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hotel and then turn it over to a United States before we have begun at the site would indicate
organization for management, that is a matter that we should not expeet to have much trouble

of prime public interest and prime public
importance, and one upon which the house In just a moment I think we might cal
has every right to be fully informed. it six o'ciock. If these statements I have

Turningquoted were correct, as I believe they were,

its verbiage we find that the only information sic busines whilred ispaing
we have on the subject is this. The an-
nouncement tells us that the hotel will be on aur hotel door? Why do we need to pay
managed by Hilton for 15 years under a per- a getse wi the cammitte evie
centage division of profits after payment of soed we ould t fo ur ee
all costs of operation. Ownership remains
with the C.N.R. At least 95 per cent of the Mr. Speaker, would you caîl it six a'clock?
staff will be recruited in Canada, where At six o'clock the bouse taok recess.
possible from the C.N.R. organization. The
remainder of the announcement, probably in
an attempt to camouflage the absence of facts,
goes at length into the fine qualities and
great size of the Hilton organization, the
marvellous job they will do of managing the The bouse resumed at eight o'clock.
hotel, and the advantages-largely unstated- Mr Hamilton <Notre Dame de Grace): Mr.
of the agreement to the C.N.R. Speaker, wben wo rose at six o'clock I was

The facts which would enable the house to examining some of the statements contained
evaluate for itself the wisdom and advantages la the press release regarding arrangements
of this arrangement and its possible implica- between Canadian National Railways and the
tions are simply not contained in that state- Hilton corporation witb respect ta the Queen
ment. For example, the reference to a Elizabeth botel, or the Hilton Queen Eliza-
percentage division of profits after all costs beth botel, in Montreal.
of operation are met is meaningless, even to Continuing with tbat, I tbink we might
a trained accountant. I personally have
examined the standard accounting practice of welasosiv by th bol be an
the American hotel association, and the figure an argument concerning the advantages of
which is referred to here could be one of the Hilton corporation as a sales representative
four or five different figures in their financial f
statements. There are some who would m e the new hotel . Thr are
include in the cost of operation such items as hundren o hneds a r-
depreciation and interest. If you do that, in poris that hve o Uni Stte
the amounts at the disposal of such an agree- sasans at epesntatiUesta hate
ment it means a difference of hundreds of sale af tbi retreservies o of
thousands of dollars every year. Yet we do the bore o r
not know on what basis it is, and the com- word rn of even la other parts of the
mittee going into its session will not have te ad C or example,
that information at its disposal, although I bas agreemes wit overd,000 differe
sincerely hope it will be made available. tav agents on a omission b ifor t

The only basic advantage ta the C.N.R. andThe nlybasc adantge o th C..R.andpurpose af obtaining business for their chain
the people of Canada which has been clearly uf hutels, but these same travel agents bave
set out by the president of the C.N.R. as no more say la the management of the hotels
arising from this agreement is expressed in than yau or 1.
the words: The name of tbe Canadian National Rail-
. . . the working agreement is likely to ensure a ways and the names of its boteis are justiy
stable and high occupancy of the hotel.

These statements may well be true, but ant admire batels like the Chateau Laurier
why pay for something we were going to get in Ottawa, the Macdonalt ant many of the
anyway? Just a year ago Mr. Gordon told the others which tbe C.N.R. operate throughout
railways and shipping committee: tbe country. Sureiy association with the

We know from investigation there will be a Hilton chain, great tbough this chain may be,
very intense interest in using the convention is not going ta do anytbing ta increase or
facilities of this hotel . . . Our committee which
considered the suggestion for this hotel came to enhance the reputation of tbese Canadian
the conclusion there would be a high degree cf National batels. Let me add that Ibis is
occupancy . . . We already have received a great
number of Inquiries from organizations . . . I
think the interest being shown in the hotel long bol is ta be erected because I think if there

[Mr. Hamilton (Notre Dame de Grace).]


