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Chap. I. A NEW SKY. #
moose and wood buffalo, on wliich their fore-

fathers had subsisted : and as every traveller,

as well as trader, in those various regions con-

firms these statements, how wonderful is the

dispensation of the Almighty, under which, by

the simple agency of little flies, not only is

the American Continent gradually undergoing

a process which, with other causes, will assi-

milate its climate to that of Europe, but that

the Indians themselves are clearing and pre-

paring their own country for the reception of

another race, who will hereafter gaze at the

remains of the elk, the bear, and the beaver,

with the same feelings of astonishment with

which similar vestiges are discovered in Europe

—the monuments of a state of existence that

has passed away ! '
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In the meanwhile, however, the climate of

North America forms the most remarkable

feature in its physical character. * ^ *" ^ .

i In Europe, Asia, and Africa, just as the old

proverb says, " Tell me his company and I '11

tell you the man ;" so, if the latitude be given,

the climate may with considerable accuracy be

described ; in fact, the distinction between hot

climates and cold ones is little else but the dif-
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