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and find boards on the windows, padlocks'on
the (loors, and the place entircly deserted.
On the next farm therc would bc the same
condition, ancd somnetîimes thiat would ho true
of thrce farm0s running. Wben I did corne to
a fim i tliat wvas occupied I would ask where
the olher people had gone, and the answer
was, "Thcy have gone to the States." I
vouIld ask, "The family?" "Yes, the whole

family." Tho Grand Trunk used to run ex-
cursion trains to take the people from the
Eastern Townships. At that time we had an
empty iNorthwest. and evcrything wvas in a
vory depresscd state.

Well, Laurier came inte power and the
whiole situation changed. The depression
lifted ani we had the golden cra. C.P.R.
stock that had been selling around 32 or 33
wvent up te over 240l, se that a man wvho had
$100,000 wnrth of that stock when the Con-
servativos wcre in power hecame almost a
millionaire during the Laurier regime. From
1901 te 1911 our population incrcased fromn
five millions odd to soven millions odd, and
the wbiole countr'y wvas hooming.

Thon thero ivas a change. The Borden
Governmcnt came in, a nd was succeced by
the Meighen Governmc nt. Everything went
dlowni andà we hacl ail kinds of had times.
There was even a war thrown in. After
that there wvas anothor change, wvith the Iýing
Govornment in power. ýCondàitions improved
again. Things clid not go 1tp quite se far as
they did under Laurier, but we had ceai pros-
perity. If honourahle members want te
check the facts for themnselves tbey can take
a look hack at quetations of C.P.R. stock, the
manometer of Canada's presperity. And
when the Conservatives came in again there
was another drop, net merel-y down a tohog-
gan slide, hut avec a ski jump-so far clown
that even the C.P.R. is not able te pay
dividends. I do net say that the Govern-
ment is responsible for that. When Sir
Wilýfrid Laurier wvas in power people used
te say te him, " Providence bas donc a lot
te help yýou."' Ho would reply: " Well, wby
sheuld I quarrel with Providence? My
opponents must ho very wicked, since Provi-
dence will flot help thern in the same way."

I suppose that during the session we shaîl
near Of thae $60,000,000 boan te the Canadian
Pacifie Railway, which I amn toid bas been
guaranteed. The Canadian Pacifie must be
in dire straits to need such a large boan
guaixanteed by the Government. We have a
saying in French, "Qui endosse paie "--Who
guarantees generally pays. This country bas
had experience of what happons in such
cases. In 1914 wc gave $45,000,000 te the

Hon. Mr, CASGRAIN.

Mackenzie ë, Mann ccnccrn, and in 1917
teck the whoe thing over. Much as I
admire thoe righit honourable leader of this
House, I think hoe bad a fair share in making,
that hargain, and it was a, had hargain.

RigltL Hon. Mr. MEICIIEN: What bar-
gain?

Hon. Mr. CASGRAJN: The giving of
S45.000,000 in 1914 fer baîf the Mackenzie
& Mann stock, and tlire years later having
te take the wheole thing over.

RighIt Hon. Mr. MEIGHEN: We did net
give $45,000,000 for the stock. The honour-
ahle gentleman must ho in a trance.

Hon. Mr. CASGRAIN: In 1914.

Right Hon. Mr. MEIGHEN: Ne, ne.
This is what wvas done in 1914. Thie Cana-
dian Northern, as it wvas thon known, had its
obligations, ineurced hy virtue of enahling
powers given it hy theo Government that my
heneucahie friend supported. Those ohliga-
tiens it ceuld net disebargo. The roads were
partiy constructcd, some altogether con-
structed, hut net finished, and the oniy way
cf completing the proje.cted enterprise and
net leax ing it in a disjointed and truncated
state that would ho a joke, was te guacanýtee
the honds of the cempany for payment of is
eovn dehts, hring all the straggling entities
inte one wvhole, and put the hond issue on
the wbole. A nuinher of separated and dis-
jointed entities were united in a single
system. But the meney was simply to pay
the debtis incurred by virtue of the legisla-
tien, wvhich my henourable friend supported.

Hon. Mr. CASGRAIN: It was $45,0O,000,
was it not?

Right Hon. Mr. MEIGHEN: It was to
guarantee the bonds of the company. The
ceompany paid its own debts.

Hon. Mr. CASGRAIN: But it was
345,000,0ý00 the ceuntry had te put up?

Righit Hon. Mr. MEIGIIEN: No, the
coulntry did net put it up. It was te guarantee
thie bonds. The guarantee still stands.

Hon. Mr. CASGRAIN: Wchat did we pay
fer haîf the stock of the Canadian Northern?

Right Hon. Mc. MEIGHEN: Later on,
under an arbitration, the country paid
$10,000,000 for all the stock of the system.

Hon. Mr. DAN_-DURAjND: And it was net
worth a cent.

Hon. Mr. CASCRAIN: Wben I speak of
$45,000,000, I rnay say that my own party


