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upon many SuIm to more than the whole Balance coming to the t^lai^tr)-. t)ivrrs A(^i of

Parliament have been fiiice made in fevera] Reigns tor amancins the 'i>ade t and we con*

ceive that the Prohibition to import Bullc Tobacco was To far ukful, as to make the Run-
nma of it more difficult : Kniarging the 1 iine for Exportition to Three Years, drawing

bock the whole Duty upon Exportation, and reducipQ^he fcviral Difcouncs and Allow-

•nCM upon the refpe^ive Duties to one uniform Abatement, have produced fome good
Efl^s. But fo long as the Merchant is truftcd with the keeping of Tobacco in hi^ owa
Wuthoufet, and the Payment of the Duties continues under the prefent Method, we ap-

prehend no Expedient will be found adequate to the Milchiels dcfigned to be remedied.

FoTs with rel'pe^ to the King, it is very obviou^ from many recent Ihftances, that ma-
ny ofthe Merchants are forced to contract Debts at the Cuftom-Houfe far exceeding the

valve of their Eftates, which has occafioncd the lx)(% of vaft Sums of Money to the Re-

value. The Planten find an unaccountable Difference in the Weights ot their Tobacco
when it is Ihipped off here, and when it is weighed again at the Cuttom-Houfes in Great

Britain^ efpecuUly in Lntdon. It will be very clear fix>m an Enquiry into the Balances paid

every Year into the Exchequer, that not above one half of the Tobacco which muft necef-

farily be confumed in Gnat Britain can have paid the Duties : And it may be worth while

tDConfider by what Means it has been poflibte tor many Merchants who havefail'd, and

thereby difcovered the ill State of their Aftiiirs, to nuinuin tlu-ir Credit tor many Years at

the Cuftom-Houfe.

It will be, without Doubt, a very great Difficulty upon us at this Diftance, to give

anr clear Account of the Ciufes which produce fuch Evils, and whatever we are able to

ofler upon the SubjeA, may poffibly amount only to a probable Conjcii^ure. Yet if Rc-

oourfe be had to the Number of Hogfheads imported and exported, and a jult

Calculation nude of the Weighu of one Ho^fliead with anot}ier, (which may now
beeafily known from chefcveral Cuftom Houfes m Grtat Britain, as to Virginia Tob-icco,

feeang the net Weight when it goes from hence, by a Law lately made here, is marked

upon everr Hogjlbead by fworn Infpedors) there will remain a very pr^nant Sufpicion,

toftt a oonuderaSe Part of the Frauds muft proceed from weighing the Tobacco upon the

Landing of it^ either through Corruption or Negligence : And if this be probable, the<

Mexdunt having the Tobacco in his oM^n Warehoufes, or his Servants, Coopers, or Por-

itxi, may cake out of a great Numberof Hogfheads a large Proportion of tlie whole, and
-— *-- tne Favour and Connivance of a corrupt Officer, when it comes to be weighed again

portation, may obtain a Debenture for a greater Quantity, and thereby not only

. the Crown ot the Duty which oujsht to have been paid, but even receive a D.aw-
k never paid: And we think it impoffibk to account in any Degree far fuch
iHriAotlief Manner. — ' '*

" "' *'*- *—•^ '

Wc OCMioefare it it no hard Matter for a Man of a fnaall Fortune to make a confiderafali Fi-

gjire in Trade by a large Credit at the CuOomHoufe » for if a Merchi^t, for Examplet
cnienFive Hundred Hog(head>of Tobacco, which he fells for the Home Confumption,

W^ ))(Wls the Dutiea, though they are payable aC the End of Eigboten Months, no Pro-
'

li^^ifiue againft lum till after the Time allowtd for Exportation, then lie oannocbe mo-
upon fuch a Bond vdthin thrae Yean^ and fo long he has to contrive a Way to dif-

J|;it, which may be done in this Manner : V he can procuse theiame <^aMlcy every

tm^ hy ezportinK the Conrijp;nment of every Third Year only, the Dcbentuft (if any bo-
''

vfill Altar it to D9 for the ume Tobacco that was entered Two Yean before^ will dif-

;all the Bonds that can beproiecuted eoinft him, and reimburfe him far ^^at he was

3 to pay down fsx the Firft Pfenny : So by fuch a Mapagfnienc a Merchant may
' widi good Credit a confiderable Time upon the Money hs really owes to the Crown \

I if he is very dexterous, may a^ually difcoarge all his Bonds* and by the Frauds in the

Toghtt at the Landing and Shipping oiF, gain a great deal of Money. A flagrant In-
'

: of this Sort, we are informed, was difcovered bjr the Ccnmiikmersof the Cuftoms,

10 the Cafe of Mr. ABJjfori^ and without Doubt many more have renaained undifcov«red.

Jka this Method of bonding the Duties turns fi^ moeh to the Prgudice ofThe Clown, it it

olefs injurious to the Phuum, not only beoMfe it cannot be expefted, while fbdi enor-

mous' PrafUoesfiibfift in the Trade, that the Tohacoo which really pays the Duty can fell

at any tolerable Piioe> but die Merdumts, c^ially in Landm, have it in their Itower to

'i the SubieAiofthcTobefioo Colonies in many grievous Inftances. One has baen al-

1 iKtheir CpmwifTimtif and we nuift hitg Leafc t»ollftr¥»feveral

',ytirf»afffqiiw, whp they foil our Tobacco for the Home Confomptton, think them-

Wfet flMBrno Obligation to fecure the Duties, but deliver it to the Retailer upon a lon^

Cicditi as they pteeend t and if he happens to become a Bankrupt, the^ hold the Planter

tjig^tg^ to lepay all the Charges of that Tobacco, including the Dtities, and even their

A ., own
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