
VIETNAMESE 

COUNTRY: Vietnam 

Vietnamese is a "tone" language in which the meaning of a word 
can change when pronounced with a different musical pitch or 
contour. There are six high rising and low falling tones which 
give it a sing-song effect. The tones may be difficult for foreign-
ers but the grammar is not complicated. There are slight region-
al differences in pronounciations and accent but these should 
not pose difficulties in comprehension. 

Quoc Ngu is the official written Vietnamese language. It is a 
relatively simple phonetic system of writing using roman letters 
with accent marks to indicate the tones for pronounciation. 
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