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54 G o NEW BRUNSWICK.

Trees on en'*-
talline belt.

Soil on Lower
Carbonifertiii,*,

is gLMUM-ally Hat and tho soil iiHiially slony and liable tiorii itsc

nature to 1)6 wet in rainy soiwonw ; novertheless. (•t>i-tiiiii inuts,

once oi Oil rod and brought under oultivation, form perlia])i> tlu>stn

and best soil in tho country foi- hay and oereals. It is |iossilili', sii

as some ol" these tracts are near tlie southwestern limit ol liio

Silurian plain just described, that portions of tho calcarcdib ma

from the latter may have been transporte<l thither in tlic he A

which, in some degree, they may owe their t'ortility.

Respecting the forests on the area described, it may lie rcnii

that a ditVerence is at onco apparent to a botanical eyo when tlif

com])aretl with those of the Silurian area. Hemlock s|irurt',

spruce, white and red pine, and other trees, which are rai

altogethei- absent on tho hitter, in some localities, are here con

titrms. Hardwood ridges are less frequent and gi-eat stretches

interior hilly eountry are barren and almost denuded of tiirest

tires. Heath plants are metre abundant in the valley bottnnix ai

bogs among the hills.

The narrow band of Lower Carboniferous sediments, which Ix

the main triangular-shaped area of the Michlle Carboiiifentus to

tion, crumbles down into a rich, friable soil, containing;, usu

consirlerablc quantities of calcareous matter. A wide area of t

reddish beds occurs in the Tobicjue valley, and a smaller one on

iieccaguimic. In some places the belts ai'e so narrow thai tliiy

wholly ctverlappetl by drbris from contiguous rocks ; but, in |,'cnenil.

presence of raateriul.-; derived from them is easily recognised, mviii

their reddish color and their ctle«'t upon the fertility ot' the di-t

Tlie agricultural capabilities of the Tobiipie outlici- have lieen ii

extolletl by Gesner. Hind and others. During an e.xploiatinnof

river, in tiie summer of 1884, it was noticed, however, that riiaiiy tii

in thedisliict, after having been partly cleared and luiildinirs oip

thereon, were subsequently abandoned. The cause of thi> was

ascertained, but it i-annot be denied that, while the region isof ii hii

fertile (;haracter, its remoteness and inaccessibility militate aijains

successful settlement. Poi-tions. however, are tiat an, I
iiii|ierli

drained, the rosutt of the existence of a clayey hard-pan I'ormiiig

sub-soil. Only where the land has sufficient slope to drain it well

really good tarms available, and in localities charactcri/.eii hy m sui

of this kind there are some thriving settlements.

The bands of these rocks, stretching along the sonthwestern lii

the middle Carboniferous basin in York, Sunbury, Kinii^ and Al

counties, comprise tract** of excellent farming lands, wlii( h have I

described in previous reportH.

The mineral fertilizers occurring in them are gypsum, at the Pit


