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M(*rrJi, 1S3(K—Mr. Robort Baldwin, from the Soloct Committee to whom was referred
the Report of the Woiteni District School, presented a Report which was r^-oeived and read at
follows :

Beport of the Sehct Cvmmittee to whom itve» refer, ed tht Repmrt of the Trtisteea of the District
{Gramn^ar) School of the. Western District for 182S.

Committee
:
Messieurs Robert Baldwin, John Willson, George Hamilton, William Buell

junior, and Peter Perry.
'

To the HonoHrabU the Commons House of Aasem'Jy in Provincial Parliament Assembled :

The Committee to whom was referred the Report of the Trustees of the District Grammar
School of the Western District, for the year 1828, having considered the subject matter of the
•aid Report, and examined every person within their reach, whom they were given to understand
could afford any information thereupon, have agreed to the following report, which they beg
leave most respectfully to submit to the consideration of your Honourable House :

Your Committee find in the Report of the Trustees, an implied, rather than a direct
recommendation, that the school be removed from Sandwich to some other part of the District,
and this recommendation the Trustees seem to found upon two grounds, the first of which is ':

''That the people in the vicinity of that Town are principally composed of worthy but illiterate
farmers, who are unable to appreciate the advantages of a liberal education, and consequently
unwilling to have their children taught anything more than the first elements of learning."

With respect to thia point, your Committee find, that Sandwich and its neighbourhood is
principally inhabited by Canadians of French extraction, but the evidence will not warrant them
in attributing to that portion ot their follow subjects, an indifference to the education of their
children

: should, however, such indifference actually exist among them, your Cominitt»j.» think it
* "trong reason for placing the District (Grammar) School as near their doors as possibie, ii^at such
indifference, may as soon as possible be overcome.

The second ground upon which the Trustees found their recommendation, is the unhealth-
iness of the Town of Sandwich, which they say is now nearly depopulated from that cause.

In considering this part of the subject, your Committee necessarily turneu attention to the
enquiry

:
" What other part of the District would be a proper place to fix upon for the District

(Grammar) School, should it be removed from its present situation?"

It appears that an attempt was formerly made to have the School removed to Amherstburg
;

•uch removal, however, your Committee, as at present advised, cnnrot recommend ; nor do'
they find that, from the evidence before them, they could satisfactoti' v .ame any other place in
the District uniting so many advantages as the Town of Sandwich ; atri they are far from find-
ing that that town " is depopulated from the unhealthiness of its situation.'*

Your Committee, therefore, most respectfully submit it as their opinion, that the District
(Grammar) School of the Western District be not removed from the Town of Sandwich.

All which is most respectfully submitted.

Robert Baldwin,*

T, T Chairman.
OoMMrrTEE Room, House of Assembly,

York, 6th March, 1830.

The witnesses examined by the Committee were :

The Honourable James Baby, a Member of the Legislative Council.

Mr. John Gentle, late of Sandwich, now residing at York, Gentleman.

Peter McDougall, 2squire, Merchant, York.

Francis Baby, Esquire, Member of the House of Assembly, residing at Sandwich.

William McComiick, Esquire, residing near Amherstburg.

Thomas Hornor, Esquire, a Member of the House of Assembly, residing in the District of
London.

John A. Wilkinson, Esquire, a Member of the House of Assembly, residing at Sandwich.
William Berczy, Esquire, a Member of the House of Assembly, residing at Amherstburg.
In addition, the Reverend William Johnson, formerly Master of the District (Grammar)

School at Amherstburg, and now Master of the one at Sandwich, submitted to the Committee,
throiiorVi Mr WilL-incioii a lofnt,. Ani-,,{\ir^,. uia 2«l,««i »^n~_:»..-~ ;., K.-^+l. —1--,

* The subject of this report is not very important in itself, but the report in notfiworthy as being the
first of the late Honourable Robert Baldwin's parliamentary iwts as Chairman ot a, Committee of the House
of Assembly.


