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THE LUMBERMEN'S ASSOCIAT!ON OF
ONTARIO.

The annual mecting of the Lumbermen’s
Association of Ontario took place at McCon-
key's Restaurant, Toronto, on Tuesday, Feb.
ruary 17th. After a splendid luncheon, pro-
vided by the Board of Management, had been
partaken of, the President, Mr. John Waldee,
announced that there would be no toast lise,
but that the association would be glad, before
commencing  the business meeting, to hear
some remarks from Hon, G. W. Ross, Premier
of Ontariv.

The Premier was very brief, simply ack-
nowledging the invitation and complimenting
the association upon its success  The associa-
tion had been found very useful in assisting the
Government in the adoption of the manutac-
turing clause, which had proved of great
advantage to the province.

The mvinutes of the previous meeting and the
financial and statistical reports were read by the
Secretary. ‘The President submitted is annual
address, as follows:

PRESIDENTS' ADDRESS,

At this our canual mcening, we must recopneze it
for the industry we represent the nmes are excecdung-
ly kind, and never in the history of Ontatio bas lumber
reached a higher figure than prevails to-day.  Never
before have bills for lumber been more promptly met.

Al through the past year prices bave steadily advanc-
ed, and the demand for all kinds of sawmill products
has been good, and we enter the present year with a
mederate stock of sawn lumber to meet theever-increas.
ing local and foreign demand, and holders of lumber
need fear no drop in prices for the gext six months.

Although the prices are very high, in view of the
advance in stumpage wod labor, the percontage of profit
Wages for work o the woods, with
board, in the year 1897 averaged $10.00 per month, and
since that time there bas been a steady increase, so that
wages have just doubled in five years.  Thus, the ad-
vance in wages has kept pace with the advance m
lumber. The same advance bas tiker place i many
ol the items of supply, especially in the price of horses.
la 1897 the average price per horse was 803, and in
1902 $175. It will therefore be seen that the lgh puce
and advance on lumber has been proportionately distab-
uted between lnbor and capital.

is 0Ot eXUEesSive,

The only irritant and drawback to a state of complete
satisfaction on the part of the lumbermen is the scarcity
of cars for teansportation.  The transpottation condi-
tions of this couns * have not kept pace with the growth
of the country. The railway management have within
recent years frequently advanced rates, but in no case
have they increased the facilities »o that the traflic sup-
plied could be promptly handted. A very largely m-
creased tonnage would give a greates profit 1o the
road, and Lear less heavity vpon the industries of the
country.  The Directorate of the Canadian Pacific
Rauitway are to be commended for thew recent decision
to expend a large amount on the betterment of the
road and increase of their cqupment, scemy that i
5 per cent. dividend on common stock 1o the eriginal
subscribers is a hiberel one. We also congratutate the
Guand Trank management on their decision 1o improve
their line by the use of new capital, rather than increas-
ing their rates and lessening the tacilities for the local
business on their road.

This Asso ‘iation was orgamzed with aview to bringing
legiskation into force that logs taken from territory
under license, the property of the Crown or People,
should be manufactured in this country. The Ontario
Governmen! has since added to that the condition that
pulpwood aud hemiock (both the tree and the bark)
when taken from the Crown {ands, shall be manufac-
tured or used in Canada. This Association has never
desired, nor does it desire in aay way, to interfere with
the freecdom of the owner of timber on deeded lands,
and in view ot the prosperity that has been attained
through the Provincial Act, we desire to express our
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regret that any appeal has been made by the paper
makers of this country to place an export duty on palp-
wood when our Provincial legislanon gaives all the pro-
vily remams for the other
Provinces to follow the example of Ontario, and put in
force regulations so that the umber wealth of this
country, belonging to dv: Cronn, shall be disposed of
for the beneiit of Canandians,

tection necessary. It

We are quite willing to emphasize the motto U Canada
for the Canadians,” and this can be done most eflicrent-
1y by Provincial contecl over Provinaial property, rather
than by interterence through the Domaon Government
by placing an export duty on the property of the Crown
belonging to i Province.

We desire 1o repeat a starement made some yeiars
ago that this Association bas made no concerted effort
with a view to riising prices, nor is there any encour-
agement offered to combines or monopolies, but we
have contented ourselves with the marke. prices given
by the ordinary workiag aof the law of supply and
demand.

We desire 1o again eapress the convicton of this
Association, that the time has arrived when both the
Dominion and Provincial  Governments shorld stop
granting subsidies 1y promoters for the purpose of
Where roads
are requisite let the Governments of the Dominmon and

budding ralroads 1o open the country.

