
ARTICLE 3

Competence of Authority

The Authority shall act as International Searching Authority for any international 
application liled with the receiving Office of. or acting for. any Contracting State specified in 
Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that 
purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the purposes of international 
search, is in the language or one of the languages specified in Annex A to this Agreement and, 
where applicable, that the Authority has been chosen by the applicant and that any other 
requirements regarding such application as specified in Annex A to this Agreement have been 
met.

(1)

The Authority shall act as International Preliminary Examining Authority for any 
international application filed with the receiving Office of. or acting for. any Contracting 
State specified in Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the 
Authority for that purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the 
purposes of international preliminary examination, is in the language or one of the languages 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement and. where applicable, that the Authority has been 
chosen by the applicant and that any other requirements regarding such application as 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement have been met.

Where an international application is tiled with the International Bureau as receiving 
Office under Rule 19.1 (a)(iii), paragraphs (1) and (2) apply as if that application had been filed 
with a receiving Office which would have been competent under Rule 19.1 (a)(i) or (ii). (b) or (c) 
or Rule 19.2(i).

(2)

(3)

The Authority shall conduct supplementary international searches in accordance with 
Rule 45bis to the extent decided by it, as set out in Annex B to this Agreement.
(4)

ARTICLE 4

Subject Matter Not Required to Be Searched or Examined

The Authority shall not be obliged to search, by virtue of Article 17(2)(a)(i), or 
examine, by virtue of Article 34(4)(a)(i). any international application to the extent that it 
considers that such application relates to subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1. as the 

may be. with the exception of the subject matter specified in Annex C to this Agreement.case

ARTICLE 5

Fees and Charges

A schedule of all fees of the Authority, and all other charges which the Authority is 
entitled to make, in relation to its functions as an International Searching Authority and 
International Preliminary Examining Authority, is set out in Annex D to this Agreement.
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