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exaction. Sometime after a command came
from the pope to the Anlibisliop of Can-
terbury, the Bishops of Lincoln and Salij-^-

bury, to appoint 300 Boman subjects to tl.e

next vacant benefices on pain of being sus-

pended from conferring all benefices.

In 1244 the pope sent an Eiliissary into

England with a letter to tLe xlbbots of the
Diocese of Canterbury, t tating that the
sums drawn by the late pope ironi England
had been insufficient to diseharge his debts.

He tlnu'efore ordered them to aid him with
the s;ims of money which bis agents should
mention within a given tiine. The nuncio
was supplied with ni.iny brills, in order to

bestow the best benefices, or their revenues,
on the pope's relatives, h' 1245, the am-
bassador of the King of LiUgland in the
Council of Lyons, read a letter addressed
by the kingdom of England to the pope,
complaining that his prede-essors wishing
to enrich the Italians, who liad become ex-

cesf^ively numerous, had given them such
a multitude of benefice : in England, fhat

their income amounted to oO,000 marks of
silver, a greater revenue than the king pos-

sessed; that these Italians, indifferent to

the souls eulrusted to them, and only de-

sirous of tLe revenues of their benefices,

lived abroad ; liiat the nuncio had confered
all vacant I benefices, worth thirty marks,
upon Italians, and provided that on their

death otherp should succeed, to thedestruc-