Provinces join hands in the bulding and owninge =i
the road, and fet the transpestanon companic: operate
an terms so as to wive & faie cetura for the work per.
formed.
constructing a trunk line from ocean to ocea, and  he
Provinees building the branch lines,

In view of the advantages already derved by jownt
action, ard for the purpose of objecting to any legisla-

This aughit be acomphished by the Donunion

tion prejudicial to the interests we represent, this As.
sociation has fully justdicd s formation, and its con.
tinued activity alony the same lines we trust will make
for the dervelopment of the country.

The reports above mentioned and the Pre-
sident’s address were unanimously adopted.

The President, referring to the requisition of
the pulp and paper manufacturers for an export
duty on pulpwood, said that the moment i
was applied the lumber interests of the United
States would clamour for an increased duty
on lumber, as provided for by the Dingby bill.
The question of controlling the timber lands
should be left entirely in the hands ot the
provincial governments. It was unfair that
conditions applying only to Quebec and New
Brunswick should be permitted to affect the
whole Dominion. Ontarto and British Col-
umbia had met the situation by enforcing a
home manufacturing clause, and the other
provinces should have sufficient courage to do
likewise. There was a probability of another
session of the Joint High Commission in the
near future, and he thought it should be
distinctly understoed that the Jumbermen of
Ontario are not willing to waive the manufac-
turing clause under any consideration.

Mr. John Bertram made some forcible re-
marks against any interference with the pre-
vailing timber regulations. As many Americans
had, as a result of the saw-log legislation,
established mills in Ontario, it was doubly, he
thought, the duty of Canadians and the Gov-
ernments of the country to protect their invest-
ments.  Under no consideration would the
association agree to an export duty on pulp-
woed or logs of any kind.

Messrs. Robert Watt, W.D. Lummis, H. S.
Brennan, Robert Laidlaw, John Conloa and
others announced their sympathy with the sent-
iments expressed in the President’s address,
whereupon Mr. Bertram moved the following
resolution, which was seconded by Mr. James
Playtair and carried unanimously:
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“That the address of the President of the
Qataric Lumbermen’s Association be adopred,
and that a memorial be piesentad to the Do-
minion Government that in view of the serious
internationul ql.lt!\li()llh which m«, arise by the
Government of Qutawaacceding to the request
recently made to them by some of the pulp
men of Canadi that an export duty should be
placed on pulpwood, it is the opinivn of this
Association that no export duty should be
placed on wny product of ihe forest, but that
the timber,being the property ot the Provinces,
the policy of dealing with it should be left in
their hands.”

It was also resolved that the meeting beartily
endorse passed at  the
annual meeting of the Canadian Forestry As-
sociation, as follows @

“In view of the enormous loss of timber by
fire, this Association, embracing a membership
from all parts of the Dominion, hiving at this
its annual mecting had under consideration the
great mistake that has been made in the past
by opening up for settlement land unsuitable
for agricultural purposes but adapted for the
growth and production of timber, would re-
spectfully urge on the Governments of the
Country both Federal and Provincial the neces-
sity of greater attemion in future to this
important  subject.  The would
further urge in order that this may be intehli-
gently done that the newer and unsettled
portions of the country should be explored in
advance of settlement.”

Referring to the Mr.
Bertram urged that every lumberman should
endeavor to adopt such methods of cutting and
preservation as would perpetuate his timber
supply.  The state of Michigan, he said, had
appointed a special commission to endeavor 1o
buy back 2bout 4,000,000 acres ol deforested
tand with a view to the cultivation of trees
thercon.

the resolution last

Ascocuition

above resolution,

ELECTION OF OFFICERS,

The clection of a board of management for
the ensuing year resulted as follows: President,
W. D. Lummis, Toronto; first Vice. President,
R. Laidlaw, Toronto; second Vice-President,
George Thome<on, Goderich; Secretary-Treas-
urer, W. B. Tindall, Toronto. Board of
Management—-}. 3. Miller, W, B. MclLeun,
\W. P. Bull. Toronio; R. H. Roys, Sandwich;
J. S, Playtair, D. L. White, Midland; C.
Beck, Penetang; W. 1. Ard, South River;
W. J. Sheppard, Waubaushene.

Officials of the Quebec Government who have
completed a survey of the vast territory, state
that there are fully 63,000,000 acres of good
spruce and pine lands lying between Lake St
John and the James Bay. This is all in the
hands of the government, but will be placed at
auction in parcels of 10, 15 and 23 miles upon
request. Heretofore the territory lying on the
Ontario side of the boundary has received most
attention, and it is well bought up. The tide
of investment is turning towards Quebec, how-
ever, and in the past few years limits have
greatly increased in value. The territory is,
according to the government reports, well
watered and marked by several good water
powers. Thus everything facilitates the pro-
motion of the pulp industry.




