
TiiK Emi'ire and thk Coloniks.

Itlu' New "World. common gratitude

linalvCM it Irnposalblc I should forbear

111) do honiiiKo to those groat mon who
Itlie other day moved among ynu, whose
lliisiiiratlon was essentially British,

hvho were among those who gave my
Jyoung mind Itg earliest and nob. est

jstiinulus—Emer?on, Holmes, Longfei-

llow, Lowell. (Cheers.) These are names
Iwhieh must not pass away. This
Igreat nation is justly proud of its de-

Imocracy. Happy Is the democracy
wliich has an aristocracy of genius a.'. 6.

[knowledge, and happy is the city which
can boast of giving humanity names
llilte those. (Cheers.) Turning away
Ifrom them and other great Intellectual

Ibenefactors. which irresistibly present
[til- mselves. how striking—how illustra-

itivc of the humanizing Influence of time
Itli • healer as well as avenger—that we
Uhould be assembled here under pres-

ent conditions '^ for I am not quite as

lAivious of the past as that English
[t(il)leman. who on approaching Boston

land having Bunker Hill pointed out to

Ihim asked "Who was Bunker? ana
[what did he do with his hill?" (Laugh-
Iter.) Why, it requires only a small

[effort of thft Imagination to hear the

jfirst murmurs of the war of Indepen-

jdence. the guns of Concord, the shouts

|of citizens rising against taxed tea;

the cries of the embattled farmers who
Ifired the shot heard round the world;

Innd yet we are met in one of the fore-

|most cities of the great republic which
emerged full panoplied from the smoke

|fir,(l blood of a rebellion commenced
thus and here—to do what? To honor the

ll'inmond jubilee of the world Empire
Ij^.rltish Queen: and the grandsons of the

Ihero-farmers join with lis in drinking

Ithe health of the granddaughter of

[Ceoi-ge III. (Cheers.)

This is a magnificent festival; but,

[contrary to rule, It is srreater relatively

Ithan absolutely. Grand as it is, its grand-

Ideur is enhanced when we think that at

Ithis moment, not merely in London is

[the Empire Queen gathering her child-

iren around her, but that, in great

cities and capitals under the southern

I

cross, under northern auroral lights,

[torrid suns, within British limits, or in
' foreign lands wherever British -^^nergy

has gone—or in a land like this which
no British heart can heartily call for-

eign—for what is th's great rt piblic bu-
one of the lion's whe ps >;rown lo !!• n-

hood, and for distinction sTke growing
a. pair of wings and proclaiming him-
self a lion of the air—(Laughtrr and
cheers)—everywhere in the civilized

world, nay in its uncivilized corners
also: wherever British p'iiek and en-
durance are found—and wh re are they
not?—the same fast is held—in city and
jungle, or mounta'n and plain, there
is no clime so inhosidtable the e is no
tract so dangerc.us. no ise so little, no
sea so lone, but over tower and turret

and dome, over scud and sand and
palm tree, at this liou*', the flag bearing
the three crosses of the three great na-

tions of the two heroic isles, rises with
solemn splendour and sublime plGrnlfl-

cance; where it is day the winds of

heaven reverently caress its immortal
folds, and where it is night the ptars

salute it as a fellow star. (Applause.)

The majority of t.ie great empire or

power disp'ay^? of the i ast hai no mo al

or spiritual significance. The mo-^t PUg
gestive is that of Alexander with kings

and satrapies bowing to Greek genius

and generals from whose loins great

dynasties were to spring waiting ( n Hi-^

son of PhlUp. Alexander's was a mli-
tary despotism, but his conqufests car-

ried the Greek language and G!e k lit-

erature to the East; and although

Greek civilization rested on a ba.«e of

slavery it had yet for its central idea

the importance of the individual and rf

individual culture. Still n-ither in power

or splendour or In relation to th':-

progress and happiness of mankind do

the claims of Alexander on our interest

approach what is taking place today.

Talk of Rome in her palmiest days,

when the republic had reaehed

its apex, when the car cllmbedthe cain-

tol, leading captive kings and princes

from Syria; crowned chiefs of trans-

mcntlne tribes, the fair haired Dacian,

the turbaned priest from E'gypt, the

blue-eyed Gaul, followed the cortege

of boastful conquest; when the wealth

of the Ganges and the Eurhrates, of

the Nile and Persian seas, of the Loire

and the Rhine, were poured into the

lap of the Tiber; when the column roe

wound round with tales of success in

war; when laurelled conquerors trium-

phed over pontiff kings; when power


