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SQOIALISM AND
EDUCATION

Though the platform of the Social-
ist Party of Canada contains no “im-
mediate demands,”’ nevertheless when
any of its members are elected Lo leg-
islative bodies, they put up a vigor-
ous fight for those measures which
are considered of value to the work-
ing class. In Toronto James Simp-
son, a militant sécialist, has"sbfvéd’
five years upon the board of educa-
tion. Being elected chairman of the
Board for 19%), it became his duty
to open the year's work with an in-
augural address, parts of which are
herewith published. It makes pretty
good reading.

THE PURPOSE OF EDUCATION.

““If dur educational system is to be
a potent factor in bringing about so-
cial betterment through peaceful
rather than violent ‘means, it must
emphasize those ideals which lead to
useful industry rather than idle par-
asitism, which point to service to hu-
manity rather than wealth accumula-
tion. Thé school must unreservedly
teach that the idlers and the useless
workers are parasites and that the
idle rich are at least as undesirable
as the idle poor. If education is ad-
proaching a scientific basis, it ought
to be able to discover and to meas-
ure the social inertia which carries
aristoeratic medievalism down into
an age of nominal demoeratic indus-
trialism.

“Education must be made to con-
form with the demands of modern so-
ciety. But there is more than one

- demand; there are, in fact, two dis-
tinetly antagonistic demands. There
is first the business demand which
reguires that the pupil be equipped in
school as a perfect machine to fill a
eertain place in the manufacture and
sale of goods, and that all other
forms of education that might tend
to make him less obedient to the re-

«~ quirements of trade be dispensed
with. Then, ' 5eeondly, there is the
social demand which requires that,
while the pupil must be ejuipped to
perform effectively his share of the
world’s work in some specified de-
partment of aetivity, he shall also
be so educated that he will become a
thinking cognizant unit in Society,
capable of understanding its needs
and helping to guide its destinies.

“If the first demand triumphs, it is
imevitable that soeial stagnation will
result, that society will become per-
manently stratified—one class owning
and managing the earth, the other
class doing the work, with the sole
ambition of working and being fed.
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THE HEALTH OF SCHOOL CHIL-
DREN.

Comrade Simpson i5 an ardent ad-

vocate of supervised playgrounds.

onto, but he would increase their
number from year to year and pro-
vide them with better equipment. He
wants eongenial and healthy reerea-
ation placed within the reach of
every boy and girl in this eity.
Another measure that Comrade
Simpson is backing up with all the
energy and knowledge at his disposal
is medical inspection of school chil-
dren. He would make - it thorough
and the treatment entirely free. He
believes that the medieal eare of chil-
dren should no more be left to the
parents than the teaching of writing
and arithmetie. No father or mother
is so unnatural as to wilfully allow
their child's health to be ruined, but
large numbers do so nevertheless
through ignorance or proerastination
or lack of money.

The Soecialist trustee also opposes
home-work being imposed on pupils,
especially in the junior grades. And
as part of his anti-militarist’ ecam-
paign he recommends that the chil-
dren be instructed in life-saving rather
than in life-destroying by teaching
them how to handle fire-hose and the
various apparatus for extinguishing
fire.

There is not a teacher in Toronto
who is not a warm admirer of Com-
rade Simpson. This is due partly to
his eonsulting their wishes and al-
ways giving them a ecourteous and
sympathetie hearing, but chiefly to
the fact that he always stands for in-
creasing their salaries and giving
them a comfortable allowance when
super-annuated.

W. R. S.
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Paid in Advance

Every eopy -of Cotton’s Weekly is
paid for before it leaves this office.
If you get Cotton’s through the mail
with a red printed and numbered
address label on the wrapper, your
subseription has been paid by somie
friend who wishes you to look into
the truths of Socialism. You need
not hestitate to take Cotton's from
the post office as no bill will be ren-
dered, and the paper will be prompt-
ly discontinued when the subsecription
expires.
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The railroads of the U. S. an-
nounced they were going to increase
their freight rates. Railroad stocks

lln m a4 A i.' a
thinking working elass will see to it
that social evolution is not impeded,
that the interests'of the laborers are
conserved and that indusiry becomes
more and more democratized to the
e Eahab P
healthier and more cultured.

“There is room for improvement in
both the el tary and dary
schools of Toronto, and while we are
making commendable efforts to add
an éfficient course in industrial educa-
tien of a practical character, there
remains much to be done along the
lines of acquainting the pupils with
the faets of indastry, such as the evo-
Tutionary c¢hinges in the production
and distribution of the necessities of
life, how and by whom wealth is
ereatéd and distributed, and in what
way legislation would tend to pro-
duce the best results for those who
do thé world's “work by rendering

““ nmecessary useful service.”’

