
CHAPTER 5 I Key Developments in Canadian Merchandise Trade
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Source: Office of the Chief Economist, DFAIT; with data from Statistics Canada.

British Columbia registered the third- 
largest increase in exports among the 
provinces and territories in 2010, with 
exports up $3.7 billion (14.5 percent) to 
$29.1 billion. The strength in international 
commodity markets was reflected in these 
gains as mineral fuels and oils (up $1.2 bil
lion), wood (up $1.0 billion), pulp (up $0.9 
billion), and mineral ores (up $0.5 billion) 
accounted for over 90 percent of the 
advance. However, in line with the general 
weakness in Canadian exports of paper 
products in 2010, provincial exports of 
paper fell $340 million last year. At the same 
time, the province posted a small increase in 
imports, up $394 million (1.1 percent) to 
$37.1 billion. Strong gains in mineral fuels 
(up $605 million) and mechanical and elec
trical machinery and equipment (up $351 
million and $347 million, respectively) were 
largely offset by a $1.1-billion decline in 
automotive imports.

accounted for 39 percent of the overall 
increase. Mechanical and electrical machin
ery and equipment (up $3.4 billion and $3.3 
billion, respectively) accounted for a further 
24 percent of the total provincial increase.

Exports from Alberta posted the next- 
largest increase, up $8.0 billion (11.3 per
cent) to $78.7 billion last year. Over 95 
percent of the gains came from energy, with 
virtually all of the gains originating from 
crude oil. As reported earlier, most of the 
gains in this sector came about because of 
price increases, with volumes holding fairly 
steady over last year. Imports into Alberta 
advanced by $1.4 billion (7.7 percent) to 
$19.2 billion. Automotive products led the 
gains with an increase of $307 million, fol
lowed by articles of iron and steel, at $278 
million. Conversely, aircraft and aircraft 
parts posted the largest decline in provincial 
imports last year, at $291 million.
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