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INFORMATION RELATING TO INDIVIDUAL TAX RETURNS
Question No. 647—Mr. Beatty:

1. Under what circumstances may the Department of National Revenue make
available to a third party personally-identifiable information relating to an
individual’s tax return without obtaining the prior consent of the individual in
question?

2. Were any requests for personally-identifiable information concerning
individual tax returns received in 1975 and, if so (a) from which departments,
agencies, individuals or organizations (b) in how many instances did the
Department accede to such requests?

Hon. Monique Bégin (Minister of National Revenue): 1.
Section 241 of the Income Tax Act prohibits communication
of any return and its content, including personally-identifiable
information, other than for the purpose of administration of
this Act or in response to a subpoena from a criminal court. In
addition, subsection 241(4) allows the provision of returns or
their contents, under conditions prescribed in Regulation 3000,
to the provincial governments for which there is a federal-pro-
vincial tax collection agreement, for the purpose of administra-
tion of an Act that imposes a tax similar to those imposed
under the Income Tax Act. Identifiable information derived
from income tax returns is provided to other federal agencies
where there is entitlement through one or more federal stat-
utes. Such is the case with the Statistics Act which authorizes
the furnishing of identifiable data to Statistics Canada, and
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the Canada Pension Plan Act and the Old Age Security Act
which authorize release of the content of income tax returns to
Health and Welfare Canada. While providing entitlement,
these statutes also provide sanctions against secondary disclo-
sures. In addition, information exchanges exist with govern-
ments of other countries under reciprocal income tax treaties.

2. During 1975, requests for personally-identifiable data as
extracted from personal income tax returns were received from
Statistics Canada, Health and Welfare Canada and from all
provinces under federal-provincial tax collection agreements.
All requests were acceded to, as legal entitlement was clear.

ATOMIC ENERGY CONTROL REGULATIONS
Question No. 809—Mr. Leggatt:

1. How many inspectors are enforcing the requirements of the Atomic Energy
Control Regulations?

2. From which (a) federal (b) provincial departments were they seconded?

Mr. Maurice Dupras (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Energy, Mines and Resources): The Atomic Energy Con-
trol Board reports as follows: 1. Sixty.

2. (a) none; (b) none.



