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rem duty on fonlBii Importations ovit und

alx.vi- the onllimry rntrs, rutluT tliiui cou-

t'uue the syfttoin of grant int; a rt-bato on the

duUt>s collected on goiwUs fnoiu (J rent Url-

tiiln.

ThiTo are two additional reasons which

should weigli strongly In favor of such a

policy. 'I'l"' "rst of these I'es In the con-

sideration that Knghuid is not likely to lag

behind any of her colonics in generosity,

and win not fail to nciproc.-ite Canada's

action, giving ns the same measure of ad-

vantage in Knglish markets that she has

obtained In I lie Dominion. With her present

tarltr aiangemen'ts. Kngland cannot give

any prcfrreiice to her cohmhi.; by reducing

duties, because slie levies nolle on tlie pro-

ducts ill which they are interesti'd. Hut it

would be easy for her (and she Is in the

liiglicst degree likely to imJtate Canada,

111 niiiiiuer and substance, as proposed In

this es^ay), to levy tJie same rate of duly

1.11 all foreign impiU'tJltlons. Not only would

Canada's action iiilluence her powerfully,

but public opinion in England would be en-

tlrelj f.ivoiiible to the step, it having be-

coiui- abniidantJy I'vldent that foreign na-

tions, althongli enjoying complete fnH'dom

of aeciss to ICuglisli markets, have no in-

tention of coiiceiliiig a like liberty to the

l"iilt(>d Kingdom.

The remaining reason why CiUiada should

act in the way suggeste(l Is to be found In

the nee(>!j^ity of ni.iklng some response to

the very plain hints slie has received as re-

gards (iontributiiig to the defence of the

Empire. It would wein to be the height of

folly to Micritiw any more revenue until

this matter had received attention. It was

referri'd to In many of the speiehes dellver-

(Ml by the statcrsnien of the ICmplre, while

Uie JnblUM> was being celebrated, and Mr.

Chamberlain, in addressing the rrenilws,

expressed himself as follows: "We are look

Ing to the colonies still as children, but

rapidly approaching manhood. In the life

time, perhaps, of some of us, we shall 8*>e

the population doubled, and certainly In the

lifetime (tf our descendants tlu-re will b<>

great nations where now then> are cora-

panitlve sparse populntions: and to estab-

lish in the early days the iirlnclple of mu-

tual support, and of a truly Imperial pa-

triotism, is a great thing ,of which our co-

lonial statesmen may well lie proud. I

shall be very ghid to lii'ar the views of the

ri-emlers in regard to this (lucstion. of any

oontrib.Hlon which they think the colonies

would be willing to make In order to es-

tablish this principle in regard to the naval

defence of the Empire." This Is a claim

for which Canada Is at least morally liab'e.

and th(>re Is no doubt that It will have to

be met sooner or inter. Tt would be both

honest and manly on our part If we were

to declare our Intenllon of doing so at once,

and make an otTer to devote the proceeds

of the extra duty on foreign gi>ods refer-

red to above as a contribution to a naval

defence fund, provided always that all the

rest of the Empire, liieluding England,

would make their contributions -at the same
rate and in tlit> same way.
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CHAPTER IX.

Iimpp:rial LkgIvSlation

There was point and pungency In tJie sen-

tence that was spoken on .Tune 11. by tJie

Hon. Mr. Turner, I'reuiler of the Colony of

Vietoi'la, at the United lOmpIre League din-

ner. ".Make your offer," sMid he, "and the

colonies will welcome It In no huckstering

spirit." This was said to on assemblage
of English gentlemen, many of them en-

gaged In business, and all favorable to the

estnbll;,nment of preferential trade with

the colonies.

The last phraae In the sentence wa» evi-

dently Intended to recall the celeb«iited

remarks of Mr. Chamberlain in tlje sipeech

delivered by him a yejir ago on June 9, at

the third Congress of the Chambers of Hom-
nierce of the Eiiiptre, and which are here

quoted: "We know how strenuously the

rolonJcs cling to their ludependfuce, to thirlx

own initiative. If they desire, as we desire,

and as we belb've they do, this closer union

—if they are willing to make some sacri-

fice of tihelr present arrangements and con-

victions to secnne It—let them say so. Let
the offer come voluntarily from them, and I

believe It will be considered In this coun-

try, not In any huckstering spirit, but that

It will be entertailned as part of a great

policy which is Intended to tmlte In the
clo,<»e8t bonds of affection and of Interest all


