
that others value. A cornmunity's riglit to stable order, perhaps. Or a country's right to

non-intervention by others. Or a poor society's "right to development,"' as it lias been

called. None of this is to diminish the significance, or the universality, of riglits

recognized in Canada's Charter (or i the Universal Declaration of Human Riglits). The

issue, nevertheless, is whether the human riglits understood by Canadians cmi be--or

should be-balanced with other sorts of riglits understood in some Asia-Pacific countries.

The norm of non-intervention caries special authority among many Asian governments;

inpart it explains why some of the otherwise alarming security tlireats have so far been

managed by discreet bilateral diplomacy ini preference to public or multilateral

confrontation. To repeat: Riglits are more complex, less.absolute, than we sometimes
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aAs a case i point~ should Canadiens pressure foreign govemnments; to respect


