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that cbaracter we shall be led into ail sorts iieved ail of us are perhaps more or iess
of conjectures. However, putting aside based on one aide or the other, but I bold
that consideration for the moment and ac- that that would fot prevent us from giving
cepting the estimate which bas been made a fair and impartial judgment la a malter o!
by the Minister of the Interior, for the this kind. I have beard the word gerry-
purpose of argument, although believing it mander applied te Ibis distribution, but in
to be an estimate which is not supported, the sense of greupiag sections of the popu-
we have the result which I pointed out to lalion or scatteriag naturaily united dis-
the right ban. gentleman, and I must con- tricts vitb a viéw of giving an unfair ad-
fess that I think the situation is one which vantage to one political party, I am glad to
demands grave consideration at bis hands. say tbat atter four days discussion that bas
I have not heard and I cannot conceive of fot even been suggested. Unfortunateîy a
any reasons which would enable one to say quarrel bas arisen eut of tbe tact tbnt Ibere
that a distribution of that kind bas even are two rivai cilles in the new province o!
the most remote sembiance of fairness- Alberta and I take it that this extraneous
245.000 people to elect 23 representatives ;circurstance bas led to the discussion on
5,000 to elect 2. The Minister of the In- tbis distribution. Unless I ar greatiy mis-
terior bas referred to the development of taken, and 1 arn the judgmnent of those
industries. Surely no one who knows any- who bave listened te tbe debate, if we bad
lhing of the province of Aliberta wili enly Calgary and ne Edmonton or Edmonten
suggest tiat there is any greater wealth, and ne Calgary, ne man ln ibis fouse wouid
or any iore industries in this district tban grudge giing twe members te tbe district
in other districts. I an not suggesting tbat of Athabaska. This fouse bas neyer re-
Ibese things should te very mucli taken into fnsed representalien te censtituencies wvich
consideration, but they were suggested this vere luch smaiier than others, w-bemtIese
afternoon by the Minister of the Interior in censtituencies were separated by distance,
bis remarks. The basis of population must wven îhey were new communities, or wben
te the ultimate basis upon which to îiey bad local interesîs te te served. I w-as
proceed, having regard, of course to cer- impressed Ibis afernoon witb tbe refereace
tain other conditions to wbich we are will- t the representation et Quebec West, wbicb
ing to give weight if necessary. He speaks o! course I knew but wvicb did 'net occnr
of community of interest. Even assuming te me unlil it was mentioned. Quebec West
that the district referred to bas a commu- bas a population of about 9,000, but il bas
nity of interest distinct from the remainder ils member, and we neyer tbeugbt of nterg-
o! the province of Alberta we are not la ing il Ie aaeîler constiluency simply te-
any way seeking to invade the principle cause we wanted te give representation le a
wbieh lie invokes because our only sug- ciass of tbe population wbicb migbt ether-
gestion is that this particular district in vise net te represented l this parliarnent.
Alberta sbali te entitled to one member, la otter provinces there bas aiseexisted a
although, according to the information as
to the population of the province that is crntiscency betweenIbe popul
before us it bas only one-half of the popu- lies bave been left Iheir representation i-
lation which would entitle it to a member-
25 meaibers to be elected to the legislative
assembly by 250,000 people ; an ve of poit number, becanse it is fet il wuld
10,000. The government suggest that 5,000 iet te wvse te leave particular interesîs or
people in this district shall have two mem- classes unrepresented. I bave already cahi-

ed tbe attetntion 0f lte flouse te tbe factbers. We suggest one member, which i tiat in 1871 Cariboo in Britis Columbiajust double the representation which the
population of that district would te entitled d a total population of 1,955, the number
Io under the estimate which bas been pre- cf voters being 359, and these 359 men ia
sented to this House by the government.
Under these conditions, how is it possible power as sone 20,000 men la other const-
to ask the committee to give two members tuencies ef the Dominion. la tbe consti-
to that district instead of one. I trust the
right hon. gentleman will adopt what bas enly 1,316, and the total number et volets
beeti suggested by us, and modify the 148. In the election o! 1874. Mr. Dewdney
sciedule accordingly. was returned bavibg secured 75 votes and

iis opponient gel 9 votes, making 84 votes
Sir WILFRID LAURIER. We are now cast in that election. I could cite a number

în the fourth day of this debate, and after of sinilar iastahces in Manitoba, British
giving as fair and impartial consideration Columbia atd eisewbere. Wby were tbese
as I could to the matter, the conclusion at discrepancies allowed a Nttody e:er eh-
which I have arrived is that the only point jected, nobedy ever suggested Ibese com-
as to which anything like an. argument bas iunities sbeuld net te represented ; il ias
been made by gentlemen opposite is as to fait Ibat as Ibere were groups o! populations
whether the district of Athabaska should scatterad bere and Ibere, il was tetter for
te represented by one member or by two. the contentment o! the people at large and
I do not pretend that I am free from bias for the tetter gevernment o! tbe country
and I suppose if I did I wouid net te tie- ibat bey should bave a voice i tbe legis-


