
Search and Rescue Services

werc 100 rough. If you do flot know whcrc the vessel is or you
aniy have a rough idca, how can you assume that conditions
are 100 rough? The circumstances of the Lee Wang Zin are
tragic indeed. 1 do flot want ta finger any particular individu-
ais in these departments, the matter is in the past. But the
threat of error rests in a whole series of probiems. inciuding
inadequate equipment, deiays in getting started, errors of
judgment, procedural mistakes, refusais of offers of assistance
from other vesseis in the area, improper telephone numbers
and communication problemrs.
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These difficulties are flot restricted 10 the Lee Wang Zin
tragedy. They are common ta many accidents in recent years
an the west coast, most of which go unnoticcd here in Ottawa
because they invoive fewer iives. But in any event, the prob-
lems are similar. Tbey boti down ta a question of distance and
time. Can we get ta the scene fast enough and do we have the
required rescue equipment in order ta get into the water ta
keep those people alive before it is too late?

This biood and guts attitude, characteristic of the British
lifeboat system, of the volunteer system and of the Canadian
Armed Forces personnel when they jump out of a helicopter
into the water, and this eagerness of people ta be invoived in
saving anoîher person's iife is what is important in mounting
an effective search and rescue service. It has been character-
ized by one weil-known and flot toc, popuiar spokesman an the
west coast that Canada's search and rescue operations are
managed as foiiows: "They have onc guy doing a job and ten
guys slinging paper".

I want ta tell you now about a I 7-year-old girl named
Sandra Klein. A year or two ago Sandra and her father were
patroiling in the Gulf Islands. They were cailed ta a scene of a
burning saiiboat. They were dloser than any other vessei. She
travelled single handediy in a i 7-foot Boston whaier aI specds
of 25 to 30 knots acrass 17 miles in 27 minutes. She arrived at
the scene of the burning sailboat. Tbere was no one an board.
Site spotted a fioaîing form in the water. At the samne lime she
noted adjacent ta her on the scene there was a navy vessel, the
YMR-4. This navy vessel did nat have a smali enaugh boat ta
launch into the waîer. The crew were ciustered in the bow
laoking at the floating casuaity. Sandra Klein jumped into the
icy waler. She supported the man and applied mouth-to-mout-
resuscitation and appiied il continuously as they were bath
lifted from the water by the navy vessei. That is an act of
valaur. Subsequenîiy Sandra's acî of valour was acknowiedged
by tbe Governor General by the granting of an award 10 Ibis
i 7-year-ald girl for ber efforts in saving a man's life while the
navy looked on.

I think this speaks of the change of attitude which is
required in the delivery of search and rescue, particularly an
aur west coast.

JusI Ibis morning Lieutenant-General K. E. Lewis, Com-
mander Air Command responsible for search and rescue aI a
canference in Ottawa in response ta a question said, "Search
and rescue is a highly visible and bigh profile operation.-

Therefore, decisions as ta thc invalvement of Armied Forces
Reserve units, ar for that matter auxiliary assistance, were a
malter of political consideration.

In bis writîen presentatian ta the conference Lieutenant-
General Lewis commended west coasî searcb and rescue for
assisting in the saving of 5i19 passengers' lives on the Prinzen-
dam whicb burned in the Gulf of Alaska in Canadian waters
fast fail. His written presentation in part states:
t is of interc.,t to note that 442 .,quadron was notified Li 0500 on at Saturdz1s

morning and within 3 houts was able to Iaunch two Butfaloes, tvo tLabrador
lielIicopters atnd a fuiL miedical tc,îrn.

I submit that two hours is fiat enougb. It is 100 much lime.
When people are in cold water, particulariy in winler weatber,
tbey are susceptible 10 hypaîhermia wbich is fatal wiîhin a haif
an bour. and a two-hour standby is far 100 long.

The goverfiment spent almost $3 million fast year on west
coast search and rescue ta handie 4,200 rescue calîs. That is
appraximately 12 cails each day year round, including winîer
lime. The budget allows somc $650 per incident in terms of
funding for the main search and rescue exercise. The volun-
teers who are trying 10 arganize along the fines of the British
lifeboat brigade who use their awn vessels and equipment are
reimbursed $30 per incident.

These people recently approacbed tbe goverfiment request-
ing an increase ta $70 per incident. That is one-îenth of what
the gold-plated system consumes. Tbcy wanted only $70 per
incident ta meet the fuel expenses. ta buy a radio, ta provide
rescue equipmenî on their private craft. but il was refused.
These people are ready and willing ta assisî in searcb and
rescue, but the gavernmenî appears ta provide very uittle
assistance. lndeed, it treats these individuals as amateurs in
some respects. Statemenîs bave been made. One individual
was told wben he was asked ta stand down and nat attend the
scene of an incident Ibat the taxpayer wouid raîber have a
goverfiment vessel do the wark. That is typical of aur sacieîy
these days, isnît il, Mr. Speaker? Where is the spirit of
voluntarism going?

Most individuals wbo arc willing ta participate in these
rescue efforts are experienced on the water, wheîber they are
fishermen, salvagers, pleasure boat operators, ferry captains,
îow boat operators or others. These people can provide a
valuable service if encouraged. The reluctance of national
defence, coastguard and rescue ca-ordination centres ta utilize
the services of' Rescue 15, a group of 40 volunteers in Prince
Rupert on Christmas Day a year aga sbould be proaf that
something is wrong within the sysîem. As 1 bave already said,
tbe coastguard bas issued a directive ordering volunteers flot
ta respond ta calîs unless tbey are dispatcbed. Il migbî cast tbe
gavernment anoîber $30.

I had a mosî enjoyable week in Wales visiting British
lifeboat stations, îouring the waîcb stations, and the radio
monitoring sysîems. Their rescue boats are maintaincd just as
fire engines are maintained by a volunîcer fire departiment.
They polish brass, but they are there Io provide beach watch
and nmarine safeîy training ta their cammunities. These sta-
tions are spaced ten ta 20 miles apart aiong the coast. Thex
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