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18 March 2004

DECLARATION ON CANADA-EU RELATIONS

We the leaders of Canada and the European Umon, met today in Ottawa to d1scuss ways to

strengthen our bilateral ties and to work together as strategrc partners to make the world more
peaceful and equrtable = . R :

' Our d1scuss1ons have shown that our relatlonshlp 1s ﬂounshmg We are deterrmned to develop it -
further, both bilaterally, and as an essential pillar of the wider transatlantic partnership. Together

“with the U.S. and other partners, we have a duty to work towards a freer, more democratic, more
_]llSt and prosperous world :

We share a comm1tment to strong and effectrve multllateral 1nst1tutlons and the 1ntemat10na1 rule
of law. Transnational challenges such as terrorism, proliferation or the abuse of human rights can
only be tackled by a concerted effort on the part of the international community, with a central role
for the UN: Sustainable solutions to regional conflicts likewise require international assistance and
co-operation. ’ Finally, growmg economlc and ﬁnanc1al 1nterdependence calls for increased
multllateral govemance : R :

We condemn in the strongest poss1b1e terms last week’s brutal terronst attacks in Madr1d We
again offer our condolences to the bereaved, to the Spanish people and to the Spanish Government.
This-atrocity'convinces.us all-the more of the need to work together to tackle the pre-eminent
threats to global security; including the scourge of terrorism. We will further strengthen our efforts
with the wider international community to prevent terrorist attacks, to protect people and societies,

and to apprehend and prosecute terrorists. We will do so w1th full respect for human nghts and
freedoms and in defence of these common values :

1. Canada - EU Partnership Agenda

Today we have adopted a new Partnership Agenda, strengthening and deepening the close ties that

exist between Canada and the EU. We will enhance our co-operation in foreign and security policy,
" drawing onour shared commitment to -effective multilateral institutions and effective global

governance. We will work together more closely in the field of justice and home affairs; to assure
" the secunty and protect the rights of our citizens. We are both committed to reinvigorating global
economic growth through a successful round of multilateral trade talks. We will tackle together the
global challenges that affect us, including climate change and poverty in developing countries. To
this end, we look forward to closer, more systematic contacts between our parliamentarians. We will
promote exchanges between our citizens, especially young people. We have also revitalised the -
mechanics of our relationship, to ensure that good intentions translate into concrete joint actions.



