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@he Bible iv 1890,

"IN the eighty-sixth annual report of ‘the
<@ Britisk and Foreign Bible Society we
“have an interesting account of the latest
_transactions of that venerable society. Itis
-an agcount of work of the most important
-kind which, in almost every part of the
‘world, is extending and exerting, year by
.year, & happier influonce. Its sole object
‘being to encourage the wider circuiation of
.the Holy Secriptures, without note or com-
-ment, in the languages of all people that on
earth do dwell. The issues of the year
“have again been large—rising to a total of
‘over three million seven hundred and
ninety thousand copies. The story of the
Bible in France is pleasantly told by M.
Gustave Monod, of Paxis. There is a light
npon its page and a happy energy in its
tone contrasting strongly with the accounts
of former years. “The circulation has
leaped into a total which nearly trebles that
£ 1889.” M. Monod expresses his convic-
tion that the horizon is brightening in
France—the current of popular thought and
life is, very apparently, less irreligious than
it was a few"years ago. In Belgium, one of
the hardest fields for the society’s work, on
account of the prevailing socialistic atheism,
there-has been substantial progress. Some
of the educated Roman Catholics in that

country are feeling it a reproach that the
Soriptures are seldom read by even the most
devout of the people. The spirit of enquiry
has, however, been awakened, and the Word
of God is coming to be in demand. In
Germany the circulation of all the Bible so-
cieties rose last year to 600,000 copies, and
it is gratifying to note that the young Em-
peror is a warm friend of the work. In
Austria, notwithstanding the hostility of the
Church of Rome, the agents of the Bible So-
ciety are encouraged in their work. Im
Italy the outlook is hopeful. The total is-
sues from the depdt in Rome last year were
21,593 copies. In Spain, the aspect of af-
fairs is ¢ the quiet and slow, but sure ad-
vance of the Holy Scriptures over all the
land.” The acconnts from Africa picture
the advance of Xuropean civilization and
Christian influenee. The reports from India
afford impressive testimony to the revolu-
tions and advances in religious thought that
have been made. In China, although the
progress is still slow, ¢ there is a movement
of the dry homes.” In Canada, there has
been marked progress all along the line.
The Seriptures, in whole or in part, arenow
printed by this society in 291 languages or
dialects. The total receipts for the year
were over one million of dollars; and the
amount of good that has been done by the
army of colporteurs employed by the Bible
Society is beyond calculation.



