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it, they yet go as near to it as safety will admit. Beyond this, on
its north-westerly side, is a bay, at the bottom of which is Plymouth
harbour; a safe place when you are once within it; but so guard~d
with narrow isthimuses on the north and south as to render the en-
trance difficult, and in tempestuous weather dangerous. They

assed Moniment point about ten o’clock, and having Plymouth

ight for a landmark, were working slowly across the outer part
of the bay, but under the discouragements of a dark night, a musky
atmosphere, ‘a sky foul with clouds,’ and a wind so varying that
no dependence could be placed on it for a moment.—For some
hours they seemed to make no progress; and were rather waiting
in hope for some change, than fearing one. ‘The master himself
was at the helm, Smith was walking to and fro upon t.ie deck, oc-
casionally adjusting a rope, or altering the position of a sail, and
the younger Ellis had lain down on a bench in the cabin. Sud-
denly the master’s voice was heard, calling a}l hands in haste. His
little crew hurried towards him, and looking towards the north-
west they saw a clear, bright, and cold sky, about hal* up from the
horizon; the clouds were hastening away towards the S. E. asif'to
avoid some fearful enemy, and new stars were appearing at each
successive moment in the northern and western region of the
heavens,

Beautiful as this sight wes, in the present circumstances it was
only appalling. It indicated a rapid change to servere cold, the
consequences of which wust be terrible. All was hmmediately
bustle and agitation with her scanty crew. The first impulse was
to run into Plymouth for shelter. But unfortunately that harbor lay
directly in the eye of the wind, and there was little encovrage-
ment that they could make their way into it.—They tacked once
or twice, in hopes to obtain the entrance, but having litttle sea
room, and the wind becoming every moment more violent, and the
cold more severe, they were constantly foiled, till in one of the
sudden motions of the vessel, coming with disadvantage to the
wind, the main boom was wrenched from the mast. The halyards
were immediately let go, and the mainsail came down, crashing
and crackling as it fell, for it had already been converted to a
sheet of ice. To furl it, or even to gather it up, was impossible.
It lay acumbrous ruin on the deck and partly in the sea; a burden
and a hindrance on all their subsequent operations.

Their next recourse was to lay the vessel to the wind. Thisthey
effected by bracing their frozen foresail fore and aft, aud loosing
the jib. It was not in their power to haul it down. Its motion in
the wind soon cracked its covering of ice, and in so doing, rent the
substance of the sail itself. It was subsequently torn in pieces.
‘The vessel now obeyed her helm, came up to the wind, and so re-
mained.

While engaged in these operations, the anxious seamen had but
little opportunity to observe the heavens. But when they now
looked up, behold the whole sky was swept clear of clouds as if by
magic. ‘The stars shone with unusual brilliancy. The moon had
risen before the change of the wind, but had been invisible on ac-
count of the density of the clouds. She now appeared in nearly
full-orbed lustre. But moon and stars seemed to unite in shedding
that stern brightness which silvers an jce rock, and appears to in-



