
Mr. A. W. Stuart (Charlotte): Mr. Speaker,
so far in this debate we have heard frorn al
sides of the house an explanation of con-
ditions which could be found today among
those employed li industry. I think the
story bas been pretty well told.

But, as usual, those primary producers who
rnust look out for thernselves have so f ar
been cornpletely ignored. I fuliy realize
that those employed in the textile industry
and in many other industries of this country
are most unhappy with the unernployrnent
situation as it exists today. I have every
sympathy for those people and I only hope
that conditions will improve li the near
future to a point where ernployment may be
found to take care of the entire group.

1 have discussed this problern with the
governrnent officials since I came to Ottawa.
I have placed before thern the position of
those in rny own county, and I arn convinced
they are rnaking every effort to improve con-
ditions in the textile and other industries
which find the going a little tough at the
present time.

The subi ect introduced by the hion. rnem-
ber for Vancouver-Quadra (Mr. Green) is, I
believe, of great interest to every member ini
this chamber. Ernployrnent in Charlotte
county cornes frorn the textile industry, the
woodworking industry, and to some extent
the fish canning industry. The mai ority of
the labourers affected would be employed in
the three industries I have mentioned. I have
every hope that conditions may improve in
connection with ail three. However, I have
in mind at the present time a group in my
county and on the Atlantic coast line who
have faced several seasons which have not
been too good. These men find themselves
without financial. assistance of any kînd. The
fishermen to whorn I refer do not qualify for
unernployrnent insurance benefits, and that is
why I want to emphasize the conditions in
this industry for just a few minutes.

Those who are employed at the present
tirne in the textile and other industries, or
who are employed part-time, have the benefit
of unernployrnent insurance. The fishermen of
whom I speak are paying indirectly into the
federal fund which supports unernployrnent
insurance with no hope of ever receiving any
benefits. To me that is a situation that should
be rectified. I feel that this particular group
should receive the same benefits frorn unem-
ployrnent insurance that others in Canada are
receiving at the present time. I see no reason
why they should be asked to make contribu-
tions without any hope of receiving any
benefits.

It has been suggested by sorne who have
spoken previously that these payrnents should
be increased. Again I believe every member
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Pro posed Committee on Unemployment
in the house would have that samne feeling.
They would want it to be done if it were pos-
sible to do so. Unemployment insurance has
been in effeet for only 12 or 13 years, and I
consider it one of the greatest protections the
working people of this country could hope for.
0f course the idea was initiated by a Liberal
governmnent and put into effect by a Liberal
governent. The benefits which the working
people of this country are receiving today
are, I believe, of great assistance, even in
the present amounts.

I hope that the day will corne when the
primary producers of this country will be
placed in the same category. When I refer
to primary producers I mean that group who
are self-employed, who must go out with
their two hands to make a living for them-
selves. When the going is tough they just
buckle in their beits a littie tighter and con-
tinue to try to produce and seli. I fe-el that
this group has been neglected, and I submit
that it should be given some consideration.
For that reason I suggest that some way must
be found to include them with those who
receive the benefits of unemployment in-
surance.

In the county of Charlotte which I have the
honour to represent the time is rapidly
approaching when these fishermen will be
getting ready for spring fishing. There are
types of fishing that are carried on the year
round. There are hundreds of fishermen down
there on the water trying to gain a livelihood.
The necessary materials to repair the equip-
ment needed in their flshing will have to be
found within the next two or three months.
In some cases it will be necessary to replace
engines within that time if these men are to
be able to carry on in 1954.

In so far as sardine fishing is concerned, the
materials needed can be purchased during
the winter months more cheaply than in the
summer. Many of the men who would like to
go back in the industry this year have not
the necessary materials, and they have not
the cash to buy those materials. Those who
have always been most kind and considerate
in furnishing credit have gone as far as
they can. It has now reached the point where,
if they are to continue, some sort of financial
assistance rnust be provided.

I know these fishermen well because 1 have
worked with thern for over 20 years. They
are not -asking for a handout; they are flot
that type. They pay their bis when they can
make the necessary money. They have had
three or four poor seasons, and the reason I
arn particularly interested in them today is
that it looks as though 1954 might be a good
year in the fishing business. I say that for
these reasons. We find today that the supplies
of canned flsh are practically depleted, and
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