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^vemment should be negative rather than posi-

tive. The tendency of his teaching was, indeed,

toward as little interference in industrial affairs

on the part of government as circumstances woidd

permit. liis, however, was always subject in

his teaching to the broad principle that the object

of government is to promote the well-being and

happiness of the greater number, and that its

practical functions may therefore be varied from

time to time to meet new conditions.

Thus all the new functions of municipal gov-

ernment, in a period when the majority are com-

ing to live under urban conditions, are strictly in

harmony with the JefFersonian teaching. If the

common welfare should some time in the future

demand the municipal operation of street rail-

ways, or even the national ownership and opera-

tion of the general railroad system, surely the

shade of Mr. Jefferson would not arise to utter

any warning whatever.

In his own day he observed that strong men as

a rule make their own fortunes, and that under

our laws of inheritance wealth tends in tlje third

or fourth generation toward a distribution that

robs it of a.'iy particular danger to the less fortu-

nate members of the community. There is no
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