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of reducing firearm related crimes? How can we know unless we
hear from the experts?

We can sit in committee and listen to people on both sides, the
Ontario Handgun Association, the National Rifle Association or
the firearms people. We can listen to the Canadian chiefs of
police. Our friends from the Reform Party can ask them about
the grants that have been going on for one or two decades. Never
mind their innuendoes about the chiefs of police. They are not
appointed by the federal government but by their own munici-
palities. These innuendoes are insulting to the chiefs of police.

In any event, these questions can be put directly. We can ask if
there is any correlation between registration and the curtailment
of handgun or firearm related crimes. If not, then it may be
necessary to consider other reasons that we might want the
registration circumstances.

It is inconceivable to me that a reasonable person would not
want this matter studied in depth at the justice committee. All
groups and people across Canada who want to provide input on
this legislation would have the opportunity to do so. For the
Reform Party to say anything but the fact that its motion would
kill this bill is utter nonsense.

In conclusion, I want to say something to the people of my
own riding of Scarborough West. I have discussed this issue
with them on numerous occasions. I have put out a householder
which contains a survey. It will be in their mailboxes within two
weeks. I ask for their direct input and answers to the questions I
have asked on gun control.

Miss Deborah Grey (Beaver River, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, I
look forward to this debate as well. I am glad to be back in the
House. I am particularly pleased to be able to address a subject I
have heard about only in the last 24 hours. This is pretty handy.

It has to do with a debate that went on years ago. It seems like
40 years, but it was really only four, in 1991. My colleague from
Burnaby—Kingsway had said something about the member for
Beaver River supporting universal firearm registration. I
thought: “This certainly is news to me. I have never spoken in
favour of that. Boy, I had better check this out”.

I had to chuckle when I saw it in a copy of Hansard, November
6, 1991. My friend from Kingston and the Islands brought it to
my attention this afternoon—

The Deputy Speaker: I wonder if the hon. parliamentary
secretary would refrain from heckling while the member is
giving her remarks.

Miss Grey: Mr. Speaker, I appreciate that from the Speaker
and from the member for Kingston and the Islands.

It said that I was in favour of gun registration. Let me get one
thing straight. I would like to quote from Hansard, November 6,
1991, page 4687. I had already given my entire speech and was
on questions and comments. Remember that I was sitting way
back there all by myself and put up with any amount of heckling
from members.
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The parliamentary secretary, a dino—Tory, said to me, could I
please make some comments on this, that and the next thing. I
said to him at page 4687:

1 would draw the member’s attention to the Canadian Police Association and
some of the recommendations they brought forward. They said that ““over 90 per
cent of our respondents believe that guns of all kinds should be registered”.

The Canadian Police Association said that 90 per cent of its
respondents believed that all guns should be registered. I then
said right after that that I agreed with that and I think every
Canadian would agree with that. If those are its numbers, that is
the survey it did among its members, how can I disagree with
that? I am not going to dispute those numbers. If I were in favour
of universal gun registration, and here comes the English
teacher, I would have said I agree with them. I would agree with
them if I were in favour of gun registration. It makes sense.

Looking at this yesterday I thought that if this was such a loud
situation that I was in favour of gun registration, why in
heaven’s name did I not hear about it on November 7, 1991 from
such groups in my constituency as the wonderful people who
belong to Lac La Biche Shooting Association, responsible
firearms owners, and Grand Centre’s Cold Lake District Sports-
man Fish and Game Association? Do you think that if I had
supported gun registration these people would have even let me
off the aeroplane to come back home? This is bunk.

If the member for Burnaby—Kingsway is so concerned about
the fact that I support universal gun registration, he should have
found it in my speech and in my thesis. He did not find it there;
he did not find it now. He is in big trouble with his own small,
minute caucus here.

If we are going to talk about flip—flops, Mr. Speaker, let us
talk about when you and I listened in the last Parliament to Ian
Waddell, Margaret Mitchell, and I could list all 43 of them. I am
sure I can remember who they were. Audrey as well. They were
going on and on talking about how terrible this was. All of a
sudden in 1995 it is just amazing how things change. The NDP
caucus is not going to be supporting this legislation. I have to
admire them for that. The member for Burnaby—Kingsway is
not going to be able to. If he can justify that back home that is
fine. Things were different in 1991 of course. I did not agree
with universal gun registration then, nor do I now.




