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The Bahamit ire fituated in the Atlantic ocean, to the north

of the ifland of Cuba^ and not far from the coaif of Florida,

ftreichingfrom tlie ttorth'Wtft tothefoutb-weft, between twenty-

one askd twentv- fcven degree* of fouth latitude. They aie very

nameroMi and twelve oi ihem pretty large i and belong to Great

Britain,

The largeft, called Bahama, it about fifty mtlet in length,

though very narrow, arid give* name to the reft ; it liei twenty-

five league* fiom the continent of Florida, i* every-whcre well

watered with fpringt and rivulet*, and enjoy* a lieiene tentpcratc

air, with a fruitful foil.

Thefe ifland* wer; the firft place* difcovertd by Colua^bni in

America, yet the Spaniard* never thought of fettling in tlieni.

The Englifh knew nothing of them, till 1667, when captain

William Sayle, being bound to Carolina, wat foiced aiiiong

them by a ftorm, which gave him an opportunity of examining

them carefully, particularly that which is at urefent known by

the name of Providence. At hit return, lie reprel'entrd the

benefit they might be of to the ftate 1 whereupon grant* of them

we made out to proprietors ; but the government was refervcfi

in the hands of the crown. None of them, however, are yet

fettled, except Providence, Lucay*, and Harbour ifland i which

feenis furpiiling, as fome of them would certainly prove of the

greatcft advantage to Great Britain, if properly cultivated. They
are' fuppolied to amount, altogether, to about five hundred.

The ftraights of Baliam.1, which the Britilh fleet* fo happily

cleared in their laft fuccefiful expedition againil the Havannah,

are, by reafon of the dangers and difficulties that attend the

pafliiig of them, well known to navigator*.

The Bahama iflands lie near to Hifpaniola, and to the noted

part of the Havannah, in the ifland of Cuba, where the Spinifh

galleons and flota always rendezvous before they return to Eu-

rope, 'having the gulf of Florida to the weft, and the windward

paflage to the eaft of them. In time of peace, they are capable

of great inipiovemcnt with reipeA to trade ; and have always

been a g«<l retreat for difablcd Ihip*, blown from different

parts of the continent of America. In time* of war, tlie Bri-

ti(h crulfcrs and privateers, flationed at ilicfe iflands, are more

able to obftruA and annoy the Spaniih trade bomeward-bound,

than any that are flationed at the reft of the Biitilh colonies in

America. Acsordingly, New Providence, which is a very

thriving colony, was of great Benefit to the Britifh trade in the

Jate war. Nailau is the chief town of the ifland.

Falkland's iflands were firft difcovered in 1594, by Sir Rich-

ard Hawkins, who named the principal of them Hawkins'

Maidcniand, in honour of queen Elizabeth. The prefent name

Falkland was probably given them by captain Strong, in 1689,

and afuiwards adopted by Halley.

The late lord Egmont, firft lord of the Admiralty in 1764,

then revived the fcheme of a fettlement in the South feu ; and

commodore Byron was fent to take pofleftion of Falkland'*

iflands in the name of bis Britannic majcfty, and in bis journal

leprefents them as a Valuable acquiiition. On tlie other band,

tliey are reprefented by captain M'Bride, who in 1766 fuccecd-

cd that gentleman, a* the outcafts of nature :
" We found

(fays he) a map of ifland* and broken land*, of which tbefoil

wa* nothing but a bog, with no better profpeA than that of

barren mountains, beaten by ftorms almoft pei^tual. Yet thi*

is fummert and if the winds of winter bold tlicir natural pro-

portion, thofe who lie but two cable* length from the tHan,

muft paf* \iei\it without any communication with it." The
herbs and vegetable* which were planud by Mr. Byron'* peo-

ple s *nd the fir-tree, a native of rugged and cold climate*^ biid

withered. In the fummcr-months, wild celeri and lorrel are

the natural luxuries of tliefc ifland*. Goatt, (heep, and hog*

that were carried hither, were found to increafe and thrive a* m
other place*. Geefc of t-filhy tafte, fnipes, pqoguini, foxe*,

and fea lion*, arc alfo foond here, and plenty ofgood water.

Though the foil be barrm, and tlij fca tempeftuous, an

Englilh fettlement was made bete, of which We were difpolTef-

fed by the Spaniards in 1770. That vioMRce was, however,

difavowed by the Spanifti jmbafliidor, a^jd fome couceflion*

wcie made to the court of Great Britam jg^ut in order to avoid

giving unfbrage to the court of Spain, tb^etilenKMtSva* alter-

wards a>^andoiied. .* , ~
'I'he iflands of Juln Fernandez and Fuera or Mafo Fucro are

