measure
of the benefits which the cable, establish-
ed in the common interests, 'is capable
of konferring, Ciacy )

No expense has been spured';;o render
the Pacific cable a perfect mesills of #ele-
graphic communication. It is equipped
in the fullest manner with the best of
everything which science —can suggest,
ineluding the latest automatic instru-
ments; it is provided with a compléte
staff of carefully selected . officers and
operators; in this undertaking the state
is in| possesion of‘a peerless medium by
which intelligence can be instantaneously
conveyed. On the authority of Mr.
Reynolds, its wmanager, the British cable
“would be able to earry in an emergeney
a very large traffie, in fact:the whole
traffic of Australia at a pineh.” Already
we are tqld it-is doing a gogd business
and the traffic is steadily imereasing. All
this is' satisfactory, and yet those who
know the conditions affirm that in about
two hours each day it -would be possible
for the cable and lits excellent staff .to
transmit all the messages now sent, pro-
vided they nwere transmifted in a con-
tinuous stream. These facts go to show
that the Pacific cable has ample gapacity
for an enormous increase of business,
that all the press news desired to be sent
for public information may easily be
transmifted without in the 'least inter-
fering with other tra‘he, without increas-
ing the working staff, and without ad-
ding a single shilling to the working ex-
pense.

Having regard to these “indisputable
facts and all the circumstances of the
case; what course should be followed in
the matter? Perhaps 'the original pro-
posal of the ‘Camadian government of
March last cannot be carried out in its
entivety until the:Ansfralian government
sees the way to co-operafe with.the other
partners  in. thercablés but, meanwhile is
there any reason why a limited news ser-
videcannot e inangtrated.betwpen New
Zealand. and Canada? g

The ' original ‘proposal contemplated
transmitting 500 words of press news
daily. This would necupy half an hour
of the more than 20 hours the cable
would be idie or not engaged in the trans-
mission of paying traffic. A Canadian-
New Zealand service simply might be
commencel with a reduced numwber of
words or less frequent transmissions.
Even 500 words a week would be infin-
itely better than having, as ' at ‘presens,
no rews service vhatever,

L am sure that a free news sérvice oc-
cupying the catie and its staff no more
fhan kalf an hoar a week, in the ex-
change of information for the mutual
ben«fit of the people of New Zealand
and Canada, would be productive of
much good in many ways. I feel satis-
fied that a limited service of this kind
would prove to be the forerummer of a
full daily press  service in witich the
people of tue Austraiian Cemmoinwealth
would be wiiling partieipants,

SANDFORD FLEMING,

REACHES QUEENSTOWN.

Aiccident to Steering Gear Compelled
Atlantic Liner Kroonland to Re-
turn to Port.

Queenstown, Ireland, Dec. 9.—The
Red Star steamer Kroonland, which
sailed’ from Antwerp for New York on
December 5th, and reported yesterday
that her steering gear was disabled, and
that she  was returning here, arrived in
the infier harbor' of Queenstown fo-day
without assistance. ‘Her steering gear
was disabled yesterday morning, but she
had little difficulty in steering by means
of her twin screws, The Kroonland has
900 pdssengers on board.

It is anticipated that the passengers
of thé Kroonland will be tramsferred to
the White Star line steamer Teutonie,
which ‘sails from Liverpool to-day for
Queenstown, -and__ to-morrow  for New
York. *

H.M:S, FLORR WAS
MOYED SIX FEET

—_———

THE CRUISER NOW
NEARER DEEP WATER

Grafton’s Hawser Parted Under Heavy
Strain—Stranded: Vessel to Be
Further Lightened.

Nanaimo. Dec, 8.—A dense fog has
obscured operations on the Flora from
observation all day. Word has been re-
ceived that the vessel is still fast on the
reef, but the heavy guns were removed
last night, and she is now on an even
keel with fore and aft inclination. At
high tide last night the Grafton, Egeria
and two small tugs attempted to haul
her off, but the vessel never stirred. By
the removal of the contents the Flora 1s
now almost a hulk. Again this morning
an effort failed. It is now established
that the present steam force is insufli-
cient, and a fleet of tugs will be as-
sembled. It is reported that at the time
the vessel struck ther weather was clear
except for a fog bank whieh was lying
on Denman Island, into which the Flora
ran,

Pending the mews of the success or
non-success of operations on the Floru
the contract for the repair of the steamer
Moana in dry dock’'is being held, it not
being known whether the dock will be
required for the use of the cruiser within
the next few days.

With the crews of all ships around
her upwards of a thousand men are on
the spot, and labor is therefore not want-
ing. The crew of the Flora are still en-
camped ashore, their tents and shanties
being plainly in view of passing vessels.

