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Since he must do what parliament and its

leader desire, he is never blamed if a mistake
is made. Consequently, there is at the head of

the nation a person who is regarded as above
and l^eyond all the fierce struggle of politics.

If the nation is dissatisfieci, it blames only the

leader of the government and those who support
him in parliament.

Sometimes, however, our governor-general,
when a bill is sent to him after it has passed
the two Houses, may say that ho does not give
the king's ass'nt to it, but reserves it for the
king's decisic ., that is, of course, for the
decision of the government of Great Britain.

The. governor-general will never reserve a bill,

unless he has a good reason for so doing, such
as, believing that it will be hurtful to the Empire
as a whole, that it is cc^^.trary to treaties with
foreign nations, or that it is beyond the right of
our parliament to pass. Two years are allowed
for the British government to consider whether
the king's assent shall be given to a bill

reserved in this way. If it is given, the bill

becomes law, but, if not, the bill does not
become law.