' A CONSTRUCTIVE PROGRAM

Most of Comrade Simpson’s address
is devoted to outlining a number of
improvemeénts that he is determined
push forward this year. One of
most > recommendations

may be happier and

ped on Lhe stoek exchange. The
big cppitalists sold. Then Taft step-
ped in and said the nil'ay% eould
not raise their rates and the eourts
issued an injunction. Stocks fell and
the capitalist bought in the stocks.
Now it is announeed that the
question has been amicably adj d

| The Oapitalist

There are a number already in Tor- |
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LTS THE PLUTE PRESS CRAWLS

Recently Geo. H. Townsend of Dun-
das, Ont., wanted to see whether the
postal rates charged Cotton/s Week-
i ly were charged the other papers of
Canada. This bundle rate for tran-

dinary rate of newspaper postage.
| Comrade Townsend sent for special
|bundles of the Toronto Globe, the
Toronto Mail and Empire, the Brant-
ford Courier, and the Burlington
Gazette. They each eame through
without postage stamps affixed. Four
capitalist papers all ecaught doing
what Cotton’s '~ cannot. Comrade
Townsend at onée got busy and com-
d with I The bluff
was ealled. But Lemieux did not
want to let the Socialists of Canada
get cheap bundles of special editions
of Cotton’s Weekly. Consequently he
commiinicated with the four capital-
ist papers caught. And they all with
one consent began to make excuses.
The Toronto Globe pleads “I don't
remember.”” The Mail and Empire
declares, “We don’t kmow how it
happened.”” The Brantford Courier
says, ‘‘l don’t know.” The Burling-
ton Gazette blames it on the print-
er's devil who always is blamed for
everything. And they all erawl and
declare they were in the wrong.

The wage plugs of Canada cannot
get cheap bundles of speeial issues of
Cotton’s Weekly. Lemieux will not
stand for it. The wage slaves would
get too eéducated and the eapitalist
plunderers could not get away with
all the swag they do. Moreover Le-
miex would lose his job as Post-
master General which brings in nine
thousand five hundred dollars a year
and pickings. And he would not be
able to appoint his relatives by the
name of Lemieux to be Sheriff of
Montreal which brings in four thou-
sand dollars a year for doing nothing,
nor judge of the Superior Court; nor
other nice fat offices where pickings
are fine.

And the capitalist
care whether the wage plugs get
cheap Socialist literature or not.
They are tamed and eat out of the
hands of Lemieux and the capitalist
plunderers.

The letter written by R. M. Coulter,
published below, might take in the
ignorant. It sounds so nice .and hon-
est and soapy. But there are three
things which show the letter to be
fishy.

First. The rate is exhorbitant and
hits only the Socialist and radical
press. The ordinary capitalist pap-
ers are sold through newsdealers and
newsdealers get the low rates. The
[Fate in itself is unjust.

papers do not

between Taft and the railroads. And
a few millions of dollars have been
transferred from the possession of
the little exploiters of labor to the
big exploiters owing to the stock
manipulation. Of eourse the little
fellows will howl and will want the
Wall Street game played after a more
honest manner. But it matters not
how the game is played. The little
fellows are going Lo be crushed out.
The sooner the painful .process is
over the quicker they will wake up
to the fact that Socialism is a
mighty good thing.
ey A
CRISP SAYINGS

Capitalism is dollars and cents for
the parasites, Socialism is common
sense for the workers.

———— &

The political triumph of labor is
in sight. A few more years of agi-
tation, education and organization,

S d. The four papers were all
caught avoiding the high rate and
when exposed eould not remember
how they came to neglect payihg the
high rate. This shows that the pap-
ers have been making it their practice
to shove out all their copies under
the low rate. .

Third. The big newspapers MAKE
UP THEIR OWN MAIL BAGS. The
mail bags are earried to the offices
and the newspapers are weighed and
put into the mail bags in the mailing
room of the publishers. It is easy
to slip in bundles at the lower rate.
Being caught onece the papers pay
and the same practise will contimue
of slipping in extra bundles ordered

Pamﬂanloon‘romodbm%d
the Hand of Lemieux
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had been called to our attention im-|
mediately we eould have given a more !
satisfactory explanation, but at this'
late date it is impossible. However, |
instruetions in this respeet have been |

sient bundles is sixteen times the or- |rencwed that there may-be no re-
Veurrence of this error in the future. |

