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Energy program changed

The federal govemment has announced
changes to its forest industry renewabie
energy programn <FIRE) ineiuding in-
creased funding.

FIRE, designed to provide financiai
incentives to the forest industry to Use
wood wastes instead of fossil fuels, wiii
have its total program funding increased
from $103 million ta $288 million.

The government has removed its $4-
million contribution limit on individual
projects. ln addition, projects involving
the simuitaneous production of two or
more types of energy, such as steam and
eiectricity are now eligible under the
program.

The program's term has now been ex-
tended by two years until March 1986.
In 1980, as part of the National Energy
Program, the F IRE program was ex-
panded ta include industrial, commer-
cial and institutional organizations in ail
areas of Canada and ta include other
forms of biomass such as municipal and
agricultu rai waste and peat.

First videotox news service

Canada's first videotex news service wiII
go into operation on March 1.

The news service, produced by jour-
nalism students at the University of
Western Ontario in London, will provide
a package of international, national and
provincial news ta participants in Mani-
toba's Project Grassroots, which is test-
ing Telidon, Canada's two-way television
technology. The 300 farmers in the
Winnipeg area, who have been taking part
in the first commercial videotex opera-
tion of its type, have until now been able
ta obtain oniy consumer information on
their screens.

The students will provide information
daily for the system, which can be im-
mediately updated. Videotex is a system
that can provide pages of information on
a home television screen.

University officiais approached Info-
mart, the marketer of Telidon, last faîl
about setting up the service. lnfomart,
whieh is owned by Toritar Corporation
and Southam incorporated compiles the
data displayed on the farmer's terminais.

Project Grassroots is the combineci
project of lnfomart, which creates the
data base, and the Manitoba Telephone
System, which connects the user to the
computer.
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