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which he calls coercion—that is the latest
term—there must be a full ioquiry, all;
means of conciliation must be exhausted,
and it must be a last resort. Well, Sir,
from 1890 to 1896 the minority have rested :
quiet. They have been knocking at these
doors for justice and action. When does'’
the hon. gentleinan propose to act ? Is

there nothing definite ? Are hon. gentlemen

opposite to go into the next campaign with ;
no linmit of time as to his policy ? Take his :
fiscal policy on the trade question. The
leader of the Opposition says, that within:
forty years lLe proposes to bring it about.:
That is definite. ‘When does he propose to!
bring about the rectification of the position ;
of the minority, and give them justice ? In
the one case it is a matter of time, iu the
other of eternity ;
of free trade. but an absolutely indefinite

Manitoba, except tliat it is to be after the
general elections. Inquiry ?
does the hon. gentleman seriously ask for ?

Catholics are in regard to this question of
religion ? Did the judges of the Privy Couun-

c¢il prove false to their trust and make a.

great error in what they Iaid down, without
cquivocation, as an absolute certainty, which
wis well known and of common notoriety.
in regard to these prejudices ? Why, Sir, if
we have erred at all, it has been in connee-
tion with the carveful inquiry, and the care-
ful investigation, and the constant thresh-
ing out this case has undergone. If we have
erred at all, it is because the delay has been
tan long., I say. that the position of the
minovity is in a sense splendid ; they have
suflered, suffered grievously, and yet all
they are asking is, that the law of the laud.
as mterpreted by the highest judicial au-
thority in the Empire, be enforced in th-
regular and proper manner. lLet me run
through a chronological statement of the
question, a large part of it taken from the
book of Mr. Ewart, which will shorten the
time. For instance, in July, 1892, the d.-
cision in the Barrett case was given. In
November, petitions of the Catholic minor-
ity to the Governor General were presented
In 1893, on 22nd January, argument
fixed. The Manitoba government refused to
appear, and only the representative of the
minority addressed the Governor in Council.

On 22nd February, the Dominion Order in:
Council was adopted, and this was a part:

of it:

The committee therefore advise that a case

be prepared on this subject, in accordance with .

the provisions of the Act, 54-55 Vic., chapter 25,
and they recommend that if this report be ap-
proved a copy thereof be transmitted by tele-
graph to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor
of Manitoba, and to John S. Ewart, counsel for
the petitioners, in ordegr that if they be so dis-
posed the government of Manitoba, and the said
counsel, may offer suggestions as to the prepara-
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‘mon of such a case, 2ad as to the ques:ions
| wvhich shuld be ¢mbraced therein,

On Sth July, 1893. no reply having been re-
tceived from the Manitoba government., and
"'no suggestions as to the form ot the case
.to be referred, having beén made on its he-
half, the draft case was approved :

The Minister recommends that the case as
lamended copy of which is herewith submitted,
' be approved by Your Excellency, and that copies
i thereof be submitted to the Lieutenant-Governor
‘ of Manitoba, and to Mr. Ewart, with the infor-
! mation that the same is the case which it is pro-
i posed to refer to the Supreme Court of Canada
! touching the statutes and memorials above re-
' ferred to.

%In October, the case was argued betfove the
at Ottawa. Mr. Wade ap-

peared as counsel on behalf of the province

‘of Manitoba, but declined to avgue the ease;
time in regard to justice to the minority in -,

and the court requested Mr. Christopher
Robinson, Q.C.. to argue in the intevest of
Manitoba. Now, I call particularly the at-

‘tention of the House to n document that has

Does he ask, that we shall ascertain by evi-' qlready been alluded to, but which 1

dence on oath what the prejudices of Roman -

ven-
ture now to put on record, and ihat is ihe

‘Order in Council approved by His lixcel-

leney the Governor Geneml, datedd 2ith
July, 1894. It is a communication v the
government from the Dominicn

law of 1890. and praying for relief. That
Order in Couucil set out with considerable
fulness the grievances complained of by the
minority. and it was communicated. .uuug
with a copy of the memorial itself, by the
authorities at Ottawa to those of M wnitoba.

From the concluding paragraph of that
order. [ squote the following extract :—

The statements contained in this memorial are
matters of the deepest concern and solicitude in
the interasts of the Dominion at large, and it is
a matter of the utmost importance to the people
of Canada that the laws which prevail in any
portion of the Dominion should not be such as
o oceasion complaint of up[lo-~.u'l cr injustie
io uny cless or portion of the people, but should
e reecgnized as estallishing  perfect  frecdom
and equality, especially in all matters relating
to religion and to religious belief and practice,
“and the committee, therefore. humbly advise
that Your Excellency may join with them in
. expressing the most earnest hane that the legis-
lature of Manitoba may take into consideration
_at the earliest possible moment, the complaints
. which are set forth in this petition. and which
are said to create dissatisfaction among the
Roman Catholics, not only in Manitoba, but
ilikewise throughout <Canada, and 1Mmay take
| speedy measures to give redress in all the mat-
! ters in relation to which any well-founded com-
" plaint or grievance be ascertained to exist.

.That I call an order of conciliation. that I
ceaal a request as cordiail and kindly as could
-he made by one government to another, to
‘give full, ample and fair consideration to
:those representations. HFew was that treat-
fe@ ? We are continually charged with ct-
 ing harshly ; but that document was never,