Herewith we enkclose the 26¢. required |
in postage stamps.”
® o 0

“PURE BLUFF.
The explanation given by the pub-!
lishers of the “Mail and Empire":
reads as follows— !
“Re three packages of “Mail and|
Empire” said to have been sent from
this office addressed to. G. A. Town-|
send, box 149, Dundas, Ont_, I ﬁnd'
instead of their being addressed by
hand, they have been addressed on a
type-writer, and therefore I am un-
able to get any information from the‘
wrapper. All our stenographers Inl'ei
been asked about the packages and |
none of them havwg any reeollection of
having written the address. We have
also searched our files for ecorres-
pondence with Mr. Townsend, and
can find no letter addressed to him.
We regret that anything of this na-
ture should have turned up, and dol
not understand how they eould have '
been sent from this office, if it ls'
true they were sent from here. We
beg to enclosé lle. in stamps, re|
postage on packages addressed to G. |

|
i
|
i
[

A. Townsend, Box 149, Dundas,
Ont.”
e e
DOESN'T KNOW.
The Publi of the “Brantford
Courier” wrofe as follows:—
“In refer to package of papers

sent to Mr. Geo. H. Townsend, Dun-

das, Ont. This name does not ap-

pear on our list and we do not know

how this package was sent to him.”"
* e 0

THE POOR DEVIL IS BLAMED.

The Publisher of the “Burlington
Gazette” says:—

“I was ill at the time these papers
were sent out, and the ““devil” sent
them out with the regular delivery
without my knowledge. I regret the
mistake, as there was no intention
in this office to disobey the postal
regulations regarding newspapers.”

e e e

The investigation has shown that
while both publishers. and Postmast-
ers 'are fully aware that copies of
newspapers sent to mnon-subseribers
are liable to postage at the rate of
lc. per 4 ozs. or fraction of 4 ozs.
to each separate address, and reeog-
nize their responsibilities with re-
spect thereto, it has happened by ac
cident or negleet that the packages
of papers in question passed through
the mails insufficiently prepaid.

The . packages of papers, bearing
stamps, subsequently eollected im pay-
ment of postage have been returned
to-day to the publisher of ““Cotton’s

Weekly” through whom they were
received.
I am, Sir,

Your obedient servant,
R. M. COULTER,
Deputy Postmaster General. .
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| THE PEOPLE’S POEMS|

and paying up only when caught.
But special orders *have been issued

THE RED FLAG,

to the Post Mistress at Cowansville.

fellow slaves wakened to a knowledge
of their eondition.

i

ers containing copies of the ““T\

to Gilobe”” the “Mail and Eimpire”
the “Brantford Courier” and
“Burlington Gazette,” 1 beg to
form you that enquiry has been made

¥

Sole

Nay,

As time stained on to the future’s
light

Bevond all the seas, on many a shore,

Thou hast buttressed the heart and
stiffened the hand

To strugele for fellowship o'ér and

o're,
From the south to the age of the
eldest land.

| Thou hast called to battle. Yea, thou

hast led
Where men have followed, forget-
ting fears; ;
And hast solaced the dying and

graced the dead, i
Stained with blood and with dust

50c per Year—26c for 6 months

AN APPEAL TO YOU

There is folded in your eopy this
week a Special Yellow Sub Blank_
You haven't had one of this eolys
before, and vou are recéiving it now
because there is lively need of your
using it. We have been lomd?&
a home for your pa) before antiei-
pated, and before the 10,000 mark in
cireulation has been reached ‘Ta;
heavy obligations. Will you

ineurri

Blood al‘uut;'ibuupaidbrpuee; use this Sub Blank to land a list ag
Tears shed free o'er humanity’s |an to_Cotton’s. For.

wrongs,
While faith in(thy cause, that could
never cease,
Met tyranny’'s swords;  and fell,
singing thy songs.

As thou art loved,' thou art loathed.

full well; in_the two or lhﬁ%

Loathed and cursed by the lords of {you will drink deep draughts of sat-
power. - . e =
Ever they name thee the flag of hell, |isfaction. &

And rage in the fear of thy triuvmph
hour.

But their grasp grows weak on the
wills of men;.
Their armies falter; their guns are
rust;
While from prison, and labor and pov-
erty’s den
Thy hosts speak NO to their erum-
bling lust.

{See! Now there greet thee ten mil-

on eyes, "
And lips uncounted smile to they
Yes, those who bow to the erimson
dyes,
more than all of thy

Aredm_vri:ds
The young eclap hands at thy
bright unrest;

And the child in arms it leaps in

its glee,

babes unborn, 'neath the moth-

er's breast,

Are given and pledged to thy cause
and thee.

Lo!

