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fort'iu fxporinu'i.t thnt u,i- ..irnr,! oi, uiihin Hh- limit, ol'th-ir sm.t..}
luml. An ;iIto-<-tli-r .iitllMci.t .liivcti,,!, ^v;ls jxivii t.. tli.- min.l of tln>

Jews. They v.-rro midcr pcip.-tusil iiiira.Milons fruidiinco : ( ^od spake to
fhem out of the dou.i, an.l Uy his ,.n,,,hru : 11,. jravc th.-i.i His ora-les :

He appointed In.ih th.-ir ,.ivil aii-l r-II^ioMs polity. They had tiivt tiio
journey of the AViLh-niess. and th.n th.- ro„,,M..sts ofCanaan, to achieve :

one grand ohjeel was k-p, hdore tl,,,,. in their Ivpiea! institution^ : an.!
It was uhopether a task for oth.-rs to perform, to work out the pn.l,h-ms
ot human intellect. But -h, we not see more than phih.sophy in the sa-
cred writings ? And do not the Son-s of Zion. or the rapt strains of
prophecy, surpass still all the pi-oducts of ima-inatiun ? It may be fair-
ly made a question, indeed, whether, if the world had continued in its

pnmitive innocence
; had there been no apo.taey ; if man had not wan-

dered from his God; there would have b.-en p.-obU;ms of human intel-
lect to solve. For, what are these ])robIems. or wliat is all philosophy,
but the gropiugs of the human mind after truths whicii would have been
the common attainnu.nf, or fiuniliar possession, of a state of innocence ?
Room, no doubt, wonhl have been left for the ..xcursions of intellect,
and the wanderings of fancy ; for there nnist, in any state, be much for
the mtellect to attain, and on which the imagination or fancy mi-ht be
exercised. But instead of b.-ginning wlierc human int.dlect now com-
mences, the mind would have been in the possession of all those truths,
of a moral and spiritual kind at least, which philosophy vainly struggled
to attain, which may be disceriuMl l,y the intellect, but before it couhfdis-
cern or perceive whi.-h, it would seem, the light of ix velation was neces-
«iry to purge the intellectual vision. But the utility of human learn-
ing and philosophy is to be decidetl by the state in which man is now
placed. Even the Sci-iptures do not supersede these in every matter
which may come within the scopt^ of the intellect. The Scriptures do
not inform us, for exami)le, on the subjects of any of the physical sci-
ences, though its statements may be fbmal in narvellous harmony with
them. Nor do they supersede the incp.iries into the structure of our
mental and moral nature, though here again there is a beautiful coim-i-
dence, and the best views of our mental and moral constitution, will Ije

found in unison with the great truths of Scripture, ami will but
help us in their study, and assist us in their elucidatioi). The
most idealistic system of Metaphysics, even—which gives us the
laws of the creative mind, as at least underlying every thin-'
if we should not go so far as to say that nothing exists bu^
these laws, and mind that created them, and mind that observes them—tiuch a system is not without m ute in tiie right system of all truth :
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