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The following paper was read before

the Chignecto Historical Society on 9th

July 1892, tit the celebration on the

Dix<»n homestead of the 120th anniver-

sary of the landing of Chailes Dixon at

Sackvill ', by his grandsc n, Jauies D.

Dixon, Esq.:

To the rid^^e of land upon which we
stand beliinga perhaps as ninoh <if his-

toric inti-rest as any si»()C in Sackville.
Upon it once stood a row of tenements
erected a)id inhabited by tlie Acailian
French. As the French gained access by
water conveyance to the country lliread-

iiu^ the various rivers and~ stre.uns in

b<Mts ai d small ves.sels, ind as at this

poii.t tiie ui)laud extends no the river
which, with a single exce|){ion it does
not do u[Min tli« whole luiigth ot Mie
Tiiiitraniar, thus atiurding exceptional
facilitiis for landing, I deini it ipoie
th.in probable they tiist landed and com-
menced their occupation of Sackville at
this point. The marsh land to the Eibt-
ward now ':.tlled the Dixon Island marsh,
to the e-.fent of 200 acres and upwards
w"- .eclainied, occu[)ied and cultivnted
by them from which they derived their
l)rinci pal means of support. Traces of
these tenements were distinctly visible
60 years a^o. Frequently in my youth-
ful days I have ploughed over their
foundations and turned up (juantities of
the marsh mud cjf which with a few
sticks, tlieir chimneys were constructed.
There was also to be seen a hollow or
de|)reSiion of the surface indicating the
existence of a cellar. In 1705 thisloc^l-
ity was granted by the Nova Scotia
Government to one Daniel Hawkins
and was by him occupied and improved
until the year 1772 Hawkins was one
of the New England immigrants who
were induced to come here by Governor
Lawrence of Novh Scotia

One hundred and twenty years have
passed ainced Charles Dixon, one of tho
nrst of the Yorkshire immigrants, who

were induced (o come to Nova Scotia by
the intluence of Lieutenant Governor
Frankhn, arrived and settled upon this
farm, with his family consisting ')f his
wife and four children. We are met to
day to celebrate events of historic in-

terest and importance, rather than for
the purpose of gh)rifying individuals,yet
it may be well th it we should not over-.
look or under estimate the difficulties to
be sunn 'Ulitud and the piivatioiis en-
dured by these Eiiijlish immigrants, in
bidding adieu to (dd England and en-
ciunteriiiga rough and tedious paissaye
from Liverpool to Halifax of nearly
seven weeks duration and from thence
t o Fort Cuuibirland in which nearly
tliree more weeks were 8|)ent. Mr'.
Dixtui found a refuge for his family in
the Foit for a coujde of weeks, and em-
ployed his time in exploring and visiting
the neighbojing loolities and '•

\ the pur-
chase oF-the property u|)on which we are
assembled of Daniel Hawkins, to which
he removed his family an the8ih of .June
1H72. The proj)erry consisted of 2,600
acrts in all, about 2()0 of which was in
this innnediate locality and 18«) acies of
which was mar.sh, neaiiy all of which
was dyked and 35 acres of im|iroved uii-»

land. The! e was also included a farm
'of 200 aore.s and upwards on the lower

I

Mill creek or Frosty Hollow, so calle(l,

|20 acresof whch wtio clennd and up-
wards of seventy acr.. s was dyked marsh.

I The balance of liis purch.i.se consisted of
,
2000 acres of wilderness land nearly 700

I

of which lay on the lower Fairheld road

I

to the south-west. For this property he
paid the .sum of 2(50 pounds sterling He
also purchased the Flock upon the farm

' which consisted of 13 cows. (> oxen and
,

25 young cattle, six horses, 30 sheep, 13

I

hogs and 2 goats. A house and barn
and some out houses stood ujion the
property very near where the house of
the late Captain Towse now stands.
Thire was also h house and barn on the
farm at Frosty Hollow and about 20 head
of stock which was undei rental to one
Daniel Dickinson. To this land where