Banner of freed
peace,
Float in thy beauty, in sign of the

and freedom’s

¥
When ravage of power and conmquest
shall cease,
And mouldering tyranny pass away.

give 7

have I—
To love thee and honor thee while I
live,
And fold thee around me when I
t die.
—_—t———

Who would not all for thy promise
As I gaze on thy folds one wish

get that others are reeiving a blank.
Conecentrate on ' the idea that it de-

AW
pends solely upon YOU. Boost a
you haveé never boosted before, and

BAAARAPAPRAARISAAARAS SIS
the form of surplus labor for which
he does not get the valug in wages.
The whole Socialist movement is to
the end of escaping this latter tax,
and workingmen have no interest ig
questions of property tax which in-
volve the ecapitalist’ with his- own
government. The workers being as
a class practically propertyless, haw
no interest in laws which affect
charges on property; but they have
vital interest in all laws which affect
human life, which is the material out)
of which their labor power is made.
-

Would there be money in the pr
posed Socialist republic ¥

Not being a prophet the writer d
not care to say

such things as that. Soecialism i
neither a ‘human invention nor
ready-made scheme of govern
handed down from the skies, and its
application will depend wholly upon
the will of the people when they
cide in ‘sufficient numbers to put it ig
operation. It may be that th& pres
ent monetary system coul be s
modified as to meet the reqtiireme:
of the new system, and if might
that a system of due bills for lal
performed would be used. Those
details which could not be provided

QUESTIONS ? ?
? ? ANSWERED

ing to be made successful 7

Please note that a Sociali

How would it be possible for the
government to runm all the industries 7
Would it not be too big an undertak-

for at this time since the people of
the Socialist Republic must be self
governing and would not be bound b
provisions handed down to them b
us. The only things concerning the
Co-operative Commonwealth whid
we can prediet with any certainty
those which necessarily follow fron
the fundamental principles of th

ment would be a far different thing
from any that the world has ever
seen. Instead of being something sep-
arate and apart from the people, it
would be the people themselves act-
ing together. The people operate all
these vast properties now, and what
would prevent them doing what they
are doing now when they become the
owners of the industries instead of

govern-

which are generally

—_——

mere wage workers m them ? This is
an age of big things that promises
bigger things for the future. The cap-
italists have organized industry so

mail st a lower rate than

that

a Methodist, a Morman, or a

any kind or quality of an infidel.
respeet it is the same as repyl

atism. It re

nizes the fact that in this eoun

i
i

cepted by the present gemeration
Socialists and probably will be by
sueceeding generations.

Does Soecialism or the Socialist
movement oppose religion ¥

; and that is the politi
eal kind of religion which apologiz
for the evils of the capitalist syste
and goes out of its way to antago
ize the Socialist movement. Soci

any cor- |church and state are separate,
poration has offered to do. The big-|its program is directed toward
ness of an undertaking instead of be- | transf ion of the state witho
ing a disadvantage is really an ad-|any interferénce whatever with
vantage, since it admits of more per- |religious views of anyone. The e
fect .organization and a more thor- [emies of the movement seek to aro
ough division of labor and the expert | prejudice against it by repeating
training of individuals for special [surdities eoncerning how Socialiss

Rdnth‘onﬁd-nuni. class that is in power and place po- |lifical field it would e
Holy thou art in thy sanguine | litical power in the hands of anoth y for Socialists to fight th
Holy as truth and boly as right: bm-ﬂtywﬂt.;‘o:;'ﬁmv tbdw"’oﬁmmmih""ﬁu
v g oy 3 [institutions of the eapitalist class e N
Worthy the mthnliﬁdw“‘ﬂtﬂ?ﬂo&-!hﬂﬁrphui. P. E. L. AND NEWFOUNDLAND.
x Ay harmony  wi working-class rrle.| Prince Edward Island
m.m"‘”"‘“‘“mm“mommhhlmw;:g
Mho'tbnd.l revolution to |touched by Socialist literature as
Unto the spirit of friendliness _ |be necessary and inevitable. but they are fertile fields. Copics
ho.-_._w?hmwm 'hntm* .~ |Cotton’s should be travelling in
Toﬂnhﬂ?mumuﬂ_,mmmm“‘h‘q“
can bless, i = ¥ change the |samples earnestly solicited. |
And the life of brotherhood nobly | ~+3 taxation as to throw (> B EE
Um‘murﬂﬁ“mﬂhz thes reliors (b o 158 00D
And shatters the bonds that makes | ing man ¢ Ty :
The spirit that suflers and sinks a0d| There are two kinds of tax.
Till it strengthens hope, till # lifts | "hich the capitalist pays to the
and saves.
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