Pilot Owens, of this Ccity, saw the
Flora on Sunday morning. He says that
she is well sheltéred from a southwest
or southeast gale, and the wreck could
only be effected by a mnortherly wind,
which at this time of the year is not ex-
pected. QCapt. Owens states that from
what he heard the error of the navigating
officer was made through mstaking a
spar buoy on Village Point, three miles:
distant from Union, on Denman Island,
for that on Base Flats, five miles distant
from-Union and on. Vancouver ~Isiuied
coast.
at the stern of the Flora, and the Egeria
stood off some distance. The flagship
has a big nine-inch steel hawser from the

.naval yard, Esquimalt, on which to put

a setrain, and if the bow of the stranded
cruiser can ' be raised sufficiently by
means of huge hydraulic jacks some good
results will be expected from to-morrow’s
work.,

It has been ted here that in event
of other plans failing, it might become
necessary to brace up the ship and then
blakt out the rock now offering greatest
resistance.

—_—
Nanaimo, Dee. 8.—Last pight the
sixth attempt to drag the Flora off the
rocks on Village Point was marked with
the first signs of success, when the
cruiser was moved six feet fromv thegreef
nearer deep water. i

In the middie of the tow the Grafton’s
hawser parted and the toew bits gave
way under the tremendous strain exerted
by -the flagship.. No one was injured by
the aceident, which made any farther at-
tempt to float tiie vessel at that tide im-
possibie,

The continuous fog is greatly imped-
ing the work of salving the ship.

It has been learned that owing to the
enormous difficulty experienced in getting
coal out through the small ash lift, very
little had been removed. It is now cou-
‘sidered gdvisable to remove‘all this from
the cruiser, and the Egeria leaves for
Esquimalt us soon as the fog lifts for
big scows, which will be used for lighter-
age purposes.

No further attempt will be made to
get the ship off until entirely free of
cargo and fittings.

‘The weather continues calm.

Another Attempt To-Morrow.

Nanaimo, Dec. 9.~Admiral Bickford
will make the next attempt to float the
Flora to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.
Having moved the vessel six feet, he be-
lieves he can get her off. The fog con-
tinues to himder the work, and the
Egeria has been unable to leave,

FEAR- ARMENIAN REVOLT,
Troops Being Hurried to the Caucasus
Where Trouble Appears to Be
Brewing.

London, Dee, 9.—The Moscow corres-
pondent of the Times says: “The gov:
ernment is hurriedly prepdring to meet
the contingency of a general Armenian
revoit in the Caueasus. Troops have
been drafted and extraordinary precau-
tions taken to safeguard the main rail-
way line.”

The plan for 4 body of Americah con-
gressmen to visit Paris and for a number
of French parliamentarians to visit
Washington is assaming a definite as-
pect,

The Grafton occupied a position

COLOMBIA AND ISTHMUS.
Society Formed With Object For Re-
covering Panama—Nominations For
Presidential Election.

New York, Dee. 9.—Under the date of
December 5th, the Herald’s Bogota cor-
respondent cables:

“The National electoral ccmmittee has
proclaimed General Reyes as the unani-
mous choice for the presidency of Co-
lombia, and Genera! Gonzales Valencia
as the choice for the vice-presidency.

“President Marroquin to-day cabled
General Rafael Reyes at Washington
that any negotiations proposed at Wash-
ing not based om the return of Panama
will be useless and not acceptable to Co-
lombia, A national integrity society on
a large scale has been organizéd with
three hundred thousand active members,
with the objeet of recovering the
isthmus. The elections in Colombia
were to have been held en December
2nd.”

Concentrating Troops.

La Guaira, Venezuela, Dec. 9.—The
French steamer Versailles, which has
arrived here from Savanilla, reports that
Colombian steamers have landed 1,100
men from Cartegena, near the mouth of
the Atrata river, to open a way through
the mountains to Panama. Other trocps
from Cuaca, Colombia, are said :0 be
converging on Panama, and from Il
parts of Colombia troops are reported to
be marching or awaiting the vesult of
General Reyes’s mission to Wash'ngron.

News to Them,

Washingten, Dee. 9,—Dr, Herran, the
Colombian charge, to-day said that if
troops from Cartegena had landed, it 1s
directly in opposition to the advices of
both himself and General Reyes,

General Reyes stated that the dispaten
was the first information he had re-
ceived of the reported movement of Col-
ombia troops. He declared that"if sucn
a movement has taken place, it was
without orders from him. Upon coming
to Washington General Reyes temporar-
ily reiinguisned the command of the
OColombian army, the duties falling upon
Gencral Catro.

Toe general was told by the Presiderx
that the Uiited States had determined
to maintain {he independence of the new
republic of Panama against allcomers,
It has been decided that sound military
practice requires the extension of the pro-
tected zone outside the canal strip so as
to include the entire territory of the re-
public of Panama. Né Colombian froops
will ba allowed to cross- the frontier intv
Panama, or, if they ¢ross they will be
ejected.

News has reached Washington of the
reported movemect of Colombian troops
Aowayd the isthmiug, but “the reliability
of 'the reports is douivteéd. "The pomnt
where the Colombian troops are reported
to have landed is believed to be on the
dividing line between the {territosy of
Panama and Colombia.

A report is current to the effect that
Colombian naval vessels are participat-
ing in the movemeut towards the
isthmus, but it is said at the United
States navy department that they are so
insignificant ‘iu power and size that the
smallest of the United States warships
now on the east side of the isthmus could
speedily terminute their activity,

RUSSIA SENDS SQUADRON.

