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At length, after a long night of error, and

centuries of darkncfs, reviving literature brought

on the aufpicious day-break, and cheered our

Weftcrn Hemifpherc with the light of Refor-

mation : but the blefling was only partial.

In more than half of Europe, falfchood main-

tained its ground, and bigotry could flill fup-

port the cftablifhments of ancient fuperftition.

Offended at thcfe abufes, and averfe to the

toil of honeft and candid enquiry, men of letters

in Catholic countries confounded Chriftianity

with its corruptions, and their fuccefsful attack

upon the latter, accompanied with fubtle and

farcaftic infinuations againft the facred Book

itfelf, deftroyed the faith of multitudes.

Human Tcafon likewife elated by a deliverance

from along thraldrom, and enriched with ftores

from the lately recovered learning, rebelled

againft its Author, and, rejcdting whatever the

mind of man was unable to comprehend, filled

up with felf-conceit the place of Chriftian

humility. This prefumptuous fpirit of fcep-

ticifm having pervaded the continent with an

influence moft fatal to its religious principles %

objedts of fenfe, the fplcndor and accommoda-

tionsS of voluptuous life, took poflefiion of the

general


