
HMinmiiiiPii

: [ 2 ]

much eafier it is to fill peoples heads with fiditious

whims, than to eradicate error.

Jf men of letteradid refledl a moment on the

confequences naturally refulting from works meerly

calculated to inflame the minds of the people, they

would furely be very cautious what kind of thoughts

they committed to the prefs, and how they endea-

vour'd to inculcate into the weak or prejudiced, fen-

timents tha^t evidently contribute to unloofe the

tyes of affed^on and duty, and break the bands of

unity, between the legiflature and the fubjed, and

between man and man : or at lealV when fadlion

fcduces them to turn their talents this way, they

would be very careful to reft folely on fa6ls, and

not in order to be admirM, ground their whole

doArine on fidion. •

The main end of this kind of writing is to fet

the people a flaring, and the author's principal merit

coo0fts, in the di^culty of being underftood. For

that; i;eafo^ he will meet prefent applaufe, and as his

I^bour-s outrun the capacity of every perufer, fo

are they to be juftly concluded the work of fome

emin^t hand. However this approbation happily

l^s. iiQ longer, than until fome dextrous enquirer

tryches the performance, as Itburiel did the toad

in Milton., when inftantly the fallacy's unmask*d,

and the deceiver appears in his natural fhape and

colouring. ^. :. . ,
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We are to corifider the pamphlet before us in the

light of a novel, that by being interlpers'd with

fome fa.6lsi, and much virulence, has the fandlion

ltapip*d upon it of a very excellent compofition.
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