Report That Czar Will Oppose Opening
of Yongampho to Commerce of
/7~ World,

Tokio, Japan, Dee. 9.—A strong Rus-
sian squadron, consisting of eight war-
ships, ineluding tswvo battleships, has ar-
r'ved at Chemulpo, the port of Seou,
capital of Korea, to support Russia’s op-
position to the proposed wopening of
Yongampho to the commerce of the
world. - The Russians threaten to land
three thousand men and march on Seoul,
should Korea disregard their warning.

Not Confirmed.

London, Dec. 8.—The Tokio dispatch
announcing Lhe arrival of a Russian fleet
off Chemulpo was commumicated to the
foreign office here by the Associated
Press, and was received with apprehen-
sion, though it was not confirmed by any
foreign office disphtches from the Far
East. It was said that if the informa-
tion from Tokio was correct it would al-
most nullify any negotiatien, however
pacific, now proceeding between Russia
and Japan.

The Japanese legation had mo confirm-
ation of the Tokio report, and Baron
Hayashi, the Japanese minister, said to
the Associated Press that he was inclin-
ed to discredit it.

SMUGGLING CHINESE. ,

Sloop With Two White Men and Five
Orientals Ab-ard Seized
by Tug.

Port Townsend, Dec. 8 —The United
States revenue tug Arecata, Capt. Harry
Hamlett, to-day made one of the most
important captures of the year when: it

overhauled a sloep with five contraband |
Chinese and two white men on board. |

One of the whites is Wildes, one of the
most troublesome Chinese smugglers in
the Northwest.

ITALIAN SHIP ASHORE.

Astoria, Ore., Dec. 9.—The Italian ship
Cavour, lumber laden, dragged her
anchors and went ashore on Republie
Spit. not far from the poiut of Adams’s
life saving station. The seas are break-

“ng over her, and there is little hope of

her being saved. - The Point Adams life
saving crew took off the master of the
ship and 16 men,
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Italy Will Not/Co-operate With Britaim
Against the Natives, But
Watches Coast.
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Rome, Dee. 9.—The Italian cruiser
Lombardia, the gunboat Volturn and the
aispateh vessel Galilo, have arrived “at
Aden. They will soon be joined there
by the cruiser Cristofero Colon, the flag
ship, and will proceed to Durbo to inflick
punishment on the Somaliland tribe
which on Sunday killed Lieut.-Com-
mander Garbaur, after he had opened
fire upon the fort there for refusing to
hoist the Italiay flag.

The news; received here that the Brit-
ish cruiser Méhawk had landed a’ de-
tachment of marines at Durbo and set
the village on fire caused some surprise.
Durbo being the Italian protectorate, it
is contended that a British warship
should not undertake belligerent opera-
tions there.

Answeriag interpellations in the Cham-
ber of Deputies to-day, Under Secretary
for Foreign Afffairs Fusinato said that
Italy wished to keep her actions im
Somaliland separate from those of Great
Britian. In'a sense, he said, Italy does
not eo-operate with Great Britain in the
latter’s campaign against the Mad Mui-
lah, but merely watches the coast as pre-
seribed- by the Brussels convention to
prevent the smuggling of arms and the
commerce in siaves.

General Egerton, who succeeded Gen.
Manning, is in command of the British
expedition against the Mad Mullah.

Abyssinian  co-operation with the
British will be an important feature of
the operations, The British govern-
ment has undertaken, with the consemt
of the Emperor Menelek, to reinburse
the Abyssinian' troops who are co-oper-
ating with our soldiers. The Emperor's
troops have, moreover, been supplied
with a quantity of cooking pots fana
other utensils.

The  two British officers, Colonel
Rochfort and Major Cobbold, who ae-
companied the -Abyssinians on their
suceessful northward advance last
spring, will again be with them. Fur-
ther the war office has placed two
doctors, Captain H. D. Dunn, of the
Egyptian army, and Major J. Wiles-
Jenuings, . A. M. C., both of whom
have had Scudan experiences, at the dis-
posal of our auxiliaries,

The British foree, starting from Bo-
hotle, will consist of between 1,200 and
1,400 fighting men, with eight Maxims
and several guns, The Mullah’s foree
is now estimated at 70,000 men, one-
tenth of whom are armed with modern
rifles. The enemy have also the three
captured Maxims, which they know how
to work.

The total of the troops at General
Egerton’s disposal is 7,000 men, with
6,000 animals,

DOMINION ARCHIVIST.

Ottawa, Dec. 9.—A. G. Doughty, of Que-
bec, poet and essayist, has been appointed
Dominion archivist and keeper of records.
The archivist branch has been re-organized
to include the branches in the secretary of
state’s department and that under the
clerk of the privy ceuncil. All these wilk
now come under one head under the super-
vision of the agricultural department.

In the district court of Cherokee
county, Texas, Ajsu Brown, a negro,
convicted of attem| ted assault, was sen-
tenced to one thousand years in the peni-
tentiary. Under the law the jury could
ot impose the death sentence., At the

time of his arrest Brown narrowly es-

<apéd being lynched,




