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CURRENT EVENTS.

The British crusier Tig er, recently launcbed in Scotland.
is the swiftest vesmel afloat.

A company has been formed in Quebec to prcqmote
winter navigation on the Iower St. Lawrence. It is said
that the ice is always moving, and offers open passages to
allow small steamers to pass.

A new railway acrossu Canada is proposed. It is part of
the line called the All-Red route, which is to circle the
cartb in the British Empire. The proposed railway is to
run f rom near St. Charles, on the Atlantic coast, to Dean's
Channel, on tbe Pacific, keeping farther north than the
other transcontinental lines.

The calosoma, a large and handsome beetie which lias
been introduced in New Brunswick and in smre parts of
New England to prey upon the brown-tail moth and other
hurtful insects, is said to ha rapidly increasing in Mass-
achusetts, where it wilI help to check the ravages of the
brown-tail and gypsy moths.

The great barrage of the Euplirates, the first part of
the irrigation works plann<éd by Sir William Willcocks to
restore the fertiity of Mesopotamnia, wag completed and
ready for urne on the twelfth of December. When the
whole work is finished, it la expected to treble the wheat
crop of the region.

At a meeting of the North American Fiali and Game
Association recently held in Ottawa, a resolution 'was
adopted lo6king to a treaty between Great Britain and'the
United States for the protection of migratory birds now
threatened with extinction.

The death of the Emperor Menelik of Abyssinia is again
reported& and this time, probably, it istre for the
announcement- is official.

Otto, the mad king of Bavaria, lias been deposedsand i.
succeeded by the -Regent Ludwig. The new Kings wife
le a direc t descendant of Mary Queen ci ScoS; and
therefore, according to the Jacobites, to whoon the light
of succession was independent of the will of parliamnnt,
would be the rightful ruler of the British Empire by
inheritance.> If this lsa anuuing, there is something >stili
more so in the jacobite idoctrine when carried. a littie
farther. It lias been seriously said that,her son, Prince
Rup ert of Bavaria, is the lawful King of America; for
whèn King James abdlcated the throne of Britain, Yi he
did really give up his dlaim, lie did not gave up the throse
of America, whicli, if you pleame, was an'entirely eparate.
kingdom. America, ln this case, of course means Viffia,
and Prince Rupert himself probably neyer thought ofsucl
a claim.

A rebellion has broken out ln Equador, anid the rebéas
have captured an important town.

A Spanisli slip on the east coast and a japan s sip On
the west coaot have been added to the foreign 'iesain
Mexican waters. Ail the north part of Mexico is now- held
by the rçbels under Carrauza and Nilla, and thire are two'
separate centres of disturbance in the outh;. yet. it las
claimed by Huerta that'him goverameut is galning- streaigtb
every day.

The annexation of Crete to Greece took plae oà,>the

fourteenth of December, King Congtantim -himmeifhObIhg
the Greek flag over -the fortus -OfCeOs*. Flewý*
years the Cretans have tried te bmgk a"8W, -.flila TMOOO
rule and join the Kingdom of GreSç, big ut' I U0nw-,
Great Powers of Europe have'foebidss ýt.-

A detachment of the ROY at:NS*tw.* )IW.*tOdý
lias lef t Dawson for Herschel Jsqud, luin tW m6lki Qu,
to gather information about thé
Thp largest vessel, the Karluk, wnfa* t im *
the leader and six other ues let bWe & 4* î
cruime. A heavy storrn arome, mth
ou to oma. Stefanuson amidbhs t.iaoe «éoKý*
quite sale, and it i. hoped tbat thet*tyý gW4a .,u
thqýship are in nogreat d1moge.

A Fre nch -aviator bât compl.ttd a jouWmr ý bft.;P»
to Cairo. The mout difficuit -purtof hi. ijoutuW lm ~
the Taurus .M mtin%- *rphabt q a t a &
of nearly sixteen thouud leet.v
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