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The Address

I also support the comment the hon. member for Kamouras- 
ka—Rivière-du-Loup made about the need for a high-speed 
train for the Quebec-Windsor corridor.

• (1215)

[English]

Mr. Speller: Madam Speaker, I rise on a point of order. I am 
somewhat surprised. We have now had two members of the Bloc 
up asking questions of my colleague and he has not yet been able 
to respond to them. 1 am wondering what rule you have been 
using to cut off the response to my colleague?

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Maheu): I thank the hon. mem­
ber. The hon. member for Vancouver Quadra was not oh his feet.
I assumed he did not wish to make a comment and therefore I 
went on to debate.

Would the hon. member like to make a comment? We have 
five minutes left. You must rise so I can recognize you.

[Translation]

Mr. McWhinney: Madam Speaker, I would like to thank my 
colleague for his remarks. I am very much aware of the flexibil­
ity of the Canadian federal system as I myself am a regionaiist. I 
know we can make some important changes to our Canadian 
system.

I would not want to speculate on the initiatives being devel­
oped by our hon. colleague, but I know that there will be good 
opportunities for the growth of regionalism in Canada in the 
near future.

[English]

Mr. Jim Silye (Calgary Centre): Madam Speaker, I wish to 
join the previous members in congratulating you and the hon. 
member for Welland—St. Catharines—Thorold for his election 
to Speaker of the House.

In the words of the Hon. J. J. Greene, a former Liberal 
minister from my home town of Amprior, Ontario: “I am sure 
that you will fill with distinction the office that has in the past 
been occupied by so many distinguished men and women”.

I also congratulate the mover and the seconder of the Address 
in Reply to the Speech from the Throne. I wish both of them 
success in their careers in public service and here in the House.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the 
constituents of Calgary Centre for electing me as their member 
and representative of this 35th Parliament. It is truly an honour 
and a privilege to represent such a diverse group of people from 
a city that is so rich in western character and traditions.

My constituents come from all walks of life and the majority 
are highly motivated and educated people who no longer believe 
in the concept of executive federalism. They are tired of secret 
policy formulations and abusive use of government patronage,

[Translation]

Mr. Yves Rocheleau (Trois-Rivières): Madam Speaker, on 
behalf of all my colleagues, I would like to commend the hon. 
member for Kamouraska—Rivière-du-Loup for his excellent 
speech on regional economic development.

Having worked for the Quebec government in the area of 
regional economic development for 25 years myself, I fully 
agree with him on three points. The first point he made concern­
ing regional development, or non-development rather, was the 
laisser-faire policy we have in this country at this time.

The second point that I endorse at once is that Quebec should 
get this jurisdiction back along with all the related tax consider­
ations as soon as possible, so that there can a be a semblance of 
economic planning in that new country to be.

The third point I obviously endorse and the last one he made is 
that the people of Quebec should make as soon as possible the 
only rational choice open to them in terms of comprehensive and 
global development, and that is the road of sovereignty, national 
sovereignty for Quebec as soon as possible.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Maheu): For the hon. member’s 
information, usually, as a rule, questions and comments must 
deal with what the previous speaker has said, not another 
speaker who had the floor before the hon. member. Any other 
question or comment?

Mr. Michel Guimond (Beauport—Montmorency—Or­
léans): Madam Speaker, as this is the first time I rise in this 
House, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the people 
of Beauport—Montmorency—Orléans for electing me on Octo­
ber 25, last year, to represent them in this place.

My question or comment for my hon. colleague from Van­
couver Quadra is this: I want to tell him that I really appreciated 
his speech and that I would have liked him to stress the 
importance of rail transportation for regional development. My 
hon. colleague from Kamouraska—Rivière-du-Loup, who is 
very devoted to regionalism, strongly emphasized the fact that 
the regions were getting poorer and poorer and I believe that his 
province and region are among those which owe their develop­
ment to a railway stretching A mari usque ad mare, d’un océan à 
l’autre, from coast to coast.

In their speeches, the Prime Minister and the hon. Minister for 
External Affairs have indicated how committed they are to this 
country. It reminded me of a slogan I heard as a fourteen year old 
during the Centennial campaign in 1967, which said: “Canada 
Stand Together, Understand Together”. At any rate, I hope that 
the hon. member for Vancouver Quadra will ensure that rail 
transportation is maintained in the years to come.


