The Disarmament Bulletin

ance have often been put to the test:

uprising in Hungary, the Suez Canal
grisis, the crushing of Prague’s spring-
time demonstrations, detente in the
Seventies, Afghanistan and the double

through stronger and more relevant.

nations on both sides of the Atlantic.
The modern era is marked by conflict,
yet Europe, the region with the highest
concentration of sophisticated weaponry

the height of the Holy Roman Empire.
That peace was made possible through
NATO’s persistent commitment to
Dur§ue complementary goals: first, to
Maintain adequate defences to deter
aggression; second, to control and limit
armaments through carefully negotiated
and verifiable agreements; and third, to
Constantly promote dialogue with the
Countries of Eastern Europe.

Has the Alliance met the test that
Lester Pearson set for it 40 years ago?
Has it led to positive social, economic
and political achievements? Is it more
than just a military alliance? Clearly, the
answer is ‘yes’ to all questions.

It was through NATO in 1972 that we
and our Allies set down our objectives
for the conference on security and co-
Operation in Europe. Through that
pfoqess, we have secured from the
Soylet Union, and its East European
ﬁ“'eS, real commitments in human
'ghts, economic cooperation and mili-

iifgat.er respect for the rights of
IViduals, greater freedom to travel to

::e. allies pressed the East to extend to
W;{" publics the privileges and rights
Ich we take for granted.

r\]Ne are at an historic juncture now.
e“r:i:]WO superpowers have agreed to
e ate an entire class of nuclear
rnadDOns. Significant progress has been
€ on a treaty to reduce by approxi-
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The unity and determination of the Alli-

recurrent troubles in Eastern Europe, the

decision. In every instance, NATO came

Todgy NATO provides for the common
Security of over 600 million people in 16

in_the world, is enjoying the longest sus-
tained period of peace and stability since

tary security. Today, in the East, there is

;/lsit friends or relatives and greater freedom
b° worship, That progress would not have
€en made without the tenacity with which
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mately 50 percent the size of their stra-
tegic nuclear arsenals. A new sense of
purpose has been injected into their
efforts to control and ultimately ban
chemical weapons. And perhaps most
important of all, new negotiations to
reduce conventional forces in Europe
are under way in Vienna. With imagina-
tion and good will on both sides, we
have every reason for optimism.

Europe is enjoying the
longest sustained period
of peace and stability
since the height of the
Holy Roman Empire

President Gorbachev is claiming credit
for much of this success and certainly
he deserves a good deal of credit. After
all, he is redefining the Soviet Union.
However, it is important to remember
that President Gorbachev has been

responding to ideas and proposals origi- :

nally made by the West. He has been
responding to the unity and to the
fidelity to Western values which are at
the heart of the success of the North
Atlantic Alliance.

Every Canadian of good will celebrates
the changes that are appearing in the
Soviet Union and in parts of Eastern
Europe. They represent the kind of gen-
uine progress toward the social, eco-
nomic and political achievement that Mr.
pearson described. The challenge is for
NATO to continue to bring down the ten-
sions between East and West and to
continue to build up confidence and co-
operation. That will require the same
unity and determination which have
allowed the NATO alliance to contribute
so strongly to the progress so far.

Some have suggested that Canada
should step aside from the responsibili-
ties of membership in this Western alli-
ance. Had we stepped aside before,
NATO would not have been able to con-
tribute as constructively to the progress
the world sees now. Canada has many
means to influence peace in the world.
One of those, which has worked for 40
years, and is essential to continued
progress in East-West relations, is the
NATO alliance whose anniversary we

mark today.

NATO has been good for Europe,
good for North America and good for
Canada. This government is committed
to ensuring that Canada continues to
play a full and leading role in NATO in
helping to shape a new era in East-West
relations.” O
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Canada to Host Seismic
Workshop

From 9-15 September 1989, Canada will
host a workshop of the Group of Scien-
tific Experts (GSE) associated with the
Conference on Disarmament (CD) in
Geneva. Meeting in Edmonton and
proceeding to Yellowknife, the GSE will
discuss technical matters related to
detection of seismic events, satellite data
communications, and data base manage-
ment and processing facilities. In addi-
tion to these technical matters, the GSE
will discuss other arrangements for the
second large-scale experiment of a com-
munications and data processing infra-
structure scheduled for 1990 and for which
the overall (global) coordinator is the
senior Canadian representative to the GSE,
Mr. Peter Basham of the Department of
Energy, Mines and Resources.

Agreed arrangements for the interna-
tional exchange of seismic data would
be needed to verify a complete ban on
nuclear testing. The mandate of the GSE
is to define the characteristics of a
system that would provide such data
exchange with a reliability and speed
acceptable to all parties to a comprehen-
sive test ban treaty.

Continuing the well-established cooper-
ation between the Verification Research
Unit of the Department of External
Affairs and the Geological Survey of
Canada of the Department of Energy,
Mines and Resources, the workshop will
also provide a suitable occasion for the
opening of the recently upgraded Yel-
lowknife Seismic Array. The presenta-
tions will include a detailed summary of
some particularly interesting research
being conducted at the University of
Toronto under sponsorship of the Verifi-
cation Research Unit and under the
scientific supervision of Energy, Mines
and Resources.

27



