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t. We rtiimrk, That pwico wml unity aru witural

to the religion of ClirUt ; nnd iliciclurt', ouglu to form

the very elcmont in which the members of His churc!»

uliall move ;—lhe«listinK'iifching dmractcri»tic by which

they »littU l»c known.

Jesus, -Uio iica.l of tho church— is " iho Prince of

Ponce." lie caniP o restore ponce between (jo4l nnd

mnn ;—nml gave ponce to tlie subjects of hi8 kingiloin.

How unnatural, then, thj.i tiicre »houKi bo strifes and

diviMions among tlio subjects of that kingdom which " is

rigliteousness, and peace, and j«)y in the Holy Ghost" !

They are regarded by Him os one llock ;—one family
;

—one temple ;—ono body, animated by tho same

indwelling spirit. The church is (or ought to be) the

type of heaven ; in its devotedncss to God, its unity,

nnd love: and tlicrcfore, the language of Robert Ilr 11

is neither too severu nor too strong :
—

" Christian

societies, regarding each other wilii the jealousies of

rival empires, each aiming to raise itself on the ruins

of all others, and scarcely deigning to acknowledge the

possibility of salvation out of their pale ;—is the odious

and disgusting 8i)ectacle which modem Christianity

presents."

If there has been any of this spirit in lis, let us deeply

humble ourselves before God ; and henceforth " kec[)

the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace."

3. A3 unity itself is a means of extending religi(m,

THE CHURCHES OF ChRIST SHOULD SEEK TO REALIZE

A MORE PERFECT, ENLARGED, ANU APPARENT UNION.


