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Current Topics and £vents.

RAIL TO THE CI-AR.

Thc brand of cnh~isntlnt lias to bc iiianufacturcd for lîi, bencfit.
-siiplicissixnuls (ltluichî.

IN PELIUVULI., TUTU-S.

Nothing can be in stronger con-
trast than the way in which our be-
Ioyed King Edward, Kaiser Wilhelm,
and Czar Nicholas are held than the
manner of their public receptions in
their own and other lands. King Ed-
ward scorns military protection, and
rides about in London -without out-
riders or gtiards. Kaiser Wilhzlm
knows no fear, but is fond of military
pomp and displaLy. The poor Czae
seenis to tremble for his life, and
the quaint German cut gives an, of
course absurdly exaggerated, Inter-
pretation ot the safeguards taken for
bis protection. Every window and
balcony is close.d. troop3 14ne the
etreets wlth serrled ranks through
which the cavalcade madly clatters.

Sucl iIs the difference between consti-
tutional liberty and bureaucratic des-
potism.

It is stted on good authority that
over 50,000 soldiers-cavalry, infantry,
and engineers-guarded the railway
between the German frontier and St.
Petersburg on the Czar's recent jour-
ney f rom Darmstadt to, bis own capi-
tal. '1'l1ie sentinels along the lines
wvere placed within slght of one an-
other, and were instructed in special
rnethods of signalling in case any-
thing unusual should happen. The
most extraordinary precautions were
talien at the frontier station of Vir-
ballen. Every bridge was minutelY
examined and tested ; biouses in the
immnedite vioinity of the lune were
closely watchlK, and a multItude of


