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Saltfish Act
should be taken lightly, 1 did indicate to the corporation that if
the board approved uts getting involved ai the request of a few
small processors, until such time as there was a mechanism t0
create the sort of organization for marketing that the hion.

member for St. John's East menîioned, then 1 would -tolerate-
ii and 1 use ihai word in quotation marks.

Now, it may have been ihat in doing this 1 trespassed
somewhat, but 1 think that the board, acting upon its respon-
sibilities, did agree that in this case the corporation could act
as an adviser without exposure to itsclf, therefore helping the
income of the fishermen. 1 do not sc ibis as a Iong-lasting
precedent. 1 ihink that the orderly marketing approach is now
generally accepted. 1 might say that 1 had some excellent
discussions on this issue with representatives of the Newfound-
land processors ai Iunchtime ibis very day. Orderly marketing
would, in faci, belp to avoid tbis sort of situation and this
appears to me to be bigbly desirable. But again baving seen in
the past ibat the corporation did act a littie outside its
mandate in the purchase of char and berring, 1 thougbt there
could be a certain amount of tolerance in this case.

Mr. Chairman, in commenting on some of the points made
by the critic for the New Democratie Party, 1 migbî indicate
10 bim that one of the rcasons there bas been a drop in the
Jamaican and Trinidad markets is the scarcity of hard curren-
cy in those countries, cspccially Jamaica. wbîch bas led to
dramatic cuts in tbeir purchases from Canada. This is certain-
y part of the explanation.

As for the drop in the amount of' fîsb marketed by the
corporation, 1 niigbt say that the corporation to a certain
extent plays a passive role in the sense that if a fisherman
wants to seli to the frozen industry, wbicb in 1978 was
extremely vigorous and because of our dollar was selling
everytbing it could get its bands on, then the corporation docs
not go out and comnpete dircctly with the preference of tbe
fisb erma n.

The bion. member also talked about quality. 1 agree wîtb
bim. 1 tbink the new president of the corporation bas under-
taken sometbing of a crusade to improve quality, altbougb 1
would not want ibis to bc seen ai ail as a reflection on the
previous authorities of the corporation. But the corporation
does recognize that if it is going to invade wbat 1 cal] the bîgb
luxury market, that is, a market wberc bigb prices can be
demanded, it must deliver the sort of product the client wants.
Considerable efforts are being made in ibis area.

1 migbt say, Mr. Chairman, ibat saltfisb prices beld vcry
well during the 1974 crisis wben frozen fisb was in trouble.
That indicates that even wben tbe frozen fisb market is very
good it is wise for Canada to bave the Saltfisb Corporation in
good bealtb, able to provide an alternative for fishermen and
also able to maintain a window on markets wbich bave stood
up well over the years. 1 bave already indicatcd that the size of
fisb is important and that some incentives arc bcing offcrcd
tbis year.

* (1620)

1 tbink, Mr. Chairman, that 1 will stop there and try to
answer questions.

Mr. McGrath: Mir. Chairman, 1 do not want t0 prolong the
debate, but tbe minister did make reference in bis reply to my
question to the powers of the corporation and the fact that
tbese powers were being exceeded by any attempt 10 market
products other than cured fisb. The minister said tbat 1 did not
define wbat 1 meant by curcd fisb.

It s0 bappens that the act clearly defines wbat it means by
cured fisb, and it migbt be wortb entering ibis into the record.
The interpretation section of the act, section 2, siates that
cured fish means fisb that bas received curing. Curing means
processing witb saIt or witb saIt and drying. So clearly the act
is quite specific. It is quite confining in ternis of what the
corporation may do, and the minisier uses as a precedent the
fact that, acting on the request of tbe government of New-
foundland, the corporation is involved in marketing certain
products wbich arc caugbt by fishermen on the coast of
Labrador, namely, char and berring.

Some of tbat char is cured, and s0 is somne of the bcrring.
Sonie of tf is also mnarketed in the frcsh frozen state; but that is
a relatively sinall amount of fisb wc are talking about from
indîvîdual fishermien. Here we arc talking about entering into
an agreement witb small processor companies whîch arc able,
quite frankly. to stand on their own feet in terms cither of
entering into agreements wîtb larger companies for marketing
purposes or banding togetber and formiing a marketing co-
operative whicb, 1 suggest, tbey sbould look seriously at. Or
perbaps the minister may want, as 1 suggestcd in my remarks
at second reading, to bring in an amendment to this act or a
measure providing for marketing in certain cases for fresb
frozen fisb. Wc would certainly be prepared to deal with that.

The minister rcferred to the fact that ibis corporation will
not bc coming before the standing commitice, and the reason it
is not coming before the standing committee is that the
committee anticipated tbis bill's coming before the flouse and,
bence. the only chance we will bave in this session to deal with
the corporation is in the course of the debate on this particular
bill.

1 bave no furtber comments to make otber than to say that
my party supports the bill. It is a bousekeeping bill. We wisb
the corporation weil, and we are so supportive of the corpora-
tion in wbat it is doing and we are so confident about the
future of tbe corporation in îerms of the potentiai for good
salted iisb that we see no reason wby the minister sbould
expose the corporation to criticism from those who are ready
to criticize it by entering mbt sucb an agreement. Believe me,
sir, 1 bave great sympatby for the small processors. 1 bappen to
know theim. 1 know the problem tbey have, and h am suppor-
tivc of any measures the government miay want to take to
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