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dereli6tion of principle, made them fird con*
temptible, and then criminal.

As they grew more completely vicious, they
alfo became funk in effeminacy. They ilored

their fernglios, like the princes of the eall ; and
'

when fatiated with, enjoyment, forced the vic-

tims of their inordinate pa(lions to betake them-
felves to the moil ilaviin employments, and to

yield to their cruel mailers the produce of their

laboiirs. They copied all the excefles of the peo-

ple they had fubdued; indulged themfelves in

the Aiiatic pleafures of iinging and dancing
girls, the only part of the natives which they did

notinvolve in indifcriminateoppreflion; they learn*'

ed to recline on fofas, and to be carried in palan*

quins; and at laft carried on war in that luxuri*

ous and di^pated manner which had enabled
themfelves to fubdue the aboriginal inhabitants.

The natural confequence of fuch depravity was,

the contempt of the natives among whonf they
had eflabliihed themfelves : at firft they were the

objeds of terror ; at laft they became the butts of
ridicule. The natives, deprived of luxurious in-

dulgencies, began to recover their natural ener-

gies, and they meditated to expel the invaders*

Riiing in refolution, as the Portuguefe funk in

effeminacy, they adually attacked one of their

principal fettlements ; but by the vigorous cou"

dud of Don Juan de Cailro, who had now fue-

ceeded to the chief conmiand of the Portuguefe

forces in India, they were repulfed ; and the

dying embers of European fpirit feemed, for a
time, to revive, and to difpel Ihe enervating

fumes of Allan luxury.

But this gleam was of ihort duration; the

|loom retijirued with deeper ihades > for aa
fooner


