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men of no inconsidcnible fortune, vvitc less frank

in avowing their oj)inions and less preeipitat(; in

their eoncUict, and outwardlv eonformed to the

ceremonies of the Estahhshed Chureh until tlieir

cmharkation. Thev luid not assumed the name

of Puritans themselves, nor was it applied to them

1)V others. Their dissent, as well as their real

objeet in emigrating,'"' was so well concealed

from their co-partners in trade in England and

from the King's government, that they were not

only not suspected of schism, hut actually entrusted

with the duty jmd enjoined as a condition of their

Charter to spread the Gospel.

The Separatists of Lcyden, on the contrary, were

well-known Dissenters, who had fled to Holland to

avoid the penalties of the law. They were

followers of the celebrated Brown, from whom
they derived their name. This enthusiast was a

man of quality, connected with several noblo

families ; and the defection of such a person is

always hailed with delight by the vulgar, as an

evidence of great manliness on the one hand and

* So habitual was their reserve to the English partners,

and so elFectually did they conceal or disguise their opinions,

that at the very time they were plotting the downfall and

death of Laud, that prelate assured the King that several

bishops, of very extensive dioceses, had reported to him

there was not a single Dissenter to be found within their

jurisdiction.