diftant from each other about tUi'rty-one leajiuesv they were firft

pt~—.- V

generally known by the name of Mala Foero. •

The greater j^ian rcrnandes lies to the eaftward, in latitude

tliirtythrec dtf- cs foiiy minute* fouth, and^vcnty- eight de-

grcC) thirty minutes weft longitude from Ijonaon. It is uninha-

bited, but iMt good baibouri, and wa* formerly a place of great

N

rtrortforthe buccaneer* who annoyed the weflern coaftoftiili

Spaniih continent. It is alfo found extremely convenient for th«
Eng ilh cruisers to touch at and water ) and herp they are in no
danger of being difcovered, unleft when, a* i* generally the
cafe, their arrival in the South feas, and their motions, have
been made known to the Spaniard* ty our good friend* in
Braail, Thi* ifland i* famous for having given rife to the cele-
bratfd romance of Robinfun Ctuffpe. The ingenious author,
Daniel Delbe, derived many hints for writing hh hiftory from
tlie paper* of one Alexander Selkirk, a Scotchman, who wa*
left afliore m thi* folitary place by his captain, where he lived
fome years, till he. was difcovered by captain Woodes Rogers,
in 1769 ; when taken up, he had forgotten hi* native language,
and could Icarcely bt tmdrrftond, feeming to fpcak hi* worda
by halve*. He was drefled in ^oat* Mm, would drink nothing
but water, and it wa* fome time before he wouM relifh the
fhip'i viAualt, During his abode in this iflano, be liad killed
five hundred goats, which he caught by runiting them down ;

and he marked as many more on the ear, which he let go. Some
of tlicfc were caught tliirty years after, by lord Anfon'i people.
But the Spaniards, in order to deprive the Englilh ofthe nourilh-
ment they fomeiW piocuitd from the iduliitutfeof gOat* here,
have tranfported thither a con£derab)( number of dogs, wbicb
have almoft exterminated the (peoit*. .

This ifland is not quite fifteen i»le* long, tnitk
it* only fafe harbour i* on the north fide, f

plenty of excellent water, and to abound with
j

efculent Vegetables highly antifcorbutic ; httU
modore Anion fowed a variety of garden feed*,

ftoner of plums, apricots, and peaches, which
years afterwards informed had thriven greatly, and now doubt>
iefs furnifti a very valuable addition to the natural produAion*
of this fpot. There are but few birds here, and thofe few are
of a fpecies well known and common t but vaft (hoals of fiftt

of various kinds frequent the coaft, particularly cod of a prodi-
gious fize, and it is faid in not lelt abundance than on the
banks of Newfoundland.

I'he ifland of Fuera, or Mafii Foero, lies in thirty-three de-
gree* forty-five minute* fouth longitude, and eighty degree*
forty-fix minutes weft from Greenwich, It is of a triangular
form, and fevcn or eight leagues in circumference ; is very high
and mountainous, and at a diftance appears as one hill or rock.

In thi* ifland there are fuch plenty of filh, that a boat, with
a few hook* and lines, may catch as much at will ferve one
hundred people. Here areooal-filh, cavillicrs, cod, hallibutr
andciay-filh. Captain Carteret'* crew caught a king'* filher

thtt weighed eighty-feven pounds, and was five feet and a half
long. I'be fliirks here were fo ravenous, that in taking found-
ing* one of tliem fwallowed the lead, by which they hauled him
aoove water, but he regained his liberty by difcharging his prey.
Seal* are fo aumerout here, that if many thoulands of them
were killed In a nii<ht, they would not be mlflcd the next morn-
ing. Thefe animal* yield excellent train oil ; and their heart*
and pluck* ace very good food, h.iving a tafte fomewhat like

thofe of a hog : their U(in* are covered with Very fine fur. Here
are many birds, and fome very large hawks. The crew of the
Swallow caught in one night feven hundred of the pintado
bird.

,The ifland of Cliilo, on the cnaft of Chili, in the diflriA of
Imperial, lies in fouth latitude fotty-four, or from forty-two to
forty-four, being about. one hundred and fifty miles long, and
twenty-one broad. The fouth part of it is divided from the
continent by a narrow fi-a, and the continent there makes a bay.
This coaft is lubjeA to tempeftuous weather, cf|>ecially in

March, when winter begins. The Spaniard* have but one
little fort In this ifland. called Chacao, always ill provided with
warlike trees. Excepting wine, this ifland produces all necef-
fary rcfreftiments and provifions; and much ambergris is found
here. Caftro is the prijicipal town. About this ifland tire forty

more, all taking name from it. Ovalle tells us thefe iflands

are reputed barren i
but their foil is not really fo, only the ex-

ceflive rains choak the fei d, and prevent the growth of corn
;

fo that they are without wheat, wine, or oil, and other plants

which need muchl'un. The nature of thetlimatcofihiscluftcr
of iflands is fuch, that it rains almoft all the year ; lb that only
maiz, or other, fuch grains, can ripen, that want not fq muck
fun. The diet of the natives is moftly of a root called p.ip£hj,

which glows bigger here than in any otlier place. The nianu-
faAuiCii arc cloathing for the Indians, who have a kind of vcft

which they call macun, without (Iccves ; over which they wear
a garment called choni, that fcrvcs for a cloak, and is like that

which painteri give to the apoftks in their piAures. 'J hey

raife another manufaiSlure from their woods, particularly planki

of cedar, of nhicU they have vaft woods of prodigious large ttcei,

fo as liardly to be incompalTcd by a rope of lis yard! long.
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