June 13, 1995

COMMONS DEBATES

13717

The tragic events in Bosnia have touched us all. Television
images have haunted us, as have our concerns for the safety of
the hundreds of Canadian peacekeepers currently in Bosnia.

We pray for an end to the fighting in Bosnia-Hercegovina and
we wish Mr. Zubak much luck in his endeavours to find a lasting
peace in his homeland.

The Speaker: Colleagues, Mr. Zubak is here now with us in
the gallery.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.
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[Translation)

LABOUR RELATIONS

Mr. Bernard St-Laurent (Manicouagan, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
soon this House will be asked to debate the anti—scab bill
presented by the Bloc Quebecois. The purpose of this bill is to
end the inherent injustice in the Canada Labour Code that allows
federally-regulated employers to hire scabs, which tends to
delay dispute settlement and penalizes workers.

I ask members to recall the case of Ogilvie Mills, where a
strike has been going on for more than a year, because the new
employer wants to impose a collective agreement. Although the
Minister of Labour has done nothing about this case, the Bloc
urges the government to support our bill. Several Liberal
members,including the present Minister of Human Resources
Development, voted in favour of a similar bill in 1990.

To our Liberal colleagues I say: you now have a chance to
show whether you are prepared to defend the interests of the
workers.

[English]

BACKBENCHERS

Mr. Jim Silye (Calgary Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, over the
past few weeks it has become obvious that ministerial arrogance
is sky high. I will suggest a few pranks backbenchers can play on
cabinet to bring it back to reality, the rookies.

The first trick is to pose as maintenance staff and remove the
name plates off the doors of the ministers of health, national
revenue and Canadian heritage. When asked what you are doing,
simply reply you are getting a head start on your summer job.

Another idea is to call on the Deputy Prime Minister on behalf
of Shady Acres retirement homes. Tell her an amount is still
owing on her room deposit as she forgot to include the GST.
Remember that promise?
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How about phoning up the minister of defence and asking him
if DND cleans windows too.

Finally, backbenchers, send the Prime Minister a clear mes-
sage that the strong arm, disciplinarian tactics of the past no
longer wash in today’s world. Vote the will of your constituents
even if it bucks the party line.
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[Translation]

PARTY FUNDRAISING

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Pontiac—Gatineau—Labelle, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, since launching its fundraising campaign, on
January 23, the Bloc Quebecois has been boasting about the fact
that it was complying with the Quebec legislation on political
party financing, by only accepting donations of less than $5,000,
and only from individuals.

Yet, the preliminary data just released by the director general
of elections concerning the 1993 election campaign show that
dozens of corporate donations were accepted by Bloc Quebecois
candidates and MPs, and that these donations amount to several
thousands of dollars.

Now we understand why the Bloc Quebecois relied for such a
long time on the Canada Elections Act clause which allows
parties not to release the list of their contributors.

[English]

G-7 SUMMIT

Mr. Geoff Regan (Halifax West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Halifax
is ready. World leaders will begin to arrive tomorrow in beauti-
ful Nova Scotia for the Halifax Summit.

They will discuss issues that will affect all of us. Reform of
the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund can help to
build peace and economic stability throughout the world. Better
co—-operation to fight organized crime is key to all of our
security whether we live in Tokyo or Timberlea.
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I thank everyone who has worked so hard to make this Halifax
summit a great success.

The summit action is not just around the table. Mount Saint
Vincent University will bestow an honorary degree on Hillary
Clinton. Halifax West will welcome hundreds of international
media to see a few of our fabulous sites and we will show off our
cultural industries and have a Ceilidh on the Cove in Hubbards.
We welcome the world for a fabulous summit.



