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It Is not BQiprlBlDg, Mr. Prfleldent, that,

hsvlof; woik«d for the secular govornment eo
Bialoudly, to the negltct of thutr own ap-
polnttd work of propagatlos^ tho goppel, tho
i)i;cl«8laatlc8 should oow begin to clatui of

thu civil government a helping hand, and re-

solve, aa acsumblles and confeirencos havu
done, that the people ehail make their civil

conatltotion propagate an orthoi'ox gospel,

by amending It eo an not only to leco^nlsu a
Uoi—a tiuth of natural religion, which olvH
ftuverumtints properly onongh acknowledge—
l>nt f '?otbe revealed doctilue of the enprome
(iiviiiuy of Jeaas Christ, the InsplratUiU cf
thu Kcrlptnres, and their antboiity aa the
foundation of civil government.

It woald insult your intelligence as a states-

mnn, recently ordained Doctor of Laws at

Princeton, to suppose any argument needful
to yonr petoelvlng that the foregoing church
action involves directly or indirectly the ap-

samptlon that it is competent to the church
to tabo cognizance of, and determine, ths
civil, pollticnl and military isgurs thatdlvldo
thu political parties cf the country. From
the fouDdation of the government, as you
well know, a political party, and that, gen-
oratly, the dominant party, have construed tho
constitution as a bond butween sovereign
Uta^es; but these polltlco-eoclcsiastical ut-

teianotis and aots, ezpreesly or by implica-
tion, adjudge the constitution to bind the
people Into one consolidated State. Tcis
dominant political party have always held
the allegiance of the citizen to be due prima-
illy to his State and through the State to the
general government; but these eccIoalaBtlcsl

jariets declare It is due directly to tho gen>
eral governmont—some of them, that it " is

due, under Ood, only to the pretent adminUtra'
lion." The dominant political party->at

least a large section of it—have held that a
Union of the States cannot be coerced, nor Is

such coercion coiasistent with the solemn co-

venants of the constitution, but these politl-

cal ecclesiastics, one and all, declare this co-

ercion to be a duty of the higheBt acd most
solemn obligation to G.d. Tho dominant
political party have, in time past, stead faetly

maintained that ours Is a white men't constitu-

tion, regarding4he negro as both a person and
a property, but not a citlzsn ; so, in fact, did

all political parties for forty years ; and so

late as 1828 a Northern administration forced

Great Britain, after a resistance of fourteen

years, to pay a mlilion and a quarter dcllbrs

indemnity for three thousand slaves taken in

the war of 1812, on tho ground that the
slaves were " privute ]iropert;/ ;" but these po-
litical ecoleslastloB one and all declare tho

recognition of any snoh right of property In

negro labor a sin against God, calling for His
righteous judgment. Not to weary you with
specifications I add, finally, that a large,

though not the dominant party, at the recent

election, by over a million and three quar-

teis against less than two and a quarter mil-

lions of votes—representing some ten mil-

lions against twelve millions of the popula-

tion—condemned the prominent measures of

your admlnlHtratlon ; its negro omsnclpatlon
polli:y. Its coctljcation policy, its exturmlLa
tlcn policy, its QoancUl policy, Its arbltia*^^y

arrrsts and InaptUoiimouts, iu consolidation

of irresponsible power in the central govern-
ment ; but these political ecclesiastics, spo^k•
Ing In tho name of Christ, havu solemnly eu-
dorsed your mt-annres and enjoined the sup-

port of them as a religions duty, and tboM
most explicitly which your opponents de-

nounce as the bloodiest, crudest and insanett

of them all.

Now, it matters not to tho argument what
is my opinion or yours touching those
measures, n;>r have I ai^sin, Mr, President, had
anythtnf!; tosay cl thum, bur left them to

tho jadgin< n*; of citizens as such and to their

leaders, civil, political and military. 1 bava
elmply couunied, first, on the highest doctri-

nal gn.uuds that the church had no function
toncnlDg Buch (lUBOttons, »ti1 violated fun-

damintblly, her great charter In meddling
with thf^ni. And soccnily, on tho grountls

01 tho highest ChristUn expediency, that tha
church Binned enormoualy in thuj driving
away from her ordinances and infloences

into Iniidellty and Popery ton millions of
the people to whom she has been oommfs*
slcned to preach the gospel, >ni the gospsl
only.

Wblle, on theso tivo gfoundg, resisting

(Ttnerally any league cf tho church with any
civil administration ss fatal to tho truth

ani dangerous both to the civil and religious

liberty of men, I am obliged in candor to
say tnat, over and above all thif, I have felt

and uttered a epoclnl Tepngcanco on tho

score of the just inflcencu of the church
and the credit cf religion among the people,

at home and abroad, against any euoh league
of the churches vrlth your a.lministratlon.

Hero again it mutters cot to the argument
what my opinions or yours are of that ma**
ter. I bimply refor to opinions very widely
prevailing in tho world and tho injury to

religion in such state of opinion. Neither
do I moan any oflFanco in the refdrence, not
deeire to enter into the question ho^t far

" military nececsity," diplomatic necessity,

or political neceseity mny justify any ad-

ministration in transcendirg i ho great laws
of ethics and the convictiosa cf conscience.

But I must remind you that, however man-
kind may bear with, and apologise
for, violations of ethical laws by secular

governments under military, diplomatic or

other necesfiity, they alvcaya coudoaan and
despise any endorsement of, nr apologies for,

such violations by the church of Christ.

As to tho application of this fact in the
present case, jou csnnot be ignorant that a
large body of the people, at home and abroad,

charge, whether justly or unjustly I do not
say, that your admlnhtration baa boen sig-

nalized, in the first place, by a remarkable
contempt for the great ethical laws of truth.

That coming into power in the midst ot

public confusion and politio^kl disor-

ganization, yon thought it expedient
to employ the strategy of conoe«lmeat


