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difficulties, were not irreeoncileable. G. Britain ditl

not claim the right to impress our native seamen.

—

She disavowed the practice, iu all cases, when the fact

was made known to her—she restored, on legal evidence
—she had recently offered to return all who were of

that description, of whom a list should be furnished, by
our government—and she had many years before, made
such offers of fair and amicable arrangemeni of this

whole subject, as, to two distinguished membeis of our
j)resent cabinet, appeared ''both honorable and advau
tagcous."

It iras uujusf ; because we had not previously taken

all the reasonable steps, on our part, to remove her com
plaiuts of the seduction and employmentof h« r seamen.

This is made manifest, by the conduct of the same Con-
gress which declared the War, they having admitted

the propriety of obviating those complaints, l)y an act

passed su]>sequent to the commencement of hostilities.

No state in the union can have a greater interest, or feel

a stronger desire, to protect commerce, and maintain

the legitimate rights of seamen, than this Common
wealth. Owners of one third of all the naviii;a-

tion, and probalily, furnishing nearly one half of

all the native seamen, oi' the LFuitcd States, we are

better enabled to appreciate the extent of their suffer-

ings, and inust also be presumed, to sympathise with

them, more sincerely, than the citizens of states, desti-

tute of commerce, and whose sons are not engaged, in

its prosecution ; unless it be admitted, that the suil'erers,

their parents, relatives and friends, are less interested

in their welfare and protection, than those who are

iiniied to them. only, by the feeble ties of ])oliticnl con-

nevion.

Witii nil the means of information, furnished by cv

ery moti^ ()f dnlv, and every inducement of interest,

we are constiaiued to say, that (his evil of impressment


