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when England imposed restrictions on their trade, and tlie officials of

Downing Street were practically the governing powers.

One of the most encouraging results of this political system has been
not merely the material development of the country, but the creation of

that national sentiment which must lie at the basis of any political structure,

if it is to withstand the storm of passion and faction which from time to

time will beat against its walls. The government of an immense country

like Canada is surrounded with many difficulties which an Englishman or

American, not thoroughly conversant with its history and condition, can

hardly realize. The great extent of territory and the diverse interests of

the populations that inhabit it from the Atlantic to the Pacific shores, require

that there should be much wisdom and patience used in the exercise of the

large responsibility which these circumstances throw upon the government.

If we look at the map, we see lying on the Atlantic seaboard three prov-

inces whose industries arc chiefly maritime, and whose propinquity to the

United States naturally gives great importance to the commercial arrange-

ment that may exist with that country. These provinces are separated by

many hundreds of miles from the populous, prolific province of Ontario,

and all commercial intercourse must be by means of a circuitous railroad, or

by the long and expensive navigation of the St. Lawrence. To encourage

provincial trade under these circumstances, and make the people see that

their true interests should not lie in dependence on the United States,

or on any single country, but upon opening up new avenues of commerce,

whenever practicable, has been the natural policy of the government ever

since 1867. The result has been, on the whole, moderately successful, con-

sidering that the fight has been not merely against geographical obstacles,

but also against the antagonism exhibited by American politicians, who have

steadily been working to disturb the commercial relations between Canada

and the United States, with the view of obtaining access tc the great fish-

eries which surround the maritime provinces, on terms the most favorable

possible to themselves. The firmness with which the government has ad-

hered to the rights it possesses in the fisheries, and the liberality with

which it has promoted maritime interests by the construction of rail-

ways and other public works necessary to the maritime developm_nt of the

country, have succeeded in restraining, to a considerable degree, the clamor

that has been raised against the operation of the Union. The situation

has still its difficulties ; a cry for secession is heard ever and anon in some

quarter in Nova Scotia ; but there is every reason to believe that the

national sentiment is largely predominant, and that the great mass of the

people clearly see that by strengthening the confederation they are assur-


