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force, the idea muft have been fupprefled

as foon as it arofe.

The defign of civil focieties is the fafety

of mankind. Difunited among themlelves,

they found it not in a ftate of nature. The

..weak became a prey to the ftrong, and the

man of flrength generally found one yet

more powerful. Hence arofe the neceffity

of civil fociety, which is nothing more

than a confederacy of many individuals^ for

their mutual defence.

The defign of this confederacy was not

confined t6 defence againft the lawlefs

among themfelves ; it had another object

equally important. Men were obliged,

from local circumftances, to form different

focieties. And here again the weaker be-

came liable to the ambition and conqueft of

the more powerful. Hence a competition

for power and ftrength took place, as the

only means of theirfetiLrity,

Reafcii taught them wherein this-ftrength

confided. They faw that two men were
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