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Appendix B—(Continued)--Statute of the International Court of Justice 

Article 17 

1. No member of the Court may act as agent, counsel, or advocate in any 
case. 

2. No member may participate in the decision of any case in which he has 
previously taken part as agent, counsel, or advocate for one of the parties, or 
as a member of a national or international court, or of a commission of  enquiry, 
or in any other capacity. 

3. Any doubt on this point shall be settled by the decision of the Court. 

Article 18 

1. No member of the Court can be dismissed unless, in the unanimous 
opinion of the other members, he has ceased to fulfil the required conditions. 

2. Formal notification thereof shall be made to the Secretary-General by 
the Registrar. 

3. This notification make,s the place vacant. 

Article 19 

The members of the Court, when erigaged on the business of the Court, shall 
enjoy diplbmatic privileges and immunities. 

Article 20 

Every member of the Court shall, before taking up his duties, make a 
solemn declaration in open court that he will exercise his powers impartially 
and conscientiously. 

Article 21 

1. The Court shall elect its President and Vice-President for three years; 
they may be re-elected. 

2. The Court shall appoint its Registrar and may provide for the appoint-
ment of such other officers as may be necessary. 

Article 22 

1. The seat of the Court shall be established at The Hague. This, however, 
shall not prevent the Court from sitting and exercising its functions elsewhere 
whenever the Court considers it desirable. 

2. The President and the Registrar shall reside at the seat of the Court. 

Article 23 

1. The Court shall remain permanently in session, except during the judicial 
vacations, the dates and duration of which shall be fixed by the Court. 

2. Members of the Court are entitled to periodic leave, the dates and dura-
tion of which shall be fixed by the Court, having in mind the distance between 
The Hague and the home of each judge. 

3. Members of the Court shall be bound, unleis they are on leave or pre-
vented from attending by illness or other serious reasons duly explained to the 
President, to hold themselves permanently at the disposal of the Court. 


